
 

 
 

 

For Immediate Release 

Contact:  Isabella Rieke, Communications Manager • 646-871-6739 • irieke@afcnyc.org     

 

November 5, 2020 (NEW YORK CITY) — Today, Advocates for Children of New York (AFC) 

issued the following response to the release of the New York City Department of Education 
(DOE)’s suspension data report for the 2019-20 school year:  

 

The new suspension data released on Tuesday show that New York City has continued to make 
progress in its efforts to reduce the use of exclusionary discipline and keep students in the 

classroom where they belong. While much of the decline in the raw number of suspensions issued 

in the 2019-20 school year is attributable to the three-month closure of school buildings due to 
COVID-19, the fact that suspensions were down 12.6%, relative to 2018-19, prior to the transition 

to remote learning suggests that recent changes to the discipline code and investments in 

restorative justice, mental health supports, and social-emotional learning are having a positive 
impact.  

 

The data also reflect modest improvements with respect to racial disparities in school discipline. In 
2019-20, over half (50.7%) of superintendent’s (long-term) suspensions, along with 41.0% of 

principal’s suspensions, went to Black students, who comprised only 21.6% of the public school 

population (not including charter schools). While the City clearly has much work left to do to 
address these substantial disparities—which result in students losing valuable instructional time—

there are glimmers of progress in this year’s report. In 2018-19, Black students received 52.0% of 

superintendent’s suspensions and 42.1% of principal’s suspensions; overall, the proportion of 
suspensions issued to Black students has dropped by 6.3 percentage points over the past four years 

(43.3% of all suspensions in 2019-20 went to Black students, compared to 49.6% in 2015-16).  

 
Unfortunately, the City has failed to make similar progress with respect to addressing disparities by 

disability status and is instead trending in the wrong direction. Students with disabilities—who are 

about 20% of the student population—received 44.8% of long-term suspensions and 39.1% of 
principal’s suspensions in 2019-20, compared to 43.0% and 38.5%, respectively, the prior year. The 

mailto:irieke@afcnyc.org
https://infohub.nyced.org/reports/government-reports/suspension-reports#jump-to-heading-0


 
 

proportion of all suspensions going to students with special education needs has risen 1.9 
percentage points (from 38.6% to 40.5%) since 2015-16. 

 

“While the City has made notable progress in reducing the number of suspensions, Black students 
and students with disabilities continue to be ousted from their classrooms at alarmingly high rates,” 

said Dawn Yuster, Director of AFC’s School Justice Project. “Given the trauma so many of our 

young people have experienced in recent months, it is more urgent than ever that the DOE 
prioritize providing effective behavioral and mental health supports for students of color and 

students with disabilities. It is essential that students receive the social-emotional support they need 

to be successful this year—and are not excluded from their school communities during these 
already-challenging times.” 

 

 
 

 

 
About Advocates for Children of New York (AFC) 
Since 1971, Advocates for Children of New York has worked to ensure a high-quality education for New York students who face 
barriers to academic success, focusing on students from low-income backgrounds who are at greatest risk for failure or 

discrimination in school because of their poverty, disability, race, ethnicity, immigrant or English Language Learner status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, homelessness, or involvement in the foster care or juvenile justice systems. AFC uses four integrated 

strategies: free advice and legal representation for families of students; free trainings and workshops for parents, communities, and 
educators and other professionals to equip them to advocate on behalf of students; policy advocacy to effect change in the 

education system and improve education outcomes; and impact litigation to protect the right to quality education and compel 

needed reform.  


