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November 20, 2017

BY EMAIL

Chancellor Betty Rosa

New York State Board of Regents
89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234

Commissioner MaryEllen Elia

New York State Education Department
89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234

Re: Support for a State Commission on Graduation Requirements

Dear Chancellor Rosa and Commissioner Elia:

The Coalition for Multiple Pathways to a Diploma is writing in support of the proposal put forth
by a number of members of the Board of Regents at the October meeting to establish a
commission to examine New York State’s graduation requirements.

The Coalition is a state-wide coalition with more than 65 members, including advocates,
teachers, administrators, parents and youth, representing a broad cross-section of students,
including students with disabilities, multilingual learners (English language learners), and
economically disadvantaged students. Members of the Coalition are united by the concern that
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high-stakes standardized exit exams are serving as a barrier to high school graduation for
students who have otherwise mastered New York State standards and are college or career
ready.

The Coalition supports the creation of a commission focused on rethinking New York's
graduation requirements and recommends that the commission consider the following
potential changes to New York State diploma requirements:

e Reduce the number of required exit exams. As you know, the federal government does
not require students to pass exit exams in order to graduate from high school, and 30
states currently require no exit exams at all. As the Power Point! presented at the
October P-12 meeting affirms, New York has among the most onerous exit exam
requirements in the country. The Coalition recommends that the State require no more
than the English Regents and one Math Regents for graduation.

e Develop and support expanding performance-based assessments. Performance-based
assessments (PBAs) can provide students with opportunities to demonstrate proficiency
through a series of tasks/projects. We were pleased to see the Regents mention so-
called “capstone” projects as a potential future direction, and we encourage the State to
consider this possibility and other PBA formats as an option for all New York’s students
to show what they truly know and can do, while continuing to support existing
performance based options

e Ensure access to pathways for all students. New York has made notable strides in
implementing new pathways to graduation that hold students to high expectations
while opening doors to college and career opportunities. As the State examines credit
and assessment requirements for existing or new pathways, we urge consideration of
ways to ensure that such programs are accessible to diverse student populations,
including multilingual learners and students with disabilities.

The Coalition supports full discussion of the potential benefits and disadvantages of each of
these potential changes, as well as consideration of the academic and civic proficiencies that
we expect all students to develop over the course of their education. We believe that reliance
on standardized tests fails to capture what many students know and can do, and we would
welcome an effort to think comprehensively about creating a coherent set of pathways to
graduation that gives all students in New York State a fair chance to demonstrate their skills
and abilities, while ensuring the inclusion of existing performance based assessment options.
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Should the State establish a commission, we urge you to continue to create meaningful
mechanisms to gather and incorporate feedback from diverse stakeholders, including parents,

students, advocates and educators. These mechanisms should specifically seek input from
representatives working with students who currently graduate at lower rates and who may be
adversely affected by changes in graduation requirements, including students with disabilities,
multilingual learners, students in temporary housing and foster care, over-age/under-credited
youth, and court-involved youth.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss our comments further, please contact Ashley
Grant at (212) 822-9548 or agrant@advocatesforchildren.org.

Sincerely,

Ashley Grant
Coalition Coordinator

cc: Members of the Board of Regents
Senior Deputy Commissioner Jhone Ebert
Deputy Commissioner Angelica Infante-Green
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