
June 6, 2022 

 

The Honorable Eric Adams  

Mayor of the City of New York 

City Hall  

New York, NY 10007 

 

Re: Invest $5 Million in the Mental Health Continuum, an innovative, evidence-based 

model where high-need schools partner with hospital-based mental health clinics to 

prioritize student wellness and family engagement so students can succeed in school  

 

Dear Mayor Adams, 

 

We are writing on behalf of a broad group of advocates, parents, students, and community 

members to urge you to take a necessary next step in your Administration’s efforts to serve 

students with mental health needs. As highlighted in a recent U.S. Surgeon General’s Advisory, 

the COVID-19 pandemic has spurred a youth mental health crisis. Over the past two years, many 

of our young people have experienced unprecedented disruption, isolation, and loss—for 

example around 8,600 New York City children lost a parent or caregiver to COVID. An 

alarming number of children and adolescents are experiencing anxiety, depression, self-harm, 

and/or suicidal thoughts or attempts.  However, access to mental health care is severely limited.  

Schools have the potential to be sites of wellness, healing, and recovery—but only if we 

reimagine the student experience to ensure that schools have adequate resources to address 

students’ emotional, behavioral, and mental health needs in a trauma-informed, culturally 

competent manner. 

 

There are viable solutions.  Last year, the City funded the Mental Health Continuum, an 

innovative and evidence-based model for supporting students with significant, unmet 

mental health needs by integrating a range of direct services and developing stronger 

partnerships between schools and hospital-based mental health clinics. With baselined 

funding for the Mental Health Continuum, the Department of Education (“DOE”), Health 

+ Hospitals (“H+H”), and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (“DOHMH”) can 

provide more effective and efficient supports to students with significant mental health 

needs in high-needs schools.  Unfortunately, in FY 22, the City allocated $5 million for the 

Mental Health Continuum for only one year so, unless extended, the funding for this critical 

initiative will expire in June 2022 just when it is getting off the ground.  

 

The Mental Health Continuum represents the first-ever cross-agency collaboration (DOE, 

H+H and DOHMH) to help students with significant mental health challenges access direct 

mental health services in school and connect students to other services throughout the City. 

This model prioritizes wellness through school partnerships with hospital-based mental 

health clinics; NYC Well hotline expansion to advise school staff; child mobile response 

teams to respond to students in crisis; direct mental health services; School-Based Mental 

Health staff; Collaborative Problem Solving training, an evidence-based approach to 

building school staff capacity to better manage student behavior; and family engagement. 

Ongoing support for this model will generate a huge cost savings by preventing student 



involvement in the foster care system, law enforcement system, juvenile or criminal legal 

system, and hospital system. This model aims to meet the needs of students with significant 

mental health challenges in the schools and neighborhoods with the highest rates of NYPD 

interventions, suspensions, and chronic absenteeism.  

 

With $5 million in the FY 22 budget, the model is currently launching in 50 high-needs 

schools in the South Bronx and Central Brooklyn to provide the support that students and 

schools desperately need now and moving forward.  However, its success depends on future 

sustainability. The City must baseline $5 million for the Mental Health Continuum in order 

for it to succeed, with the following funding allocations: 
 

• FY 23: DOE: $889,459; H+H: $3,638,068; DOHMH: $472,473  (Total: $5M).  

• FY 24 (and beyond): DOE: $787,272; H+H: $3,740,255; DOHMH: $472,473 (Total: 

$5M).  

 

We urge the City to include and baseline $5 million in the FY 2023 budget to sustain the Mental 

Health Continuum. Without this investment, these schools will continue to rely on law 

enforcement, hospital emergency rooms, exclusion from school, lost instruction time, and 

punishment when a non-police, public health continuum of targeted, evidence-based 

interventions is needed to prevent student mental health crises and appropriately respond when 

they occur so students can succeed. It is time for the City to make this strategic cross-system 

investment.   

 

We stand ready to work with you to advance this critical budget priority and would be happy to 

meet with you to discuss it. For follow up, please contact Kim Sweet, Executive Director, 

Advocates for Children of New York, at ksweet@advocatesforchildren.org or (212) 822-9514, or 

Dawn Yuster, Director of the School Justice Project at Advocates for Children of New York, at 

dyuster@advocatesforchildren.org or (212) 822-9542. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Organizational Signatories: 

Advocates for Children of New York 

Alliance for Quality Education 

Barrier Free Living 

Barrier Free Living/Freedom House 

Cardinal McCloskey 

Children's Defense Fund-New York 

Citizens' Committee for Children of New 

York 

D75 President's Council 

Dignity in Schools Campaign NY 

Girls for Gender Equity 

Gutman Vasiliou, LLP 

HWHF - Healthy Women Healthy Futures 

Isaacs Bernstein PC 

 

Just Kids Early Childhood Learning Center 

Kennedy Children's Center 

Law Office of Nicole Q Saldana 

Law Office of Scott M. Cohen PLLC 

Law Offices of H. Jeffrey Marcus, P.C. 

Law Offices of Nancy Rothenberg PLLC 

Lawyers For Children 

Littman Krooks LLP 

Lutheran Social Services of New York 

Metropolitan Parent Center 

NYC Coalition for Educating Families 

Together 

NYU Education Advocacy Clinic 

Our Bodies our births 

mailto:ksweet@advocatesforchildren.org
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Parents Supporting Parents NY 

(PSPNY) 

Sistas & Brothas United-Northwest Bronx 

Community & Clergy Coalition 

StriveHigher Inc. 

Swain Creative Media Group, llc 

The Coalition for Behavioral Health 

The Innovative Daycare Corp 

The Renaissance Charter School 

The Westside Commons 

Tutors on Wheels 

United Neighborhood Houses 

Urban Youth Collaborative 

Voces Ciudadanas 

Westchester Children's Association 

 

 

Individual Signatories: 

Alexander Bruzzo 

Alexandria D’Atri 

Alexandria Lockhart 

Allison Guttu 

Allison Sullivan 

Amaiya Harris 

Amanda Negron 

Amy McDevitt 

Ana Melo 

Andrea Daniels 

Andrew Kurzweil 

Andrew Skotnicki 

Angelina Andino 

Angie Diaz 

Anita Baburaj 

Annette Jimenez 

Astrid Hoffius 

Ayanna Gonzalez 

Becky Dorwin-Kipnis, 

LCSW, School Social 

Worker 

Bernice Nieves 

Briana Baxter 

Caitlin Thomas 

Carlos Aponte-Salcedo, Jr. 

Carmen Rodriguez 

Carolina Polanco 

Caroline McAndrews 

Carolyn Bazata 

Charissa Fernandez 

Claremarie Bonafede 

Claudia Rahman 

Claudia Valdez 

Courtney Epton 

cristal 

Crystal Baker-Burr 

curtis dick 

Dana Derchin Derchin 

Danette Brown 

Danielle Whyte 

Dawn Theall 

Deborah Cooper 

Debra Freeman 

Debra Katz Doogan 

Debs Su 

Deidre Jones 

Delois Coleman 

DOROTHY E 

DEVANTIER 

Dr. Jackie Espinal 

Dr. Shauna Weinstein 

Earlyn Williams 

Ebonie Williams, LMSW 

Edgar Trinidad 

Eleanor T. Carter-Wine 

Elena Shahom 

Elisa Chauca 

Elizabeth Cordero 

Elizabeth Soto-Cardona 

Ellen R. Rozman 

Emily Rieger 

Erika De La Pena 

Erika Gonzalez 

Erin Lawson 

fanny duran-pena 

felicia tucker 

Frances Gonzalez 

Gina Rotundo 

gisselle pardo 

Gladys Gomez 

Gwen 

Holiday Haber 

Ilianna Fermin 

Ingrid H 

Isabel Quintana 

Jacqueline Camacho 

Jannatul Kawser 

Jasmin benitez  

Jazzy Rivera 

Jeanette williams 

Jennifer a cienki 

Jennily De Jesus 

Jesse C Wine 

Jessie McQueen 

JoAnn Schneider 

Jonathan P. Stead, Esq. 

josephine schiele 

Julia Wood 

Kaliris Y Salas 

Katherine Hoy 

Katrina 

Kayla Rogers 

Kendelle Argrette 

Khadijah Barrow-Rashid, 

MA 

Kimberly Amazu 

Kimone Bradley  

Kurt Rieke 

Lannetta Jeffers 

Laurel G. 

Lauren Aronson 

Leidy Cespedes/ Fair 

Futures Supervisor 

Liana DeKind 

Lisa M Pena-Humes 



Lupe Hernandez 

Maja Cvetkovic 

Malcolm Sacks 

Malinda Dean 

Mara Faerman 

Margarita Hernandez 

Maria Villalobos 

Mary Ko 

Mary McNicholas 

Marylou Torres 

Maxine Rosario 

Megan Hester 

Megan Meyer 

Melissa Klosk, PsyD 

Michael Gilberg 

Michele Marcel 

Michelle Hom 

Miriam Borgella 

Miriam Nunberg 

Monica McQuaid 

Ms Carmen Zeis 

Naina Mirpuri 

Naomi Abraham 

Nathia Nicholas 

Natisha Brown 

Nijah A. Mcclain 

Oluwatoyin Ajibade 

Ozzie Araujo 

PERPETUA IGWEATU 

Phyllis Evans 

Rasheedah Brown-Harris 

Renee M Corcoran 

Ricardo Ramirez 

Rosa Diaz 

Rosamaria noel  

Sam Kahn 

Sarah Birnbaum 

Sarah Cassel 

SaSaDi Odunsi 

Shadina charles 

Shakeria Francis 

Shalonda Curtis-Hackett 

Shavon Glover 

Sheree Gibson 

Simone Watson 

Starsky Rivas 

Stephanie Lee 

Stephanie Maslow 

Blackman 
Steve Koppelman 

Sulu LeoNimm 

Susan Silvestri 

Susan Yellin 

Tamara Pagan 

Theresa Roberts 

Tienn T. Parkhi-Wine 

Tisha Brown 

Tracy L. Gray  

Ty Campbell-Hosein 

Valerie Roker 

Vanessa Cuesta 

Venus Cooper 

Veronica Millender 

Viany Orozco 

Vionette Morales 

Wilfredo Rodriguez 

Yvette Reid 


