Applying to Kindergarten

for families of children born in 2020

Protecting every childs right to learn

ﬂ Advocates for Children of New York




A
ﬁ Transition to Kindergarten

* All children born in 2020 have the right to a public-school
kindergarten seat in September 2025

* Two processes for families of children with disabilities:

\Cplal=ie-£1#=0 1 Special Education
Program and Services

ST EEE I Applying to DOE
Admissions Schools




Today’s Training

Introductions

Researching Admissions
Schools Priorities

Application

Charter Students with
Schools Disabilities

Resources &
Contacts
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AFC is an independent agency that protects the rights of
all NYC students

Our Services:
* Helpline: 1-866-427-6033 (Mon-Thurs, |0am — 4pm)
* Free legal services to low-income families
* Guides and resources:
* Workshops and trainings

* Policy Advocacy and Impact Litigation


http://www.advocatesforchildren.org/

During the
DOE’s
Kindergarten
Admissions
Process you

can apply to...

a. DOE non-specialized schools
b. charter schools
c. private schools
d. all of the above




A
ﬁ Process Overview

Process is for District 1-32 Non-Specialized Schools

Research Schools

Apply this Winter
Receive Offer this Spring
Accept Offer this Spring

Hear from Waitlists




i Researching Schools

Find Your Zoned School

* schoolsearch.schools.nyc

* MySchools.nyc
e Call 311

Research School Options

 Calendar of open houses MySchools.nyc
* MySchools.nyc online directory
* Inside Schools http://insideschools.org

Understand Admissions Priorities

* schools.nyc.gov/kindergarten
e 2024 NYC Public Schools Admissions Guide



https://schoolsearch.schools.nyc/
https://www.myschools.nyc/en/
https://www.myschools.nyc/en/
https://www.myschools.nyc/en/
http://insideschools.org/
http://www.schools.nyc.gov/kindergarten
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/kindergarten

Researching Schools

2024 NYC Public Schools
Admissions Guide

Infants and Toddlers

3K r\_

Pre-K X

Kindergarten

Gifted & Talented

Middle School

High School

Specialized High Schools ggm::gls
schools.nyc.gov/Admissions e

Admissions

5.0 Kindergarten ACTION
CHECKLIST

Fill in the blanks as you use this checklist.

am—
1 LEARN ABOUT KINDERGARTEN ADMISSIONS

[ Sign up for our kindergarten and Gifted & Talented (G&T) admissions email lists
at schools.nyc.gov/SignUp. We'll send you updates and reminders throughout
the process.

[ Read this guide. Check schools.nyc.gov/K and schools.nyc.gow/GT to get the most
up-to-date information on this year's application timeline and admissions events.

[ Come to an event about kindergarten admissions: | will attend an eventon

2 EXPLORE SCHOOLS

O Use MySchools.nyc to learn about kindergarten options, including dual language and
Gifted & Talented programs. For a tutorial on how to use MySchoaols, see Section 2.0,

[J Learn which community school district (1-32) you live in and if your child has a
zoned school by entering your address at schoolsearch.scheols.nyc or calling 311.

[ My school district is and—Choose one option:
Cr My child's zoned elementary school is
OR
O My child does not have a zoned elementary school.

[ Attend open houses or tours! Check the MySchools event calendar for dates, times,
and locations, or visit programs’ websites directly for the latest event updates,
resources, and contact information.

3 MARK YOUR CALENDAR—AND APPLY!

[ Learn when to apply to kindergarten.
The kindergarten application deadlineis __ / /

O Apply to kindargarten by the deadline. How do you plan to apply? Choose one option:
1 Online at MySchools.nyc
() By phone at 718-935-2009
3 Through a Family Welcome Center—learn how at schools.nyc.gov/FWC

4 GET AND ACCEPT YOUR CHILD'S OFFER

O Receive your child's kindergarten offer! This offer latter will also include information
about waitlists and next steps.

[ My child's kindergarten offer is to this school: _

[l Accept your offer online with MySchools or by contacting the school directly. Then
set up a time with your new school to register.

e

schools.nyc.gov/kindergarten



https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/kindergarten

Researching Schools
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A
i Kindergarten Admissions Priorities

Admissions Priorities for Zoned Schools:

(1,2) Child lives in school zone J

(3,4) Sibling will also be attending the school J
(7) Other students in district J

(8) Other students outside the district

< Students who need an accessible school will receive an offer before other students

in their irioriti iroui.




Children are
most likely to
receive a
kindergarten
offer to...

a. the school they attended for Pre-K
b. the school their sibling(s) attend(s)
c. their zoned school

d. their top choice school




Kindergarten Admissions Priorities
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Who are the
first students
who will

receive an offer
to PS 123?

a.zoned students

b. students who live in the district

c. students currently attending pre-k at PS123
d. students who apply first




Kindergarten Admissions Priorities
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A

Exceptions
AFC

* Non-Zoned School Districts (No Zoned-Schools)
O District | — Lower East Side, Manhattan
O District 7 — South Bronx

O District 23 — Brownsville, Brooklyn

* Non-Zoned Schools Admissions Priorities
¥ Sibling in the school
Pre-K student in the school
Live in school district

Live outside the school district

* For each school’s admissions priorities, visit


http://www.myschools.nyc/

A

How to Apply

AFC

Apply December 10,2024 —
January 24, 2025:

Online at

Call 718-935-2009
(Monday-Friday, 8am-6pm)

Visit a

You can apply in your preferred language!


https://www.myschools.nyc/en/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/family-welcome-centers

Applying to G&T

--------- Apply

B\ v/

* Apply to Gifted and Ialented programs through the kindergarten
application

Eligibility |

* Preschool teacher will evaluate or
 DOE staff will schedule interview

|

N\

Offers :

v/

( | E—

* The DOE will make offers to eligible families based on
admissions priorities (ex: sibling, in-district)



https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/gifted-talented

A

Bt Tips

AFC

e Rank schools in order of
preference!

* Think about:
O admissions priorities

O applying to your zoned
school or a school that is
likely to admit your child

O transportation




Transportation

Students in

School is more than 2 mile temporary
from home and in district housing & in
foster care

School-to- MetroCard/
Stop Bus

EarlyChildhood

Busing@schools. 718-392-8855
nyc.gov

schools.nyc.gov/
transportation
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ﬂ After Applying
Offers Waitlist

()

()

Accept &
Register

()

@

Medical &
Reasonable
Accommodations
Transfers




Registration

One Proof of Child's Age

* Birth certificate, passport, record of baptism

Two Proofs of Address

* Lease, deed, mortgage statement, utility bill, rent receipt, government ID

You do not need to provide proof of citizenship or a Social
Security number.

Students in Temporary Housing have a right to immediate
enrollment




When you
accept a
kindergarten
offer and

register your

child at the
school, you
are...

a. taking your child off the waitlist for other schools
b. reserving a seat for your child at that school

c. no longer eligible to apply to charter schools

d. all of the above




Charter Schools

Find schools here:

nyccharterschools.org.

Apply to a school directly or
online at
nyccharterschools.org/apply.

Free Public School

Not Run By DOE

Charter schools must serve
students with disabilities.

Most applications are due by
April |st.
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Students with Disabilities

I

PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE (NOTICE OF RECOMMENDATION)

Dear Parent or Guardian of JOHN DOE
Student’s DOB: 00/00/2013 Local ID: 123456789

Date: 06/15/2018

Thepurpoeeofﬂ'usmoelslcmlormwu nwntr\g.ofﬂ'esd‘\ooldmncfsrecommm ) regarding
the identification, L andlor provision of special education services to JOHN
DOE.

SUBJECT OF THIS NOTICE: School Location
DESCRIPTION OF ACTION PROPOSED OR REFUSED:

The Committee on Special Education recommended that your child be identified as having an educational
disability, specifically. Speech or Language Impairment

The Committee recommended that your child receive the following educational program.

10 Month School Year
Placement
NYC DOE School Non-Specialized (District 1-32)

Special Education Services
Integrated Co-Teaching Services

Related Services!/ Supplementary Aids and Services/ Assistive Technology
Occupational Therapy(individual), Physical Therapy(individual), Speech-Language Therapy({Group)
‘You may bring your child to the following school on 09/04/2018 where hefshe will receive these services:
Name: P.S. 117 ). Keld / Briarwood School
Address: 85-15 143 STREET,QUEENS,NY, 11435
Telephone Number: 718-526-4780
You may also wisit this school by contacting the people listed below for assistance in arranging a visit:

Before 6/28/2018, Contact: Devoard Owens Telephone Number: 718-526-4780
Address: 85-15 143 Street,Queens NY, 11435

On or after 6/28/2016, Contact: Fabiana Czemerinski  Telephone Number: 718-557-2553
Address: 90-27 Sutphin Boulevard,Jamaica NY, 11435

EXPLANATION OF WHY THE ACTION IS PROPOSED OR REFUSED:

At the meeting held on 03182016, fo which you were invited, the ts and materials i ified below were
mvmdmdmmmlwsmmmmmﬂmmmwmwmemmm\ddmmas
defined in Part 200 of the ions of the Commissi ddition, an Indi Program

(IEP) was developed recommending the special education and related semoes that will meet hiser educational needs.
The school listed above was chosen because it can provide the program and services on your child's [EP.

DESCRIPTION OF EACH EVALUATION PROCEDURE, ASSESSMENT, RECORD, OR REPORT USED IN THE
DECISION TO PROPOSE OR REFUSE THE ACTION:

Check to make sure the
school on your School
Location Letter (SLL) can
give your child the services
and program on their IEP!




Language Access Rights:
i Translation & Interpretation

Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, French, Haitian-
Creole, Korean, Russian, Spanish, Urdu

Translation: Interpretation:

* letters * parent-teacher conferences
» forms * meetings with school staff
* meeting notices * special education meetings
* progress reports

special education documents

Request translation and interpretation at the child’s school, or by completing the
Translation & Interpretation Request Form, by contacting the
Office of Language Access, or calling 31 1.



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB6ZjF0KTCvxMlSbfIl71QxlUNE1FN1JOV004OFUxVUhYM0JHOUFGQVA5OCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB6ZjF0KTCvxMlSbfIl71QxlUMDhRVUgxQjFSWlI1Vk1SQ1FYNko2Q1JQRSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl

A

Application Resources

AFC

o AFC’s

e DOE Resources

O
O
O

0 2024 NYC

Speci

schools.

.

2024 NYC Public Schools
Admissions Guide

el 'u “" (' :
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ialized High Schools

nyc.gov/Admissions



https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/kindergarten-admissions-guide/
https://www.myschools.nyc/en/
https://schoolsearch.schools.nyc/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/kindergarten
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/kindergarten

Additional Support

Family VWelcome DOE Office of
Centers Student Enrollment

e schools.nyc.gov/IFWC

Advocates for
Children




A
Special Education Resources
AFC

AFC’s

DOE Resources

Kindergarten Orientation Guide

Kindergarten
.__Orien.tation Guide



https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/transition-to-kindergarten/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-kindergarten
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/school-settings/district-75
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/school-settings/specialized-programs

* DOE Kindergarten
Orientation Meetings

O Live Sessions

O Pre-recorded sessions

Kindergarten Or'ientatio_n Meetings

LIVE WEBINAR (Onling)
Must register in advance by going to https:/www.gotomeeting.com/webinar/join-webina
and entaring Webinar IDfotthed late you would like to attend.

9:30am—-11:00am = 6:00pm - 7:30pm %

6:00pm - 7:30pm
Webinar ID: ‘Webinar ID: - Waebinar ID:
567-609-875 831-103-355 f SD‘I 4?6 499

? r v AN L
- LB
M
R
e #
gaoam 11 [}Dam % ’

Webinar ID:
242-888-850

Q'Bﬂam 11:00am

TN Webinar ID:
G Ld 808-237-083
SPANISH ONLY



https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/special-education/kindergarten-orientation-flyer-2023-accessible-v2-r1c-bb-web
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-kindergarten

A

Advocates for Children of New York
Pmtccting every child’s right to learn

Call us with questions!

Helpline: 866-427-6033 (toll free)
Monday-Thursday, |0am-4pm

info@advocatesforchildren.org



mailto:info@advocatesforchildren.org
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