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June 23, 2021 

 

The Honorable Bill de Blasio  

Mayor of the City of New York 

City Hall 

New York, NY  10007 

 

Re: Meeting the Need for Preschool Special Education Classes 

 

Dear Mayor de Blasio: 

 

We are writing to ask you to address the shortage of preschool special education classes and 

provide salary parity to teachers of preschool special education classes at community-based 

organizations (CBOs) this year.  While we appreciate that the City included funding in the 

Executive Budget for preschool special education, we are disappointed that there is no funding to 

address the shortage of preschool special education classes until Fiscal Year 23 and no 

commitment to salary parity for preschool special education class teachers even in FY 23.  3-K 

and Pre-K will never be “for all” until the City ensures a preschool special education class seat 

for every child who needs one. 

 

While many preschoolers with disabilities participate in 3-K or Pre-K for All programs, some 

children with more significant disabilities have Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) that 

require more specialized settings—preschool special education classes that offer smaller class 

sizes and are led by teachers trained to educate students with disabilities. However, even as the 

City has committed to expanding 3-K to all 32 community school districts this September, it is 

falling far short of providing preschool special education classes to all children whose IEPs 

require them.  In fact, recently released data show that, as of the end of the 2019-2020 school 

year, 1,215 New York City preschoolers were waiting for seats in legally mandated 

preschool special education classes in violation of their legal rights. 

 

The Executive Budget includes a new investment of $22M in FY 22 for preschool special 

education, increasing to $88M in FY 23.  We are pleased to see an investment in preschool 

special education and strongly support several of the initiatives proposed for FY 22 such as 

adding 3-K integrated classes and hiring inclusion specialists, Early Intervention transition 

coordinators, and preschool special education administrators and community coordinators.  We 

thank you for taking these important steps. 

 

However, there is no funding slated until FY 23 to address the preschool special education class 

shortage, which that has left preschoolers with disabilities sitting at home without services while 

their peers have increased access to early childhood education programs.  Providing children 

with their mandated preschool special education classes is not optional, and the City cannot wait 

another year to provide children with the classes they have a legal right to receive. 

 

Furthermore, while the Executive Budget would provide certain financial and programmatic 

support to DOE-contracted CBOs that run preschool special education classes starting in FY 23, 

the City has not yet committed to providing salary parity to teachers of preschool special 



 2 

education classes, even in FY 23.  Two years ago, the City reached an early childhood salary 

parity agreement to pay prekindergarten teachers at CBOs the same starting salaries as public 

school teachers, but excluded teachers of preschool special education classes at CBOs from this 

agreement.  As a result, teachers who lead preschool special education classes at CBOs are now 

some of the lowest-paid educators in New York City, despite serving preschoolers with the most 

intensive needs.  Under the City’s salary parity agreement, other early childhood teachers will 

receive a salary increase in October 2021.  Without a commitment to salary parity this year, we 

worry that preschool special class teachers will flock to general education classes, leaving 

children with disabilities without teachers and making the shortage of preschool special 

education classes even worse. 

 

Preschoolers with significant disabilities should not have to wait another year for the City 

to make needed investments to meet their needs.  We urge you to ensure that the final FY 22 

budget includes funding to ensure a preschool special education class seat for every preschool-

aged child whose IEP mandates one and to extend salary parity to teachers at preschool special 

education classes at CBOs this year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

ADAPT Community Network 

Adaptive Design Association, Inc. 

Advocates for Children of New York 

AHRC NYC 

Alliance for Quality Education  

Alternatives for Children 

Amber Charter Schools 

ARISE Coalition 

Association to Benefit Children 

Astor Services for Children and Families  

Birch Family Services 

Block Institute Preschool 

Brooklyn Defender Services 

CACF - Coalition for Asian American Children and Families 

Caring Parents 

Child Study Center of New York 

Children's Defense Fund - New York 

Chinese-American Planning Council (CPC)  

Citizens' Committee for Children of New York 

Citywide Council on Special Education 

Clarke Schools for Hearing and Speech 

Committee for Hispanic Children & Families (CHCF) 

Eden II School 

Educators for Excellence - New York 

El Puente  

Everyone Reading, Inc.  

Extreme Kids & Crew 
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Flanbwayan Haitian Literacy Project  

Goddard Riverside 

HeartShare Education Center 

HeartShare Human Services of New York 

Hebrew Academy for Special Children (HASC) 

Hispanic Federation  

ICCD 

INCLUDEnyc 

InterAgency Council of Developmental Disabilities Inc. 

Jackson Developmental Center 

JCCA 

Jewish Community Center of Staten Island, Inc. 

Just Kids 

Kennedy Children's Center 

Kew Gardens SEP 

Kids Unlimited PT, OT & SLP, PLLC 

Lawyers for Children, Inc. 

League Education and Treatment Center 

Life-Skills Home Training Tutorial Program for Preschoolers, Inc. 

Little Meadows Early Childhood Center 

Manhattan Mothers & Others 

Marie Pense Center  

MercyFirst 

Metropolitan Parent Center, Sinergia 

Mott Haven Academy Charter School 

New Alternatives for Children  

New York Center for Child Development 

New York Center for Infants and Toddlers 

New York Immigration Coalition 

New York Zero to Three Network 

Northside Center for Child Development Day School 

NYC Coalition for Children with Special Needs 

NYS Alliance for Children with Special Needs 

NYU Education Advocacy Clinic 

Omni Childhood Center 

PRESSNYC 

Prevent Child Abuse NY 

Psychotherapeutic Evaluational Programs, Inc. 

QSAC, Inc.  

Queens Centers for Progress 

Research Foundation for SUNY/ICLC/Lamm 

Rising Ground 

Small Wonder Preschool, Inc. 

South East Bronx Neighborhood Centers, Inc 

Special Education Law and Advocacy Field Clinic, Cardozo School of Law 

Special Support Services 
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St. Mary's Hospital for Children 

Starting Point Services for Children  

SteppingStone Day School 

Suslovich and Klein LLP 

The Center for Independence of the Disabled -- NY 

The Children's Law Center  

The Guild for Exceptional Children 

The Jewish Board of Family & Children's Services 

The New York Foundling 

The Right to Read Project 

Therapy and Learning Center 

These Our Treasures, Inc. 

United Cerebral Palsy of Queens d/b/a Queens Centers for Progress  

UNITED COMMUNITY SERVICES, INC. 

United Neighborhood Houses 

United We Stand of New York 

Variety Child Learning Center 

Village Child Development Center 

VOA - Greater New York 

Zone 126 


