June 12, 2020
BY EMAIL

Members of the New York State Board of Regents
New York State Education Department

89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234

Re: Giving Overage 12t Graders the Chance to Graduate After COVID-19
Dear Chancellor Rosa, Members of the Board of Regents and Interim Commissioner Tahoe:

As the 2019-20 school year quickly draws to a close, we are writing as parents, students,
educators, and advocates across New York State to follow up on our May 11' letter. We
continue to urge the New York State Education Department (SED) and the Board of Regents to
give students aging out of school this year the opportunity to return to high school for the
2020-21 school year, rather than lose their chance to earn a high school diploma due to the
pandemic.

The need for your guidance on this issue is extremely urgent. In the absence of action by
SED and the Board of Regents, up to 2,500 overage students will lose their opportunity to earn a
high school diploma when they age out of school just two weeks from today. This is also a racial
equity matter. In New York State, Black high school graduates are seven times more likely than
White students to need six years in high school.! Latinx students are 7.3 times as likely to need
six years. Many students aging out this year were slated to be seventh-year graduates; the racial
disparities among these students are likely even more stark. These students are part of families
and communities that have already been disproportionately burdened by the coronavirus
pandemic.

Overage students are also overwhelmingly multilingual learners and students with
disabilities. We are concerned that, due to COVID-19, 21-year-old students with disabilities have
not had the opportunity to engage in the transition planning that would normally happen before
they age out of school. We want to ensure these young people can return to school to receive the
transition support that is not only critical to their future but legally required.

To ensure that 21-year-old students have the chance to earn their high school diploma and
prepare for the transition to jobs and post-secondary programs, SED and the Board of Regents
must issue guidance directing school districts to permit all students aging out this year without a
diploma to continue their studies when school buildings reopen during the upcoming school year.
In the absence of such action, overage students will be forced to transition to unfamiliar adult
education programs or face surging unemployment rates without a diploma.

! See attached fact sheet, “Who are Sixth-Year Graduates,” available at
https://advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/on _page/NP_6th _yr grads one-pg.pdf



https://advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/on_page/NP_6th_yr_grads_one-pg.pdf

We were glad to hear at this week’s Board of Regents meeting that you are discussing
this issue. The Board of Regents has the authority to direct school districts to allow overage
students to remain in high school and should not leave this important decision to an individual
district or school. With the school year ending in two weeks, the Board of Regents and SED
must act urgently to ensure students aging out of school can return and receive the education they
missed out on due to the pandemic.

We thank you for your attention to this matter and we stand ready to support your efforts
to develop guidance. Please contact Ashley Grant at agrant@advocatesforchildren.org or 212-
822-9548 or with any questions or to discuss our recommendations. We wish you health, safety
and courage as you continue to provide necessary leadership during these challenging times.

Sincerely,
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