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Helpline: 1-866-427-6033
(Mon-Thurs, |0am — 4pm)

Free legal services to low-income
families

Guides and resources:
www.advocatesforchildren.org

Workshops and trainings

Policy Advocacy and Impact
Litigation



http://www.advocatesforchildren.org/

®«
) e Together Growing Strong
Juntos Florecemos
[ nw 175

Together Growing Strong is o community
dedicated to supporting Sunset Park families,
from pregnancy through the age of seven.

TOGETHER GROWING STRONG
CARE PROGRAMMING

CoMMUNITY-BASED
Acnvimes

Resources

Epucarion

» Playgroups » Virtual and in-person workshops
» Read Alouds » Weekly parenting tips

» Holiday Toy Drive » Community swap events
» Ready for K workshop series  » Food pantry

JOIN OUR NEW FACEEOOK PRIVATE GROUP

where you con meet other caregivers and receive program updates!

- i
Together Grawing Scrong 5. partnership amang the Family Health Centers ot MYU Langane, mem
and N¥U Largoes Hosploal-Eroakiyn. TR

WY Grossman: School of Madicing




The Law for Students with
Disabilities




Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

IDEA: All children (ages 3-21%*) with a disability...

Least

Appropriate Restrictive

Environment

FAPE LRE




A

ﬂ Preschool Special Education

For children ages 3-5

Department of Education (DOE) J

| | Regional Committee on Special
Education (CSE) Offices

Committee on Preschool Special
Education (CPSE)
CPSE Administrators




A

i When Can Services Begin?

If eligible:
January 2" July |5t
* If child turns 3 * If child turns 3 from
from Jan |5t - June July It - December

30th 3| st




Families have

to wait until
their child
starts 3-K to
request
preschool
special
education
services.

True or False
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Eligibility

Delay in | or more
area:

|2 months or
33% in |

25% in 2

Adaptive/
Self-help 3l

Social/

Emotional

Physical/
Motor

Cognitive

Y Ability \

- Communi-

cation




1L
Has disability that affects child’s
educational performance
o autism
o deafness

o deaf-blindness

o hearing impairment

o orthopedic impairment
o other health impairment
o traumatic brain injury

o or visual impairment




Evaluate

B), 3rd
Birthday

Individualized

Education Program
(IEP)

Eligible




A

i El Transition Dates

If eligible, you can extend El services until:

August 3 |*t December 31st
* If child turns 3 from * If child turns 3 from
Jan It - August 3[*t September |5t -

December 3|t




If found eligible, how early can Dillon start
Preschool Special Education?

a. January 2

b. February 215t

c. February 22

d. July [t




How long can Dillon remain in El if the family
decides to extend?

a. Until February 21t
b. June 30%

c.August 3|

d. December 3|+t




If Dillon is not found eligible for Preschool

Special Education, when will his El services end?
a. February 20t
b. February 28
c.March [t

d.June 30t i

A




~
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ﬂ Evaluation Process Overview

Parent refers

DOE sends

packet within
3 days

Parent
schedules
evaluations

Parent signs
consent

|[EP meeting

Services




A

i Step |: Referral

e Home e Referral e Email, in

district letter person,
fax,

certified

Q % mail



https://schoolsearch.schools.nyc/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/help/committees-on-special-education
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ﬂ Step |: Referral

DOE should send you the referral packet within 3 school days.

Medical form

Housing
Questionnaire

List of Referral DOE
evaluation Preschool

agencies Packet Programs




A
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Step 2: Evaluations

Physical

History

Social Psychological

Evaluation

Observation




A Step 3: Development of the IEP

i IEP Meeti@Timeline
. . * |[EP meeting must
el occurwithin 60

calendar days of
signing consent form

e Services must start
within 60 school days
of signing consent
form




The IEP meeting should be held by:
a. October 315t

b. November |5th
c. December |5%
d. January |t




A
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Step 3: Development of the IEP

Meeting Participants

General

A\
Education @

Teacher ‘

CPSE
Administrator

(Disﬁ:iSt Rep)
() :

©

Special

@

Education K)

Teacher




A Step 3: Development of the IEP
i Sections of the IEP

Child’s Child’s

Classification Strengths Needs

Goals & g - § Program and
Obijectives oty Bl Service




A
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Step 3: Development of the IEP
Program Recommendations

Least
Restrictive

* Special Education Itinerant Teacher (SEIT)

* Special Class in an Integrated Setting (SCIS)

* May also include Related Services

More
Restrictive

* Special Class (ex. 6:1:2,8:1:2, 12:1:2)

* May also include Related Services




A Step 3: Development of the IEP

Supports & Related Services
L'}

Occupational
Therapy (OT)

Physical Therapy
(PT)

Speech Therapy
(ST)

Paraprofessionals

Assistive
Technology (AT)

Counseling

Nursing

Behavioral

Intervention Plan
(BIP)

Bilingual Services

Transportation

Services for

|2 months

*This is a partial list.




(o))
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ThelEP

INDIVIDUALIZED EDTUCATION PROGEAM (IEF)

STUDERMT MAME: DisABILITY CLASSIFICATION: .__Cl f .
DATE OF BIRTH: Locar TD #: /F—— assitication

PROJECTED DATE OF ANMUAL REVIEW: = .
L x Date of next IEP Meeting:

No more than a year after
PRESENT LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE AND INDIVIDUAL NEEDS date of current IEP
DOCTUMENTATION OF STUDENT'S CURRENT PERFORMANCE AND ACADEMIC, DEVELOPMENT AL AND FUNCTIONAL NEEDS

PROJECTED DATEIEP IS TO BE IMPLEMENTED: &
L 2 |IEP ‘Start’ Date

EVALUATION RESULTS (INCLUDING FOR SCHOOL-AGE STUDENTS, PERFORMAMNCE ON STATE AND DISTRICT-WIDE ASSESSMEMNTS)

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, FUNCTIONAL PERFORMAMNCE AND LEARNING CHARACTERISTICS
LEVELS OF KNOWLEDGE AND DEVELOPMENT IN SUBJECT AND SKI1L AREAS INCIUDING ACTIVITIES OF DALY LIVING, IEVEL OF INTELLECTUAL FUNCTIONING,
ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR, EXPECTED RATE OF PROGRESS IN ACQUIRING SKILLE AND INFORMATION, AND LEARNING STYLE:

ATUDENT STRENGTHE, PREFERENCES, INTERESTS: S “ ” , 1
STUDENT STRENGTHS NCES, INTERESTS: E/ Snap Shot” of Student’s Skills & Needs

ACADEMIC, DEVELOPMENT AL AND FUNCITOMAL NEEDS OF THE STUDENT, INCLIDING COMSIDERATION OF STUDENT NEEDS THAT ARE OF CONCERN TO THE
FARENT:

SOoCAL DEVELOPMENT
THE DEGREE (EXTENT) AND QUALITY OF THE STUDENT'S RELATIONSHIPS WITH PEERS AND ADULTS, FEELINGS ABOUT SELF, AND SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT T SCHOHOL
AND COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT %

STUDENT STRENGTHS

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT NEEDS OF THE 5711 LYENT, ENCLUDMCG COMSIEERATION OF STUDRDENT MEELDS THAT ARE OF COMUERN TO THE PARENT:

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
THE DEGREE (EXTENT) AND QUALITY OF THE STUDENT'S MOTOR AND SENSORY DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH, VITALITY AND PHYSICAL SKILLS OR LIMITATIONS WHICH
PERTAIN TO 'THE LEARNING PRONESS:

STUDENT STRENGTHS

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT NEEDS OF THE STUDENT, INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF STUDENT NEEDS THAT ARE OF CONCERN TO THE PARENT:

Mow York State Education Department IEP Form 20



MarMaceEnMENT NEEDS
THE MATURE (TYFPE| AND DEGREE |EXTENT| TO WHICH EMNVIROMMENTAL AND HULAN OR MATERIAT RESOURCES ARE MEEDED T ADDRESS NEEDS IDEMTIFIED
ABOVE:

EFFECT OF STUDENT INEED2 ON INVOLVEMENT AND PROGRE33 IN THE GENERAL EpvcaTionN CURRICULUM OR. FOR A PREACHOOL STUDENT, EFFECT
OF STUDENT INEED2 0 PARTICIFATION IN AFFROFRIATE ACTIVITIES

STUDENT NEEDA RELATING TO SFECIAL FACTORS

BASED O THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE STUDENT'S MEEDS, THE COARITTEE MIST CONSIDER WHETHER THE STUDENT MEEDS A PARTICULAR DEVICE OR SERVICE
T ADDRESS THE SPECIAL FACTORS AS DNDICATED BELOW, AMD IF 50, THE AFFROFRIATE SECTICHN OF THE IEP MUST IDENTIFY THE FARTICULAR DEVICE OR
SERVICE(S| MEEDED.

Dioes the smdenr need satemes, melnding posstre beharioral nterrennons , sHFEsite R E i rEnes tEriddiEgs: behamors thar impede the smdent’s learning or
that of others® [] Ves [] 3o = Behavior Supports?

Does the student need a bebarmoml interrention plan: Mo [] Tes

For a smdent with lovted Engl

S

proficiency, does heshe need a special edncation sermice to addeess hus her langnage needs as ther relate to the IEF?

[(Jwes ]2 [] 2o Applicable _ _ __ %_ |

supports

For 2 smdent who is blnd or msnally imparred, does he,/she need mstomction in Braille and the nse of Braille: Ver [ Mo [ Mot Applicable
Dioes the smdent need a parnenlar dewice or service to address us ‘here conmmancation needs? ] wes No

In the caze of 2 smdent who iz deaf or haed of hearing, does the smdenr need a2 partienlar device or zermice in considesanon of the smdend': lanpnage and
commmkcaton nesds, oppormaities for direct commmnications with peers and professional personnel in the smdenrs langnage and commnmecation mode.
acadenue level, and full moge of needs, wcnding oppormnities for disect instonction m the smdent's langnage and comomnication mode?

[]es Mo [] Mot Applicable

Does the student need an assistive technology device and,/ o service? [ | Ves [ Neo @Assistive Technology

If 725, does the Commines recommend that the device(s) be nzed m the smdent's home? Tes Mo
BECooamiG MOT LATER THAN 'THE FEsT [EF 70 5E Iv EFFRCT WHESN THE STUDENTIS AGE 15 (AND AT A YOIRNGIR AGE I DETEFAMDED AFFROPRLIATE)

MEASURABIE POSTSECONDARY GOALS
LOMG-TERM GOALS FOR LIVING, WORKING AND LEARMING AS AN ADULT

EpvcaTionN/ TRAINING
EMPLOYMENT:
INDEPENDENT LIVING SEILL3 (WHEN AFPROPRIATE)

TRAMNSITION NEEDS

In conuderasion of present levels of pesformance, transiton sermice needs of the smdent thar foens on the smdent's conses of smdy, taking inro acconnt the smdent’s

strengths, preferences and interests as ther celate to tanution from schoal to post-school actrmines:

Maw York State Education Department [EP Form




Short + Long Term Goals

ALTERMATE SECTION FOR STUDENT2 WHOAE [EP3 wILL INCLUDE SHORT-TERM [R3TRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVE? AND,/ OR BENCHMARER
fR.'EQI.'.EB‘.ED FOR FRESCHOOL STUDENTS AND FOFR SCHOOL-AGE STUDENTS WHO MEET ELIGINLITY CRITERLIA TO TAEE THE INEW VORE STATE ALTERTMATE AS&E-ED.EENT]

MEASURABIFE ANNUAL GOALS

THE FOLLOWING GOALS ARE RECOMMENDED TO EMABLE THE STUDENT TO BE INVOLVED IMN AND FROGRESS IN THE GENERAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM CR, FOR A
FRESCHOOL CHILD, I AFFROFRIATE ACTIVITIES, ADDRESS OTHER EDUCATIONAL NEEDS THAT RESULT FROM 'THE STUDENT'S DISABILITY, AND, FOR A SCHOOL-AGE
STUDENT, FREFARE THE STUDENT TO MEET FIS HER POSTSECONDARY GOATS.

ANMNUAL GOAL CRITERIA MeETHOD SCHEDULE
WHAT THE STUDENT WILL BE EXFECTED TC ACHIEVE EY THE LIEASURE TO DETERMINE IF How FROGEESS WILL EE WHENM FROGRESS WILL
EMD OF THE YEAR IN WHICH THE IEF IS ©J EFFECT COAL HAS EEEN ACHIEVED LMEASURED EE MEASURED

SHORT-TERM [MNSTRUCTIONAL COE[ECTIVES AND/OR BEMNCHMARKS (INTERMEDIATE STEFS BETWEEN THE STUDENT 5 FRESENT LEVEL OF FERFORMANCE AND THE
MEASURAELE AMMNUAL GOAL

A _ N
L//Z/Benchmarks for Pre-K students \\‘A

ArMUAL GOoAL CRITERIA MeTHOD SCHEDULE

- i

SHORT-TERM [MNSTRIUCTIONAL BECTIVES AND/OR EENCHMARES (INTERMEDIATE STEPS BETWEEN THE STUDENT 5 FRESENT LEVEL OF FERFORMANCE AND THE
MEASTURABLE ANMNUAL GOAL

ArvuaL GOAL CRITERIA MeTHOD SCHEDULE

SHORT-TERM [MNSTRUCTIONAL COEJECTIVES AND /OR BENCHMARES (INTERMEDIATE STEFS BEIWEEN THE STUDENT 5 FRESENT LEVEL OF FERFORMANCE AND THE
MEASURABLE ANMNUAL GOAL

DUFLICATE TAELE ROWS A5 NEEDED Progress reports: When & how many? IP

. |

| —

LS
I REPORTING PROGERESS TO PARENTS \’/{

I Idennifr when penodic tepocrs on the smdent's progress tovrard meeting the annmal goals will be provided to the smdent’s parenes:

Mew York State Education Department IEP Form



EECOMMENDED SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGERAMS ANWND SERVICES

SreEcIAL EDUcaTionN PROGRAM / SERVICES

SERVICE DELIVERY
RECOMMENDATION3*

FrEQUENCY
How orreas
PEOVILETY

DuraTION
ILeescTHOr
EPSSIORT

LocaTion
WHIEE SFRVICE WILL BE
FEOVIDID

PrOJECTED
BEcmaG
SERVICE
DaTE(3)

SrECcIAL EDucaTtioN PROGRAM:

Program description
(e.g., SEIT or special class)

RELATED SERVICES:

OT, PT, Counseling...

SUFFLEMENTARY AIDA AND SERVICE2 / PROGRAM
MoDIFICATIONS / ACCOMAMODATIONS:

AzaraTIvE TECHNOLOGY DEVICE2 AND/OR
SEEVICEX:

SUPPORTA FOR ScHOOL PER20™MEL oM BEHALF
OF THE STUDENT:

Idennify, f applicable, class wze |maminomm smdent-to-sraff rano), langnage if other than English gromp or mdwridnal secmces, direct and /or indirect consnltane
teacher sermices of other sermice delrery recommendations

Mew York State Education Department IEP Form




A
ﬂ Step 4: Starting IEP Services

The CPSE administrator A .
: s soon as possible after
should set up all services the IEP meetin
on the child’s IEP = ceting

No later than 60 school
Services Must Start... days after parent signs
consent

Start date listed on the
|EP




Services should be provided by:
a. October 31«

b. December |5
c. January I«
d. January |5%




Know Your Rights:
Problem with Related Services?

. Serwces. Child needs
Services are | offered outside .
transportation

not in place of child’s .
preschool to services

(I) Contact CPSE administrator

(2) Contact DOE Special Education Office at
relatedservices@schools.nyc.gov and
copy AFC at preschool@afcnyc.org




Due Process Rights

State/
OCR Mediation

Complaint

Impartial
Hearing




Language Access Rights:
Translation & Interpretation

Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, French, Haitian-
Creole, Korean, Russian, Spanish, Urdu

Translation: Interpretation:

* letters * parent-teacher conferences
* forms * parent association meetings
* meeting notices * meetings with school staff

* special education * special education meetings
documents

Request translation and interpretation at the child’s school, or by completing the

Translation & Interpretation Request Form, by contacting the
Office of Language Access or calling 31 1.



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB6ZjF0KTCvxMlSbfIl71QxlUNE1FN1JOV004OFUxVUhYM0JHOUFGQVA5OCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB6ZjF0KTCvxMlSbfIl71QxlUMDhRVUgxQjFSWlI1Vk1SQ1FYNko2Q1JQRSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl

A
i Transition to Kindergarten

* All children, born in 2021 have the right to a public
school kindergarten seat in September 2026

Applying to
Kindergarten

All students should apply

Kindergarten IEP

Students with disabilities
For District 1-32 schools In all school settings
e ———
December 9,2025 — January Create |EP in the Winter
23,2026 and Spring 2026
S————————— —_—




Developmental
Milestones

AFC Resources

Guide to Early
Intervention

Guide to
Preschool Special
Education Services

Transition to
Kindergarten

Applying to 3-K &
Pre-K

Preschool Related

Services

Visit Our Website!



https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/developmental-milestones/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/developmental-milestones/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/guide-to-early-intervention/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/guide-to-early-intervention/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/guide-to-preschool-special-education-services/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/guide-to-preschool-special-education-services/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/guide-to-preschool-special-education-services/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/transition-to-kindergarten
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/transition-to-kindergarten
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/ece-guide/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/ece-guide/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/ece-guide/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/ece-guide/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/ece-guide/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/ece-guide/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/related-services-for-preschool-students/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/related-services-for-preschool-students/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/resource/related-services-for-preschool-students/
https://advocatesforchildren.org/topic/early-childhood/

ﬂ DOE Contacts

\ The transition from

: eitopreschool@schools.nyc.gov
Early Intervention 4

A Preschool related

: relatedservices@schools.nyc.gov
SErvices 4

\ The transition to

. kindergarteniepprocess@schools.nyc.gov
kindergarten 4

\ Enrollment in 3-K, Pre- - 18.935.9005
K Infant &Toddler esenrollment@schools.nyc.gov
’



mailto:eitopreschool@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:relatedservices@schools.nyc.gov

DOE Resources

El to Pre-K Transition Guide

Family Guide to PSSE

Moving to Preschool

3-K (nyc.gov/3k)

- Pre-K (nyc.gov/PreK) |



https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/special-education/preschool-to-age-21/moving-to-preschool
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/3k
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enroll-grade-by-grade/pre-k

Advocates for Children of New York
Protecting every childs right to learn

Call us with questions!

Helpline: 866-427-6033 (toll free)
Monday-Thursday, |0am-4pm

info@advocatesforchildren.org



mailto:info@advocatesforchildren.org
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