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November 20, 2017 

 

BY EMAIL  

 

Chancellor Betty Rosa 

New York State Board of Regents 

89 Washington Avenue 

Albany, NY 12234  

 

Commissioner MaryEllen Elia 
New York State Education Department 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12234 
 
Re: Comments on Proposed Amendment to Regulations Establishing a new Pathway to a HSE 

Diploma  

Dear Chancellor Rosa and Commissioner Elia: 

 
The Coalition for Multiple Pathways to a Diploma submits these comments in support of the 
New York State Education Department (NYSED) proposal to amend Section 100.7 of the 
Regulations of the Commissioner of Education (Section 100.7) to establish a new pathway to a 
New York State high school equivalency (HSE) diploma. 
 
The Coalition is a state-wide coalition with more than 65 members, including advocates, 
teachers, administrators, parents and youth, representing a broad cross-section of students, 
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including students with disabilities, multilingual learners, and economically disadvantaged 
students. Our Coalition is united by the concern that high-stakes standardized exit exams serve 
as a barrier to high school graduation for students who have otherwise mastered New York 
State standards and are college or career ready.   
 
We continue to urge New York State to create multiple instructional and assessment pathways 
to a high school diploma, each of which holds all students to high expectations, provides them 
with quality instruction, and opens doors to career and post-secondary opportunities. The 
Coalition supports the proposed amendment to Section 100.7 because it creates an additional 
pathway to a HSE diploma for the many students who leave high school without a diploma 
under the current framework. As the Deputy Commissioners noted in their October 5, 2017 
memo to the P-12 Education and ACCES Committees, more than 36,000 students who entered 
high school in 2011 and 2012 left school four years later without a diploma. However, more 
than 15,000 of these students had made significant progress toward a diploma by passing one 
or more Regents exams. We agree with the Deputy Commissioners that allowing New Yorkers 
to use passing Regents scores to earn a HSE diploma will encourage over-age and under-
credited students to remain engaged in high school even if their circumstances do not allow 
them to complete high school before aging out of the school system.  
 
We are pleased to see that the proposed amendment includes passing scores earned using the 

safety net and appeal provisions set forth in 100.5(d)(7)(i)(a),(b), and (c) to provide students 

with disabilities and multilingual learners with additional pathways to a HSE diploma. The 

Coalition urges the Board of Regents to make the following changes to allow all students who 

have made progress toward a high school diploma to apply their passing scores toward a 

parallel TASC subtest as they seek to earn their HSE diploma: 

 Include “compensatory safety net” passing scores.  We recommend that the proposed 

amendment be revised to allow students with disabilities to use passing scores as 

defined by 100(b)(7)(vi)(c), also known as the “compensatory safety net.”  For example, 

this amendment would allow a student with a disability who has passed the English, 

Math, and Science Regents exams with scores of 66, 65 and 45, respectively, to 

substitute these scores for the corresponding Reading, Writing, Math and Science 

subtests of the TASC.   

 Include Approved Alternatives to the Regents Exams. Currently, students who attend 

high schools within the New York Performance Standard Consortium can earn Regents 

diplomas by completing Performance Based Assessment Tasks (PBATs) in lieu of Math, 

History and Science Regents exams.  It is not clear whether the proposed amendment 

would allow successfully completed PBATs to substitute for the corresponding TASC 

subtest. As such, we recommend that the Board of Regents clarify this issue to allow 

students who successfully demonstrated competency in Math, History or Science by 
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completing a PBAT to substitute these PBATs for the corresponding TASC subtest to earn 

a HSE diploma. 

 

Finally, we recommend that NYSED issue guidance to schools and families to ensure that 

students who remain eligible to attend high school are fully informed of their right to remain in 

school and are not pushed out of high school programs to pursue high school equivalency 

diplomas using this or any of the other HSE pathways.  

 

Thank you for considering our comments.  If you have any questions or would like to discuss 

our comments further, you can reach me at agrant@advocatesforchildren.org or (212) 822-

9548. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Ashley Grant 
Coalition Coordinator 
 
cc:  Members of the Board of Regents 
       Senior Deputy Commissioner Jhone Ebert 
       Deputy Commissioner Angelica Infante-Green 
       Deputy Commissioner Kevin G. Smith 
       RegComments@nysed.gov 
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