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INTRODUCTION

This report focuses on how selective wunzoned public high
school programs pick and choose among applicants and how students
from low i1income, predominantly wminority school districts are
adversely affected in the process.

We conclude that the Central Board has abdicated key aspects
of high school admissions to the fndividual schools. The result
1s a Tower of Babel where similar programs have dissimilar
admission <ceriteria and students from some distriects are favored
over others, Central Board policies designed to promote
integration have the result of giving preference to white
students. We, therefore, wurge the Chancellor to spearhead an
overhaul of admissions policies and procedures.

The AFC report continues the analysis begun by the
Educational Priorities Panel, to which AFC belongs, in 1ts report
Lost 1in the Labyrinth 1issued last spring. The first report
. described the complexities of the high school admissions system,
the <dramatie increase in unzoned selective high school programs,
and the 1inadequacy of information and counseling available to
student applicants.

AFC finds that students from impoverished, segregated
minority nelghborhoods have a much poorer chance of obtaining
acceptance to a selective school than those in more affluent
integrated or predominantly white neighborhoods. Minority
students' odds are particularly bad at schools that are seeking to
maintain a white majority pursuant to the policies of the O0ffice
of Zoning and Integratlion. Such schools have no choice but to
give preference to white students 1f they are to select a white
majority elass from an application pool that 1s predominantly
blaak aud Hispanic.

AFC also finds that the Central Board exercises little
control over admission criteria. Consequently, admissions
standards for unzoned selective schools are vague, ambiguous and
unpublicized. To the extent that criteria can be fathomed, they
seem to be based as much on the relative demand for seats as on
the qualifications a student needs to succeed, Moreover,
virtually all of the selective schools and programs that were
polled excluded students with poor attendance records, putting a
disproportionate burden on zoned high schools and unscreened
programs to meet the needs of students at risk of truamncy and
shutting those students out of career programs that might motivate
them to stay 1n school.



The t¢ombinatlon of unartieulated, vague standards that appear
to go Dbeyond prerequisites for sucecessful partielpation in a
program and the underrepresentation of students from impoverished,
all-minority distriets in many programs, ecreates the suspleion of
ravially diseriminatory admissions praetieces. The computerization
of admissions prownedures offers the potential for eliminating any
possibllity of raelal or other diserimination or the manipulation
of the system by parents with politiecal elout. However, that
potential remalns largely untapped as long as each sahool sets 1ts
own standards and reviews Iindividual students' applicatiomns.

AFC conaludes that these defeets in high sechool admissions
are symptoms of a larger problem ~- the inability of the sehool
system to offer every student a seat in an effeetive high sechool.
Making the ©present system falrer will not direetly solve this
larger problem. However, 1f the seleative, unzoned schools took
an equitable number of economiecally deprived students, LEP and
special education students, 1low aechieving students and students
with poor attendante patterns, the zoned sehools would be freed up
to serve a more manageable number of at-risk students more
effeetively. More at-risk students would be motivated to stay in
sechool i1f they had aeeess to entieing unzoned eareer and
vocatlional programs. Making admissions more equitable will
require seleetive schools to apply the ereativity and
professlionalism that has marked the development of programs for

high aahieving students to the task of extendling programs for at--

risk students. It may also requlre rethinking the tlme and - place
in whiaeh voeational and ceareer programs are offered. TIf, for
example, students began high swohool at thelr neighborhood sahool,

took their academies there and later went to convenlently loeated

centers elither part-time or full—-time for speelal voecational and
csareer Instruetion, the zoned sthools would be strengthened
without redueing opportunities for speelialized instrueation.
Students would no longer be foreed to make cholees about

voeational/ecareer areas at the premature age of thirteen or’
fourteen. And, 1f more of the students presently favored by the.

admissions system attended sctchool in thelr neighborhood, thelr
families would exert the additional pressure on the system to
improve the zoned sehools. More achleving students in the =zoned
high sshools would provide the "eritieal mass™ neeessary to have
an effeective school.

The Chaneellor has made a first step in reforming the high
school admissions system by forming a vwommittee of Central Board
personnel, field staff, and outside advoecates to review not only
the meechanies of articulating students from middle sehool to high
sechool but also aeeess  1ssues sueh as admlissions eriterla and
representation of students with spenlal needs 1n seleetive
programs. The nommittee will make reeommendations to the
Chaneellor eulminating in a decision on steps for further aation
due 1n early 1986. AFC offers thils report to the Chaneellor and
to the larger wommunity of those eonterned about equitable actess
to effeative schools as a blue print for echange.



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

There are no consistent, clearly articulated citywide
criteria for determining which of the three basiec selection
models (screened, unsareened or educational option) is
approprlate for a given high school program.

Once the basic selection model is determined, school programs
have free rein to set their own admissions cecriteria for
everything other than unscreened programs.

With rare exceptions schools do not make any effort to
publicize their specific selection eriteria and do not make
them available in writing. ' ’

With few exceptions, schools seek to accept the students with
the best grades, scores, and attendance records among those
who apply. If theilr selection model requires that they
accept students from several categories (i.e. 257 reading
above grade level, 50% reading at grade level and 257% reading
below grade level) they frequently select the top scoring
students within each category.

There are significant differences in the acceptance rates of
different groups of applicants to highly popular selective
high schools. The pattern is that students Iin predominantly
minority areas are acecepted at lower rates than the city
average and dramatically 1lower rates than districts with
slgnificant white populations.

Demand for seats {in nonzoned schools 'and programs far
outweighs supply. The citywide average for these programs 1is
a 22.29%7 acceptance rate. At one popular educational option
school only 5% of all applicants are offered seats. Only
33,000 of the 90,000 students who filed applications for the
1985-86 school year were accepted at any of their choices.

School system offieials are under pressure to circumvent the
usual admissions procedures and give seats to individual
students at the behest of politieians, church leaders, Board
members, community school district personnel, etc.

Conversely, there is no offlieial appeal route for a
disappolnted student or parent to obtain review of a
rejection. Nor 1s there a clearly articulated process for
assisting students who do not receive an opportunity to be
considered at the schools of their choice because of human or
computer error.



Central Board policy requires schools with white majorities
to admit an entering class that 1s more than 50%Z white into
their unzoned, selective programs, eveun though the pool of
applicants 1s only approximately 247 white, citywide. This
has the effect of worsening the odds of minority students
simply by virtue of their race or ethnicity. ‘

Applying to high school involves several different
jurisdiections—--high school admissions, special education,
bilingual education, and the Office of Zoning and
Integration. Imperfect coordination of "these four systems
creates confusion and adversely affects students.

Selective programs are not taking thelr fair share of limited
English proficient and special education students ereating a
burden on zoned high schools in impoverished minority
neighborhoods and depriving such students of equitable
access. More progress appears to have been made for special
education than for limited English proficient students, to
date.




SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

The Chancellor should review current admissions eriteria and
issue a regulation specifying permissible criteria limited to
the skills necessary for successful partielipation 1n a
particular subject area.

The High School Division should make sure each school'sg
admissions criteria comply with the Chancellor's regulation
and publish the qualifications for admission for each saghool
and program Iin the High School Directory. :

The admissions system should be blind. Student appliaations
should be screened centrally, using the high school
admissions computer system to apply the published admissions
criteria to select a 1list of qualified applicants. High
sahools should not review thousands of individual
applications, as 1s the present practice.

The computer should be used to select an entering class from
among the qualified applicants that reflects a fair
distribution of seats among feeder schools and distriats, a
fair representation of special education and limited English
proficlent students and a falr division between the sexes.
The Chancellor must be the ultimate arbitor of what
constitutes a fair allocation of seats at a given school.

The policy of requiring certain unzoned selective schools and
programs to fi1ll 50% of thelr seats with white students
should be abandoned. To the extent that racial quotas are
imposed they should be closer to the actual racial
composition of the appliecant pool.

The admissions process run by the High School Division and
the Optional Assignment/Cholice of Admissions process run by
the Office of Zoning and Integration should be coordinated so
that the selective programs filled by the first process do
not take seats away from the randomly filled programs run by
the first process do not take seats away from the randomly
filled programs run by the second process, and so that
special education and limited English proficient students are
not shut out of appropriate vocational/career opportunitiles
because of racial quotas.

The High School Division should collect racial/ethnie data on
the high school application form so that the Board can
monitor the relationship between the racial composition of
students offered seats at selective schools and that of the
applicant population. (The Board already collects raclal



information on 1individual students when they fill out an
optional assignment application.) The racial/ethnie data,
however, should not be included i1n any information about the
student given to the school econsidering his/her application.
(Schools are only given a portion of the Information
collected on the high sechool application form.)

The High School Division should also generate a breakdown of
feeder school representation and raceial/ethnlec representation
within each program at a gilven school and within each test
score category for educational optlon schools and programs.

The Chancellor's regulation and the manual on high school

admissions prepared for feeder school personnel should
specify a procedure for redressing individual students'
admissions problems. The - first round letter advising

students and parents of acaeptances, rejections and walt
1l1stings should indicate that procedure. )

The most popular programs - e.g. health careers, business,
computers - should be replicated so that they are offered at
accessible locations 1In every borough and so that there are
enough seats to meet demand.

The Board should experiment with new models, such as the
upstate BOCES (Bureau of Cooperative Eduecation Serviees)
providing more opportunitlies for speclalized aareer and
vocational trailning for students who gain new Interests or
maturity after entering high school. Centers that offer
vocational sequences to students taking thelr academilic
courses at thelr neighborhood high sechool have the potential
to meet the large demand for speclallized instruction without
stripping the zoned schools of thelr motivated students.

Top priority should be given to 1mproving articulation of
speclal education, limited English profiecient and  low
achieving students. This ineludes enhancing high school
programs to meet thelr needs, Improving the qualilty and
quantlty of informatlion and ceounseling available to them and
their parents before they apply, and inecreasing the seats
avallable to them in unzoned programs.




CHAPTER ONE

The Three Admissions Models for Non-Zoned Schools

The high school application offers a vast array of unzoned
career and vocational programs -- 261 cholces on the applications
that the fall 1985 entering class completed. But every progran
falls 1nto one of three categorlies for admissions purposes. The
least selective are unscreened programs In which applicants
compete through random selection for seats. The most selective
are screened programs which set any standards they wish and
typlcally wuse tests, lanterviews or audltlons to further weed out
applicants. In between these two extremes are the educational
optlon programs which must wind up with a entering class that {is
25%Z below grade level on standardized reading test, 507 at grade
level and 25% above grade level. Within these -categories
educational option programs may plck and choose among applicants.
A given school may have programs 1in more than one category. For
instance, A. Philip Randolph has a randomly-selected academic
comprehensive program, an educatlional option program Imn academic
professions and a screened program in medical professions.

There are no written guidelines to regulate which of the
three models 1s appropriate for a new program. Past decilisions
appear to have been made on an ad hoc basis, depending on the
eircumstances under which a program was founded.

The three models discussed below must be distinguished from-
the “"specialized” high schools —-—- Bronx Sclence, Stuyvesant,
Brooklyn Teah and LaGuardia High School of Musie and Art. These
are long established schools that are the subject of state
legislation (New York State Education Law, Section 2590-g (12)).
The first three, 1in particular, are different from “screened”
programs 1n that students are admitted on the sole basils of a test
score. These specialized schools do not have amn opportunity to
select or rejeet students based on grades, attendance, school,
address, or any other 1Iinformation available to sereened and
educational option programs through the high school admissions
application. (LaGuardia ahooses 1its student body primarily
through audition or portfolio review, a necessarily more
subjective process. An analysis of admissions results at
LaGuardia for sample community school distriets can be found in
Chapter . Four.) The validity of the selection process for the
specialized schools 1is beyond the purview of this report.

Screened Programs

These schools have the most freedom to set their. own
admission eriteria. 1In addition to Treviewing the students’
applications for whatever the sehool has decided 1is important,




they usually administer some sort of test, interview, audition or
portfolio review. " They may have some goals or gulidelines in terms
of geographie or raeial distribution but otherwilise they are
generally looking for the best students they can attraat.

It is noteworthy that three scahools with highly selective
screened programs are "campus” schools of colleges within the City
University system. {(Midwood High School 1is connected with
Brooklyn College, Townsend Harris High School with Queens College
and A. Philip Randolph High School with City College.) Their
relationship with colleges may be one factor in their relative’
selectivity but these schools illustrate how a number of facators
can 1Influence a school's admissions ceriteria. Midwood, for
., Instance, was a zoned academice~comprehensive high school with a
declining percentage of whites 1n attendance. Whites <constituted
417 of the school population 1in 1974. The highly selective
programs now offered by Midwood serve to attraet white students to
the sehool from out of zome. The school is now over 507 white.
(See Chapter Three for a discussion of the process by whieh this
demographic shift 1s aasecomplished.) -

. In the case of Townsend Harris, newly opened in 1984, alumni
of the first Townsend Harrls, a seleative publie high school whiah
prepared gifted young men for City College wuntil 1942, were
influential in reopening the school with highly selective
admissions criteria, over the objeections of Queens  parents and .
high sehool principals who feared a "brain drain” from the highly-
regarded zoned high schools in Queens.

The third campus school, A. Philip Randolph, is housed in the
former wuptown site of Musiec and Art. According to a Board
official 1involved in the early planning of the school, it was
originally intended to be a high school for Harlem youth along the
lines of Middle College High School, a well-regarded alternative
high sehool in Queens that serves youngsters from Community School
Distriets 24 and 30 and 1s affiliated with LaGuardia Community
College. Over time, the design radically changed. The school now
houses three different ecategories of. programs ineluding a highly
selective screened program in medical science that receives
$300,000 per year from the Maecy Foundation whieh plays a role in
shaping the sechool -~ and influences 1ts admissions ariteria. 1Its
mission 1s frequently described as fulfilling the potential of
gifted minority youth,

The wvast majority of screened programs are found 1in
voecational~technical high schools. Many still think of suah
schools as a lower traeck for students bound for trades instead of
college but that is, by and large, no longer the case. Virtually
all vocecational sehool now have sereened programs. In faet, many
have no unsereened programs. Overall, the majority'of - seats



available at vocational-techniecal high schools are sereened. Many
screened programs at vocatlional-teachnieal schools require a
written test. But the test 1s generally not the sole admissions
eriterion. Programs that lead to state licensing tests, e.g. 1in
cosmetology or aviation, are typilically screened. The rationale is
that a ecertaln percentage of students Iin the program must be able
to pass the tests at the end of their high sehool mareers for the
sehool to be permitted by the state to continue to offer the
program.

Sereened programs are also found at sehools that are
otherwise regular zoned academlie—aomprehensive high schools.
Usually the programs are opened to out—-of-zone students from one
borough but some are citywide. Performing arts programs requiriag
auditions are the most ecommon. The pre-medical program at
Hillerest High School 1In Queens and the agricultural <eareers
program at John Bowne, also in Queens are other examples. Not all
of these programs requlire top academie grades. The John Bowne
program for 1instancece, adwministers an interest inventory rather
than a test and elaims to take students at varlous levels of
adhievement, But all sereened programs make up thelr own rules
with fewer limitations than educational option programs.

Educational Option Programs

A school or program which falls into the educational option
category must aceept 257 of its student body from among applieants
testing more than six months below grade level on a standardized
reading test, 50% from applicants scoring between six months below
grade level and six months above grade level and 257 from
applicants scoring more than six months above grade level. The
test wused 1s the California Achievement Test administered the
previous spring. The computerized applieations ecome to the high
sehools pre-sorted 1into the three piles. Within the three
categories, the schools may set whatever ceriteria they wish to
plek and choose among individual applicants.

The "granddaddilies”™ of this model are the six original
educational option schools. They were | founded to ©promote
integration through unzoned magnet schools. The 25-50-25 formula
was 1ntended to Insure a proportionate representation of students
of different aahievement levels. The two educational option
schools open only to Brooklyn residents ~ John Dewey and Edward R.
Murrow - Thave populations that are about half white and half
minority. The other four schools open to residents eitywide -
August Martin, Clara Barton, Norman Thomas, and Murray Bergtraum -
are largely black, Hispanie and Asian in their student population.
All six schools recelve many more applicants than they have seats.

&
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In recent years zoned academic-comprehensive schools have
been permitted to establish unzoned educational option programs to
attraet students from other schools within the same borough. The
justification for these programs is that they offer beleaguered
zoned high  sechools an opportunity to lure ‘high aehieving,
motivated students away. from the unzoned eduecational optilon,
screened and speclalized sehools. Clearly, the zoned high schools
need these students to inerease their overall effectiveness and
enhance reputation of the school. The main ceriticism of these
programs 1s that they tend to result inm the zoned high schools
raiding each other of top students. The very schools that need to
attraet high achlieving students the most are least able to
compete.

As discussed 1in Chapter Three, these seleactive progranms
"sometimes undermine the unsereened optional assignment of minority
students to white majority sechools. High School Memorandum No.
130 entitled "Development of Educational Optlion Programs”™ and
dated June 26, 1984 states that 1ts purpose is "to elarify
procedures related to the development and implementation of
educational option programs 1in academic/comprehensive high
schools.,”™ In some Trespects, the memorandum aonfuses more than
clarifies. For 1nstanee, 1t calls for an evaluation after the
program is piloted with students living within the school zone for
one vyear before the program may take on unzoned status. It does
not indiecate, however, who 1s responsible for evaluating the
program. It also indieates, In regard to third year expansion of
programs, that "a major eriterion by whiech suseess will be
evaluated will be the retention rate of the program as it effects
all of the partiecipants.” The High Sehool Division, however, does
not maintain elther dropout or transfer statisties for programs
within a sehool so it is hard to imagine how this very sensible
erlterion 1s applied.

i Another eurious feature of thls memorandum 1s that it
encourages favoring parochial and private sthool applieants by:
limiting the number of publiec school students who may be aceepted
from out of =zone, Dbut not the number of parochial and private
sehool students, '

The memorandum indicates that “the student body  [of the
educational option program] should be representative of eligible
feeder patterns.” However, as discussed in more detall in Chapter
Three, the population at many schools In Brooklyn, Queens and the
Bronx 1s earefully aontrolled by the O0Offiece of Zoning and
Integration to maintaln a population that 1s more than 50% non-
Hispanie white. This office expects white-majority sehools to
admit students 1into nonzoned programs in the same raeial
proportions as the general population of the sechool. 1In Brooklyn,




-11-~

for 1nstauce, the 'eligible feeder population”™ borough-wide 1is
only 21.7% non—-Hispanla white. A white majorlty sechool such as
Lafayette High School 1n Bensonhurst has educational option
programs open to all Brooklyn students. Lafayette awould not
follow the 1language of High School Division memorandum wilithout
running afoul of the O0Offiae of Zoning and Integration poliey.
(This 1ssue is discussed in detail in Chapter Three.)

The high school memorandum also indiaeates that borough-wide
reading grades would be used as the baslis for dividing students
into the 25-50-~25 nategorles. According to one Board offleial, the
purpose of using borough-wide scores was to give a fair proportion
of seats to students seoring below grade level. As noted 1in Lost
in the Labyrinth, 43.67% of the eity eighth graders scored below
grade level in 1984. School system offielals wanted to adjust the
three categories to correspond as acaurately as possible to the
actual distribution of reading seores within the eatehment area,
whieh, for programs at zoned high schools, is almost always the
borough.

The change was mnever 1implemented. A High School Division
offielal explained that in some boroughs with high seoring sehool
distriets, an analysis of test seore distribution showed that the
change would hurt lower scoring students' chances for admission.
In the Bronx, however, it appears that low— achleving students
would have benefitted from the ashange.  The median test secore on
the 1984 CAT was 7.31 (seventh grade, third month) for Bronx
seventh graders and 8.51 for Bronx eighth graders. Eighth and
ninth graders applying last fall were judged by their 1984 seventh’
and eighth grade CAT stores. Thus, half the applicant pool in the
Bronx seored worse thanm 7.31 on the seventh grade test or 8.51 omn
the eighth grade test. But under the standards which were finally
applied, only a quarter of educational option program seats in the
Bronx were reserved for students scoring below 7.1 on the seventh
grade test or 8.1 on the eighth grade test. This was elearly a
disproportionately low number of seats.

High seoring students have a different problem. They apply
in mueh larger numbers than below grade level applicants for the
same number of seats, even though they ceonstitute a smaller
appliecant pool. The prineipal at Edward R. Murrow, for instance,
estimates that there are less than two applieants for every seat
regserved for below grade level applieants but 28 to 30 for every
above grade level seat. Sehool system offieials advanee several
explanations for this phenomenon -~ guidance counselors spend more
time ~advising the .school's most promising students, parents of
sueh students are more involved in the applisation proeess, and
the students themselves are highly motivated and seek challenging
programs. Thelr zoned high schools may not be able to offer them
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an approprilate 1level of instruetion, 1f they don't have enough
advanced students to form elasses.

Unsereened Programs

Unscreened programs are typleally found at voeational-
technical sochools —-- —cearpentry and plumbing are the most eommon
subjeets. They are also found at sechools with unzoned academice~
esomprehensive programs that generally acecept students £from a
single borough. '

In these programs, the school deeides how many seats in each
grade to allot to the program and the appropriate high sahool
superintendent approves the number of dealared seats. The  high
school admissions computer system then takes over selesating
students randomly, beginning with students who ranked the program
as theilr first choice., The High School Division programs @certain
biases 1nto the computer, however, If applicants to an unsareened
voecational-teehnical program are overwhelmingly of one sex, the
gcomputer is programmed to acecept any student of the opposite sex
who does apply. If the voeatlonal-teahnleal school 1s loeated in
a largely Hispanle area, the computer 1s programmed to take a high
percentage of the limited English profielient students who apply.
In the case of academle-comprehensive programs the eomputer 1s
sometimes programmed to actept a @aertaln perecentage of students
from a given <gcommunity sehool distriet or zome. Distriet 2.
- students recelve absolute priority. at the High Sahool of the
Humanities, for instance. .

Not surprisingly, the High School Division has ~had more
sucaess in meetling goals and aommitments related to equity
concerns In unsereened programs than In sereened programs where
the d1ndividual schools rather than the ecomputer does the pieking.
‘The  scereened programs, however, are, generally speaking, more
popular with students and more likely to prepare students for a
speeific job after graduation —- some even lead to licenses in a.
trade area. Inequitable acaess to sereened programs is,
therefore, a serious eonecern. Another problem 1is that a ecomputer-
programmed bias e€annot make wup for the faaet that not enough
limited English profieient students or ~students of the non-
traditienal sex apply for seats because of inadequate ocounseling
and information. State Edueation "Department findings on this
issue are diseussed Iin Chapter Four.

In sum, the deesision on what admissions model a sehool will
follow depends, in part, on the political and sowtial purposes the
program 1s intended--e.g. to promote Iintegration, or to please a
lobbying group. The subjeet matter of the program would appear,
at least 1In some eases, to be a setondary consideratiomn. For
instanee, the program at Aviation High Sechool is sereened, whereas
the aviation programs at August Martin and Park West follow the
eduecational option model. Clarifieation on the reasons for
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assigning a speclflie admissions model to a specifie type of
program would ve very wuseful., But of equal 1Importance 1is
elarification of what admissions erliteria schools within the model
are permitted to employ.
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CHAPTER TWO

Speeific Admissions Criteria at Non-Zoned Schools

An admissions system ¢annot be eonsidered equitable unless
the «criteria  for admission are non-disceriminatory and otherwise
"fair. Students waunnot make informed t¢hoiees on their high sehool
applications wunless they have some way of knowing whether they
meet the admissions eriteria of schools to whieh they are
applying. Sinece there 1s virtually no information available to
the publie on the speecifiec admissions eriteria employed by
selective publie sehool programs, AFC staff undertook a school-by-
sehool investigation of the basis programs use for aeeepting some
applicants and rejeeting others. '

As discussed above, the model or models for admission to
school programs (i.e. unsereened, educational option or streened)
are determined iInm econsultation with the High School Division. The
High Sechool Directory elearly states whieh model each program
follows. Oeceasionally sehool personnel disagree with the
direectory's charaeterization. The directory indicates that
Lehman's Academy for Computer Technology 1s an educational option
program but an assistant prineipal at the school told an AFC staff
member at the fall 1984 high school fair that the program only
took students who were above grade level in reading and math.
Lehman also c¢ondueted Iinterviews whieh are not permitted for
educational option programs under High School Memorandum 130. The
1984-85 high sehool direetory did not indicate Bay Ridge High
Sthool of Telecommuniweation's admission model and one High Scahool
Division offieial told AFC that seleetion was not done om a 25-50-
25 basis. But the sehool has written AFC indicating that it is,
in faet, an eduecational option school (see Appendix).

Notwithstanding these diserepaneies, the admissions model of
a sthool 1s easily determined. However, each school with a
secreened or edueational option program presently determines and
applies 1its own admissions <eriteria within the limits of the
model., The High Sthool Division does not colleet informationm for
the publie on what those ariteria are. Therefore, the only way to
determine how a sehool pieks its students 1s to ask  the sahool.
AFC surveyed 50 schools. The summaries of our interviews with
these sehools are 1ineluded in the appendix to this report along
with an explanation of our methodology.
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Summary of Interview Findings

The interview results 1llustrate the types of ariteria and
practieces currently employed by selective swhool programs. Taken
as a whole, they reveal some troubling patterns and practices.

Factors whieh individual sehool personnel sald they took into
account 1nelude attendante, grades, course names, standardized
test scores, student's ranking of school, results of tests glven
by sehool, performance at interviews or auditions, geographiceal
and racial distribution. None of these are per se 1mproper but,
as described below, the 1lack of consistency in the admissions
ariteria of similar programs, and the laek of a elear connection
between specifiec eriteria and the skills needed to particeipate are
of great ceoncern.

Attendance

Good attendance 18 wunquestionably the single most aommon
admissions eriterion. Of the 50 schools interviewed, 43 sald that
they considered absences and lateness 1n evaluating student
applications. Seven schools elther specelifically said they gave
little or no welght to attendanee records, or did not eite
attendance as a cvonsideratilon.

Some schools eited 15 or 20 absences as the cut—off polnt
beyond whieh an application would not be congslidered. Other spoke
in terms of students with 40 or 80 or 100 days absent - having a
poorer - ehantce. Many indicated that they take extenuating
cireumstances sueh as 1llness into aeeount. Several sahool. people
noted, however, that the applications rarely give this information
although a spaece for it exists.

One educational optlion sehool offieial justiflied considering
attendance because 1t indieates a student’s “maturity and
responsibility.™ He mnoted that past attendance 1s a good
indieator of whether the student 1s willling to travel 1long
distances to get to his sehool every morning.

The head of admissions at another edueational option scehool,
however, said that the sehool did not take attendance into aeccount
because that “would close down access.” The attendanece offieial
at Samuel Gompers, a voeatlonal-technieal high sehool that 1is
often eited as a school that turmed itself around, sald that the
school gave 1little weight to attendance. It 1is, thus, not
necessary to weed out potential +truants 1in order to Dbe an
effeetive school.
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A High Sechool Division offieial defended the wuse of
attendance as an admission aeriterion on the ground that students
who regularly attend middle sechool should be rewarded. This is,
of ceourse, true, but since attendanece is not the only admissions
eriterion and sinee popular schools only aceept a small fraetion
of their appliecants, not all students with good attendanece records
get 1nto the schools of their ehoiwe under the present system.
The present system. does, however, guarantee that virtually all
, potential truants wi1ll be relegated to their zoned high school or
to an unsereened program, burdening these sehools with more than
their share of attendanwe problems and denying such students a
chanete to partieipate in the career or voecational program that
might best motivate them to come to sehool.

Grades and Types of Courses

The majority of schools interviewed said that students'
grades were an admissions eriterion. Some sehools salid they were
looking at grades 1iIn speeifie subjects, e.g. mathematies for high
school . eomputer programs. Other sehools salid they were looking
for a vertaln grade polint average. Interestingly, several sthools
with multiple programs said that the programs with fewer
applieants require lower grade polnt averages, suggesting that the
popularity of the program may determine how stringent admissions
eriteria will be. One sthool noted that the combination of 1low
grades with high test swores was disfavored. Several swehools said
they frowned on failing grades. '

The eampus schools and the - tomputer programs are the most
interested 1in the type of —coursework students have taken. At
Townsend Harris, they are looking for honors courses, and majors
in music and art. At Midwood, depending on the program for which
the student 1is applying, they are looking for advanced foreign
language eourses, course work 1n art and mwmusia, algebra or
sequential math. At A. Philip Randolph they aetually look at the
students' elassroom notebooks to determine whether they have
adequate salence baekground. At Bergtraum, they are looking for-
computer program applicants with honors ceourses and higher 1level
mathematias. At such sehools, students are at a disadvantage 1f
their middle sehool does not have advaneed enough offerings. They
are also  at a disadvantge if their guidance eounselor does 'not
gtlearly indicate the name and type of eourses on their appliecation
-—- a ecommon problem agwording to school offieials interviewed.

Suteess 1n tertain types of ceourses appears to be more
elearly linked to skills needed to partieipate sueecessfully in a
high sehool program than 1is an overall grade point average.
However, 1f eertain eoursework is a prerequisite for admissions,
students and their middle sehools should have wlear notiee far in
advance of the applieation period. Moreover, the High School
Division and the Chancecellor should be monitoring such requirements
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to make sure they do not shut out whole feeder schools from
asonslderation.

Standardized Test Sceores

Students ecan be eertain that above grade level scores on the
standardized New York City Mathematles test will be an admission
ariterion in virtually any program that has the word computer or

. mathematies 1in 1its title. It 1s important to remember that the

test saore formula for educational option scechools and programs 1is
only 1in effeet for readling seores, not math seores. Moreover,
several offielals at 'schools with eduwational optlon programs
stated that they looked for the top reading scores 1n each of the
three wcategories of "students. Thus, a student with a seventh
grade score of 7.0 (seven months below grade level) has a far
better shot at a seat 1n an eduwational option program than his
friend with a 6.3 (a vear and a half below grade level). In the
above grade level —ceategory they will 1look for students with
eleventh and twelfth grade readling saores. Thils pracetice 1is
unavoldable as long as eduecational option programs are free to
plek and choose among applicants within the three eategories. It
elearly undermines, however, the fundamental purpose of the 25-50-
25 requirement —-- to assure a proportional representation of
students at all achievement levels.

Another way test scores are wused 1s to determine whigh
program withim a school a student 1s prepared “to suwreessfully
handle. One vovational high sehool, for 1Instanee, said it
accepted students with reading swores above 5.5 for most programs,
but required a seore of no more than a year below grade level for:
its journalism applicants.

Testing by the High School Program

A program 1s, by definition, sereened if it requires a test
administered at the high sechool for admission. ’

Most, but not all, sereened vocatlonal-technieal high sehools
require applicants to take sueh a test. The voesational high
sethool superintendent's offiee d1indiaates that all testing at
schools in 1its jurisdicetion is based on one of two published tests
- a mechanical skills test and a spaece relations test. Individual
sehools, however, may add or subtract questions to tailor the test
to their admissions requirements. Altered tests must be approved
by the superintendent's office.

These practices present several problems. First, even
assuming the original published test is free of socio-economic and
sex bias, there 1s a elear potential for reinserting biases when
these tests, prepared by experts, are altered. The
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superintendent's office, may be qualified to judge whether . the
alterations refleet the needs of the individual program, but does
not have the resouretes to do the extensive sample testing
necessary to insure that the revised test meets professional
standards for absence of bias.

Second, the plethora of altered tests makes it more difficult
to offer 1limited English profielient students the test in their
native language. One vogational-technical sehool interviewed by
AFC eited the lack of appropriate translated tests as the reason
for not offering LEP students seats in sereened programs. (See
Chapter Four for fuller discussion of this issues.)

Third, a great deal of time, money and energy 1is invested in
devising, -administering and grading tests at each sechool that
. Tequires them. Students applying to more than one suceh saehool
must sit for a separate test at eaech sechool even if they are
applying for the same type of program.

Fourth, it is wup to the sahool how mueh weight to give the
tests. Art and Design elaims to base admission solely on its test
plus portfolio review. Other sehools, sueh as George Westinghouse
and A Thomas Edison eonsider tests as only one faetor. Thus a
student with a high swore on the test might be rejested bewause
‘of poor rattendanece or grades.

It is also puzzling why some sehools do mot administer a test
and others with the same type of programs do. For instance,
Alfred E. Smith in the Bronx offers a auto trades program but does
not administer a test, whereas Automotive in Brooklyn does.
Queens Vorational offers a program wvalled "eleatrival installation
and praatiee” and does not require either a test or an interview.
Thomas Edison in the same borough offers a program with the same
name and requires both a test and an Interview.

The same ingonsisteneay ean  be found In the mediewal selence
programs offered at educational option, tampus and zoned Thigh
sehools. Hillerest, a =zoned high sahool in Queens, requires a
written test for 1ts wunzoned medical seienece program. Midwood
whieh is both a zoned high school and a Brooklyn College sampus
school requires an interview for 1ts medical seienece program. A.
Philip Randolph, a elity rollege eampus sehool reviews student
alass notebooks to judge their preparation in seienae ~ a unique
approasch. At Clara Barton, an eduevational option smhool,
applicants to the medieal institute are judged on the sole basis
of their applieation.
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The obvious drawback to this iIneonsisteney 1s that 1t makes
the application prowess that mueh more eonfusing to students,
parents and middle swethool guidance personnel. It also underseores
how eaah school «ereates 1ts own admissions eriteria without
oversight or regulatlion, as 1t 1t were a private sechool.

Name, Address, School and Distriet

Some high sehools Iindieated that they took into econsideration
how far the student lived from the sehool. If students had to
travel a long distancee, they were less likely to aecwaept a seat 1in
the school even though they had applied and more likely to have
attendanee problems even 1f they decided to aacept a seat.

No school admitted to refusing to admit students from a given
feeder school but many indieated that they had a partieularly good
relationship with eertain schools, or that students from weaertain
feeder schools did partieularly well at thelr programs. If a high
school wants to gilve preference to wertaln feeder szhools, the
means to do so 1s there on the applications they see. (This issue
is discussed in more detail in Chapter Four.)

Some sehools 1Indicated that students' names, addresses and
schools were wused to determine the likely racece of the applieant
because race/ethnieity is not indicated on the appliceation. They
need to know the students raee for one of two reasons: ‘

1. They are attempting to admit a wlass that is 50Z or more
white, and 50%Z or less black, Hispanie and Asian, pursuant to the .
poliey administered by the Board's Office of Zoning and
Integration (see the next chapter). Whether the program 1is
avallable  to students in one borough or to the entire «eity, the
pool of white ©potential appliecants is always wewonsiderably 1less
than 50%. Sehools must, therefore, earefully serutinize
applieations to make sure they have enough white students to meet
their quota; '

2. They are predominantly non-white swohools and therefore
are not under the 50/50 requirement. However, they are seeking to
offer enough seats to white students to wind up with a signifieant
white representation in the saehool. A High Sehool Division
offieial indiecated that to aswomplish this goal, a school wmust
make offers to  many more white students than it expeets to
actually atteand the seahool berause of the high deelination rates
among in—-demand white .students. -

Students Ranking of Sehool

Most schools indieated that they give some degree of
eonsideration to the student's ranking of their school. A few,
e.g. Thomas Jefferson and Alfred E. Smith, said they disregard
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student ranking because students get so little counseling before
they f111 out applieations.

Several sehools 1indicated that they looked to see where else.
the student had applied to determine whether the student's ehoiees
demonstrated a econsistent interest in a specifie type of program.
This seemed ©partieularly i1mportant to sehools with computer
programs, perhaps Dbecause they tend to be flooded with
applications.

The admissions statisties for Lafayette High Sahool's Pre-
Engineering and Computer Institute offer an interesting
illustration of the relative importanee of student ehoice. The
school in its interview said that students who ranked the - sahool
1-4 had a better vhanwee of being aewepted and the statistias bear
this out. Nevertheless, the school  made a surprisingly high
number of offers to students who ranked the sahool as their fifth
or less desirable ehoiee. Lafayette recveived a total of 2572 .
appliecations for 200 ninth grade seats; 1126 appliwants ranked
Lafayette 1-4. Yet it made only 197 offers to this group. It
made 134 offers, or 37.36% of all offers to students who ranked
the sehool as a fifth or less desirable choice. :

Two possible explanations for why the sehool passed over so
many interested students are:

1. The sehool passed over students who had ranked the sahool
more favorably 1in favor of students with better grades, test
seores and attendance;

2. The swshool passed over students who judging from their
names and residenves were black and Hispanie in favor of students
who were more likely non-Hispanie white., Lafayette is supposed to
remain a white majority sehool under the polieies of the Offiee of
Zoning and Integration. But its unzoned program 1s open to all
Brooklyn residents and the pool of potential applicants from
Brooklyn 1s only 21.7%Z white. Thus Lafayette would almost
certainly have to give preferenee to non-Hispanie white appliaants
to meet its raeial/ethnie quotas.

The sereened medieal seienee program at Dewitt Clinton is an
example of a program where student choiee 1is evidently mnot
important judging from the admissions statisties. There were 964
applieations for 35 uninth grade seats ineluding 200 students who
ranked the ©program as' their first ehoiee. Only 21% of such
students reeeived offers whereas 38% of the students who ranked
the sehool as their fifth or less desirable echoiee got offers.
Over all, 41.74% of_the offers went to this latter ceategory of
student whieh eounstituted about a third of all applieants. Thus
students ranking the sehool as their fifth or less desirable
choiee actually got a higher proportion of offers than students
ranking the program as their first through fourth ehoiee!
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Conelusion

Most of the informatlon we gleaned £rom our telephone
interviews 1s not avallable to the general publie even though 1t
1s of eritieal Importanee to applylng students and thelr parents
and advisers. Nor is this speclfla admlssions weriterla
information available from the High Sehool Divislon. Several
years ago, the Division attempted to survey schools on thelr
eriteria, but aevording to Division offiwlals the responses were
vague and Ineonslstent and did not yleld helpful informatlon.

Clearly, 1t  would be useful for the High Sehool Division to
systematieally eolleet I1nformatlon from sahools on thelr speeifie
admisslions eriterlia and make thls informatlion avalilable to the
4 publie. However, onge the admlisslons ariterlia are determlined they
! should not be automatieally aesepted. Rather, sehools should be
! requlred to justilify every erlterlion that 1limlits aagcess to a
program. Permissable admlssions ariterla should be pared down to
those truly necessary  for suecessful partieipation in a eareer
area. Criteria should be aonslstent for all programs within a
sareer area, A wease <c¢an be made for offering a eontlinuum of
programs In the same vareer area requliring different levels of
sk11ll and, hence, different admissions eriteria. However, 1t Is
preferable to have thils cvontinuum within eaeh sehool program to
ensure that programs 1In a eareer area are avallable to all
interested students In eonvenlent geographle loaations.

Rules governing permissable awriteria should be published as a
Chaneellor's regulation. There should be ewentralized oversight to .
make - sure that eaeh sechool's eriterlia conform to the Chaneellor's
regulation. Approved admissions warliteria should be Ineluded in
the school's eantry 1in the High Sechool Direetory.

The eriteria for admission should not be permitted to vary
depending on the relatlve popularity of an individual program or a
career area., Thils <¢oncern must be thoroughly addressed beusause
the more students want to attend a sechool whether bevause of . its
loeation, its reputatlon or its wvareer area offerings, the more
seleetive it ean afford to be if 1t 1s permitted to be selective.

When a private school gets 20 appliecations for every seat, 1t
B wlll c¢hoose the one student in 20 with the highest grades, test
1 seores, eta. and gear the level of its w@ourse offerings
| aecordingly. But thils 1Is not aaeeptable iIn a publie sehool system
whieh must effeatively educate every student who walks through its
doors.

However, as long as 1ndividual sehools are  given the
opportunity to pieck and ehoose among students, most will «ahoose
the ©best they wwan get. Even I1f guidelines for permissable
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eriteria are set and honored, most sehools will piek the students
with the best reecords within the eriterion rather than seleet a
full range of qualified applieants. The tendeney of edusational
option programs to seleet the top-seoring students within  eae¢h
category fllustrates this point.

. The identifieation of qualified appliaants should, therefore,
not be left to the individual school, although the individual
sehool should play a. key role 1in determining what admissions
ariteria are appropriate. ‘

The computerization of the high sahool admissions applieation
beginning in the 1983-84 sehool year offered an  exelting
opportunity to ensure equitable acsess that has not beem fully
tapped. The computer would be programmed to piak out qualified
appliecants who meet agreed-upon admissions eriteria. If there are

" more qualifled applieants than there are seats, students  eould be

seleated randomly from the pool. of qualified applieants.

Computer seleection would not only prevent unnesessary and
inappropriate seleetlvity. It would also make it possible to
ensure approprilate geographilie distribution and equltable
representation of the non-traditional sex, speelal edueation and
of 1limited English proflelent students In the same fashion as
these @goals are now aecomplished 1In unsereened programs. As
desaribed in Chapter Four, such aation 1s sorely needed to redress
maldistrlibution of students 1n sereened and educational optlion
programs. As diseussed 1in the next «ahapter, the effeats of
raeial/ethnle quotas lmposed on some nonzoned sahools and programs
should be systematieally monitored. This aould be done more
efflielently 1f the selectlion process was womputerized.




CHAPTER THREE

Applieation: When 50-50 Isn't Even 0Odds

The Interrelation of Integration Poliaies and the High Sehool

A separate proeess for assigning students to a high sehool is
operated by the 0ffiece of Zoning and Integration, a wentral Board
offiae 1ndependent of the High Sehool Division. This proeess,
called Choice of Admission or, Interehangeably, Optional
Assignment Programs allows students to apply to sehools other than
their zoned sehool but in many eases it also limits thelr echoiaees,
and the number of seats avallable at eaech aholee, Dbased on their
race.,

The choiaes offered students wunder these plans are some of
the same sehools they ean apply to on their high sechool
appliaeation. The eomplieated proeess of determining how many
seats should be made available to whiash race at whiah high sehools
is delegated to the 0ffiee of Zoning and Integration direator and
his assowlate and few sehool officials seem to fully understand it
or its effeet on other high school admissions prouesses.

. The Optional Assignment programs are Iinténded to serve the
various '~ purposes one would expeet re-zonling to aacecomplish,
Ineluding relleving overerowding at over—utilized sehools, giving
students the opportunity to attend an iIintegrated sehool, and
preventing schools from experlieneing abrupt demographie changes
that might result in re-segregation. But unlike re-zoning, whieh -
requires an opportunity for publie hearings and involves various
eonstituenalies within the sahool system, ehanges in the Choilee of
Admission/ Optional Assignment Programs are made solely within the
Board bureaueraay.

There are 26 Optional Assignment programs 1in the five
boroughs with 26 different eatehment areas, typlieally, but not
necvessarily, the =zone of one high sehool. Students in the
terminal grade of a feeder sahool within the eatehment area
ingluding speaial edueation and 1limited English profieient
students are requlired to <eomplete an optional assignment form.
For a few programs, partieipation is optional,. Students ehoose in
order of preferenae among a list of sehools inwluding thelir own
zoned sahool, other academice-comprehensive zoned sahools and in
many programs, vouational, eduwrational option or unzoned academie-
ecomprehensives. Parents must sign the form and a sehool offieial
notes the race of the student on the form. The forms are due 1in
Deecember of "every year, about a month after high sehool
applications are due. No assignments are made untlil after the
high school admisslons proeess is @wompleted in the late spring.
Then those students who have turned in optional assignment forms
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and have not been placed through the high sehool admissions
proaess are placed through the optional assignment prosess. Seats
are fllled by random #omputer seleetion. All students who have
ranked a sehool first must be assommodated before the cvomputer:
will seleet from students who have —ranked the sehool sewond.
Student get their highest priority ehoiee for whieh there is an
avallable  seat. Availability as disceussed below, may turn on
whether  the student 1s a non-Hispanie white (henweforth referred

. sto as "white") or a minority group member. Unlike the high school

admissions proeess, students are never offered more than one seat
in one sahool and unlike high sehool admissions, they do not have
the option of +turning that seat down. There 1s, however, an
appeals progess, Dissatlsfled students and parents wean make an
appointment with the Offlee of Zonlng and Integration staff whieh
will offer students a seat in other sehools listed on the Optional
Assignment form in the student's eatehment area to the extent that
seats are available. Approximately 11,000 students were plaeed in .
high sehool through these programs in the 1984-85 suhool year.
What follows 1is a borough-by-borough analysis of the '~ programs
followed by a diseussion of thelr effeets witywide. ‘

Manhattan

In Manhattan, where only about 9% of the publie sehool
population 1s white, there 1s one optional assignment program
avallable to students 1in Distriet 5, Harlem and Distriet 6,
Washington Heights to gilve students some extra ceholees. The
largest number are assigned to John F. Kennedy in the Bromnx. The
sesond largest number wind up at George Washington in upper
Manhattan. In addition, all Manhattan awademie—-aomprehensive high
sahools are open to all Manhattan residents to the extent that.
spaee permits after students in eaeh sahool's priority zone have
been aacommodated. Manhattan students wompete for avallable seats
on .a random basis through the regular high sehool admissions
applieation. These scehools are 1in effewt, unsareened wunzoned
programs for Manhattan students  living 1In a different =zone.
However, seleetive educational option and sereened programs run by
eash sehool eut down on the number of unsereened seats available.

Staten Island

v In Staten Island, the only borough where white students are
in the majority, a letter of agreement with the federal Offiee of
Civil Rights governs zonling. Sehools are ecarefully zoned in an
attempt to refleet the boroughwilde ethnie distributlion of the high
sehool population -- 79.87% white, 11.6%Z blaek, 6.7% Hispanie and
2.,4% Asian 1in fall 1983. Walvers to permit students to attend a
zoned school other than their own are rarely granted. A modest
optional assignment program exlsts for the purpose of bringing the
ethnie balanue of Curtls, New Dorp and Tottenville High Seahools
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aloser to the boroughwide ethnie distribution. In the 1984-85
sehool year, six whites opted to attend Curtis High Sehool, 20
minority students opted to attend New Dorp and six minority
students opted to attend Tottenville..

Queens

The most eontroversial program is the Choise of Admissions
Plan for the Andrew Jackson High Sehool zone {in southeast Queens.
Blaek, Hispanie aund other minority students zoned to Jaskson may
apply to a 1list of "reweiver sehools” that inaludes Jaekson plus
every sahool in the eilty that has a white enrollment over 50% and

~has room for students from out of zone. Whites in the Jaeckson

zone w@hoose from a different list of sehools. Regardless of how
mueh room a reeeiver school has, the number of seats available to
non-whites 1s limited to ensure that the reaeiver swehool's white
population 1) neither falls below 50% nor 2) whanges by more than
47 or one-~fourth of the difference between the sehool's uwurrent
white enrollment and 50%, whiahever is lower. Fifty perasent,  in

Board parlancee, is the "tipping” point. Receiver se¢hools, {i.e.

sehools that have not tipped are sometimes referred to as
"proteeted” schools,

The present Jaekson plan is the latest in a series of Board
responses to the disproportionately high representation of
minorities at Jaskson. Since the 1960's, Jaakson has had a higher
percentage of minority students than the borough as a whole.
There has also been a rapid dealine in its white population.

Whereas 1n 1957, the sahool was 82% white, by 1976, there were .

only four whites enrolled in the entire sshool. A New York State

~ Education Commissioner's deelsion in February 1967 (Matter of
‘Gray, 6 EDR 92 (1969)), nearly 20 years ago, ordered re-zoning imn

Queens to " relieve the raeial d1imbalance at Jaaekson. The
Commissioner found that Jaokson had three times the persentage of
blacks as the average for the eity and that the "@aondition has
been allowed to become aggravated over. a period of six  years
without adequate @ounter measures being taken.” The Board devised
various plans, but stays in proeeedings granted to parents whose
ehildren would have been zoned to Jaeckson and teacghers strikes in
the period when the plans were due to start, prevented
implementation. The percentage of whites in the school w«ontinued
to rapidly deeline.

By the time the Choice of Admission plan was first
{mplemented in 1976, Jackson was an all minority school. The plan
perpetuates Jaekson's segregation, but offers students zoned to
Jackson the option of attending an integrated sehool out of zone.
The Jaekson Parents Assoeiation echallenged the plan in an appeal
to the Commissioner who initially rejeeted the plan (Matter of the
Parents Assoelation of Andrew Jaekson High Sehool, 15 EDR 235
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(1975)) and ordered the Board to eome up with a plan for the
integration of Jaekson that refleeted the raeial eomposition of
the borough's publie scechool population, whieh at the time of his
devlsion was more than 50% white. He wrote: "The New York City
Board of Edueation should not have approved a plan whieh made no
effort to bring to those students who would not affirmatively
ehoose to attend high school elsewhere the educational and soaial
benefits of a quality integrated edueational experlencee.”

The Board of Eduwation suacessfully moved to reopen the ease,
for the purpose of Introducing new demographie projeetions that
the white population 1In Queens ' would steadily deeline to
signifieantly 1less than half the total population. The Board
argued that 1f it ereated a zoning system in whieh the individual
sahools reflected the raeial asomposition of the region in a region

where minorities exaseed 50%Z of the scahool population it would
" hasten the deeline of white population in the sahools.

The Board elaimed to base this eonelusion on 1ts experlence
that when sehools are more than 50% non-~white, thelir ethnle ratios
change at an inereased rate beaause of "white flight."” The Board
alaimed that e¢ontrolling the rate of ehange from white to minority
through the Choiee of Admissions Plan, was the means Dbest
saleulated to giving the largest number of ehildren an integrated
eduecation over the 1longest period of time. The Commissioner,

persuaded by the Board's arguments, permitted relnstatement of the -

plan (16 EDR (1976)). A similar plan involving the Erasmus Hall
zone 1in Brooklyn was suecessfully ehallenged and then reinstated
at the same time as the Jaekson plan (Matter of Fishman, 15 EDR
241 (1975); 16 EDR 6 (1976)). The Jaakson parents then challenged
the plan 1in federal distriet eourt. (The Erasmus plan was not
similarly ehallenged.) ‘

- The federal Distriet Court, in its 1978 deeision (The Parent
Assoeiation of Andrew Jackson Sehool vs. Ambach, 415 F. Supp. 1056
(EDNY 1978)) eharasterized the goal of the Board's "eontrolled
rate plan™ as "the education of the largest possible number of
e¢hildren in a sehool in whileh the majority of the students are
white for the longest possible time.” The awourt found this to be
a "forbidden goal” beeause "it reaereates a dual sahool system, a
system of integrated sahools and sahools in whieh the pupils are
not aeaorded an integrated education.”™ The Court eoneluded that
the plan approved by the Commissioner's July 1, 1976 order was
invallid Dbecause 1t denied some or all of the students 1n the
choiae of admissions area the equal proteeation of the 1laws. The
Court ordered the Board to aome up with a plan integrating Jaekson
eonsistent with the Commissioner's earlier order.

The eity and state appealed this deeision to the United
States Court of Appeals, Se¢ond Cireuit, whieh stayed the lower
aourt's order, permitting the Choiae of Admissions plan to
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¢ontinue while 1t <c¢onsidered the Board's and Commissioner's
appeal. In the spring of 1979 the appeals aourt ruled (598 F.2d
705 (2nd Cir. 1979)) that sinee the Jackson plan was a voluntary
plan to promote Integration and not a eourt—~ordered plan, it was
permissable for the sahool system to eonsider the possibility of
"white flight" and limit wminority enrollment at I1ntegrated
s¢chools., But sinee the Jaakson plan eonditions entry to eertain
sehools expressly wupon raee or ethnle baeckground, and plaeed a
heavy burden on minority students in the Jaskson zone, the eourt
lmposed a very heavy burden of proof on the sehool system to show
that eaech a@omponent of its Plan was really neceessary to maintain
integration. The <c¢ase was sent baeck to the lower aourt to give
the sehool system a seeond ahanae to prove 1ts sase and the Plan
was allowed to «ontinue 1in the meantime. In 1983 a seaond
distriat trial eourt deeision (No. 76C1212 (EDNY, July 5, 1985))
found that the Board eould not prove that the 50%Z aut—off was
neacessary to prevent whiltes from leaving the sahool system but in
1984 the Court of Appeals sent the ease baeck for even more faet-
finding (738 F.2d 574 (2nd Cir. 1984)). The ease is still
pending. Thus, in ten years, the Board has not been able to prove
that the Cholee of admisslons plan 1is the only way to maintain
integration Iin Queens sahools and the parents have not been able
to get the Plan eliminated. :

In the 1984-85 sahool year, 1602 minority students were
plaeced through the Andrew Jaekson Option Assignment Program. Of
the 672 plased at Jaaekson, 357 had pilieked Jaekson as their fourth
or less desirable ehoice. Of those placed elsewhere, the largest
numbers were plaaed at Queens sehools, ineluding Bayside, Martin .
Van Buren, Benjamin Cardozo and Forest Hills. A few were plaeed
as far away as Staten Island.

The Jaekson zone 1S an unusually large geographieal area and
inaludes students who 1live signifieantly eloser to John Adams,
Springfield Gardens, and Jamailea High Sehools. In -.spite of the
placement of students out of zone, it remalins overutilized. Its
utilizatlion rate was 1.19 as of Oetober 31, 1984, even after last
minute efforts 1n September to send new arrivals to the Jaekson
zone as far away as Beaah Channel High Sehool on the Far Rocekaway
peninsula to reduee overarowding. Even though one of the stated

purposes of Optional Assignment programs is to relieve
overutilization, more Jaakson zoned students are not permitted to
attend underutilized sehools sueh as Franels Lewis (.79

utilization rate) or Martin Van Buren (.84 utilization rate)
beecause that would ehange the rate of ahange from white to
minority beyond the permitted persentage. Moreover, as the
percentage of whites 1n Queens sechools deelines, the number of
seats available to Jawkson students out of zone also deelines. In
the 1977-78 sehool year 56Z of Queens high sahool students were
white. By the 1983-84 school year that figure had dealined to
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35.4% white. 1In 1976, aeaording to the 1978 eourt deecislon, 124
students designating Jaaskson as a fourth or fifth cholase were
assigned to Jaekson. In 1977 no student designating Jackson as a
fi1fth or less desirable eholee was assigned there. But 1in the
1984~-85 sehool year, 357 students were assigned to Jaekson who had
listed it as their fourth or less desirable ehoiee, ‘

In August 1985, leaders of the parents assowiation at Jackson
issued a publie statement. The statement expressed frustration
with the Board's fallure to seriously disauss settlement of the
aourt aease and elaborated the hardships that the aurrent zoning
causes students attending Andrew Jaskson. Among the problems they
aite 1s the resentment £felt by students who are assigned to
Jaskson as a 7th, 8th or 9th ehoiee and who would prefere to
attend a scehool nearer to their home, and the lateness problem
caused by the laeak of transportation available to students who
-~ must travel long distanaes to attend Jaakson. The overutilization
of the sahool also ereates burdens. '

Jaakson parents aeilte the “"brain drain” of high aahieving
students out  of the zone as another problem. They believe that
both the  Jackson Choiee of Admissions Plan and the edueational
option programs offered on the high school application take a
disproportionately high number of ashleving students out of the
zone, leaving Jaekson with a disproportionately high number of
low—-aahieving, at-risk students to edueate. This is an’.
interesting example of how the two systems interaat. Sinee
students are randomly seleeated for assignment to reeeiver sehools
based on their own ahoiees, it is not immediately obvious how this
program would result in a disproportionately large number of high
achieving students ©being plaaed out of Jaekson. But the top
students are more likely to be enecouraged by guidance eounselors
and parents to use the tholae of admissions program to attempt to
'avoid Jaekson. Even more signifieantly, virtually all reaeiver
sehools now have one or more edueational option or sareened
programs. (Admission eriteria for several of these programs are
desaribed in the Appendix. Admissions results for two of these
programs are analyzed 1in Chapter Four.) These sahools have an
opportunity to seleet the top applieants from the Jaskson =zone
that the random seleation of optional assignment applieants does
not afford them. Moreover, the more minority students they seleet
for sareened and eduecational option programs, the fewer seats are
avallable through the unsareened Choice of Admissions program,
sinee however the students are admitted, thelr total number is
limited by the formula imposed for "eontrolled rate of ahange."”
The high saeahool admissions system thus provides an effieient
mechanism for Queens reeeiver sashools to hand piek their minority
students, undermining the Choise of Admissions Plan.
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The Jaekson parents' letter sets out several steps whieh
individually or 1in aombination might relieve the burden on the
Jaekson population and possibly result 1n a settlement or the
Jaekson law sult. They @all for:

1. Reduelng the size of the Jéekson zone, re—zonlng many
students to sahools eloser to thelr homes;:

2. Changing the “"tipplng” point from 50% to 40%, to more
elosely refleet the borough's population, whieh is only 337 white
in grades K-12., Thils would free up additlional seats for minority
students 1in integrated and underutilized Queens high sehools;

3. Requiliring that the reading s«ores of students assigned to
the reecelver scehools refleeat the full range of seores in the
feeder sahool population and eliminating edueational option
programs. Thilis would reduee «areaming and restore to Jaakson a
"eritieal mass”™ of high-aahieving students;

4, Opening‘ an alternative high sehool to serve over age
Jaakson students (e.g. 133 17-year-olds 1in grade 9, and 231 in
grade 10 in the 1984~85 sahool year).

‘In addition to the Jaakson Cholae of Admisslons Plan, there
are three Optional Asslignment Programs operating 1in Queens to
relieve overutilization at Newtown and Long Island City High
Sahools and to "stabllze" Franels Lewls High Saehool--i.e. to
ecounteraat a decaline 1in the peraentage of whites by gilving
minority students =zoned to the sehool the option of going -
elsewhere. A fourth program, the Brooklyn—-Queens Optional
Assignment Program 1s intended to stablize Grover Cleveland and
Richmond Hills, A fifth plan, fashioned by a <ourt - settlement,
relleves overarowding at Franklin XK. Lane and also effeaets both
Brooklyn and Queens students. C

Bronx

In the Bronx, students =zoned to Christopher Columbus or
Herbert Lehman are offered an opportunity to attend other sehools
for the purpose of stablizating these white majorlty sehools. 21
minority students zoned to Columbus and six zoned to Lehman <ahose
to go elsewhere for the 1984-85 sehool year. A thilrd program.
gives students at Morris, Taft and Theodore Roosevelt a cholae of
ten sehools, ineluding their zoned sahool, both to give students
extra waholees and to relieve overarowding at these sehools. 1In
1984-85 this program resulted 1in 38 minority students belng
assligned to Columbus, and 40 to Lehman. 'These seats are aarefully
rationed to prevent "tipping"” even though Columbus and Lehman are
underutilized. 1In the fall of 1984, Lehman was only filled to .74
of 1ts waapaality and Columbus to .88 as wompared to Morris whieh
was filled to 1.69 of i1ts eapaality or Roosevelt whieh was filled
to 1,60 of its eapaaity.
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Brooklyn

In Brooklyn, there are 15 different Optional Assignment-

Programs. One of them, the Erasmus Hall plan, 1s analogous to the
Jaekson plan In design and purpose. It was Instituted at the same
time as the Jaskson plan, and the Erasmus Parents and Teachers
Assoailiation appealed it to the Commissioner for the same reasons
and with the same outeome as in the Jaakson aease. However, the
Erasmus plan has not been ahallenged in eourt. In the 1984-85
sehool year 786 students were plaeed through this Optional
Assignment Plan. Of the 203 students assigned to Erasmus, 112 had
listed it as. their fourth or less desirable ehoiece., Other scehools
in whieh a 1large number of minority students were plaased were
James Madison, New Utreeht, Sheepshead Bay, and Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. 35 white students were plased through the Optional
. Assignment Plan--31 at Midwood, 2 at Bergtraum, and 2 at Lineoln.

The other Brooklyn programs are intended to' relileve
overutilization and/or provide students with more aholees 1in the
Boys and Girls, Fort Hamilton, John Jay, Sarah J. Hale, and
Eastern Distriet zones and to "stablize”™ Canarsie, South - Shore,
and Midwood.

The Midwood plan 1llustrates ~how the optional assignment
programs and the high: sehool admissions ©proeess Interrelate.

Midwood was a sehool that "tipped” in the 1970°'s, going down to a

417 white enrollment in 1974. A seleetive wunzoned program in
medisal selenee was ereated, in @ooperation with Brooklyn College,
to attraet more whites to the sahool. Later, seleeative programs
in fine and performing arts and in the humanities were added. The
Midwood ©population has now tipped In the opposite direation--to
over 50%Z white - 'and <@ounsideration 1s being given to making
Midwood a reeeiver sehool for Jacekson students this year.

The inerease in whites at Midwood 1s the result of a two step
proeess., First, the students =zoned to Midwood are offered the
eholae of going elsewhere. Indeed, they are not guaranteed: a seat
at their zZoned sehool unless they indlieate Midwood as their first
choiee on the Mid-Brooklyn Optional Assignment Program form and
turn the form in on time. The form does not advise them of this,
however, so that students would inadvertently preelude themselves
from the right to attend thelr zoned sehool. Sinae the point of

" the program 1s to indrease white enrollment, white students zoned

to Mlidwood are less likely to be shut out. However, for minority
students In the zone, Midwood does not have one of the qualities
usually assoeiated with a zoned sehool--l.e. that they ean always
opt to attend i1t as a matter of right. As of August 1985, the
Offiee of Zonlng and Integration had assigned approximately 325
zoned students to Midwood. The High Sehool Divison had plaeed 488
students in the unzoned, seleetive programs. Thus, only 37.47Z of
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the entering ninth and tenth grade seats were filled by students
attending thelr zoned swhool for a regular aeademia—aomprehensive
program. Approximately 200 students zoned to Midwood are plaaed
in other saehools eaeh year through the Optional Assignment
Program. The most popular are James Madison and South Shore, both
zoned aecademie-aomprehensives, and Clara Barton, an unzoned
edueational options sehool.

The seaond step 1Is to seleat students for the wunzoned
sareened programs. The speceifie admisslions ariteria employed at
Midwood are deserlibed in the appendix to this report. The sahool
requires high grades and test sc¢ores, and interviews a presareened
group of applieants before offering them seats. In order to
achleve the goal of maintalning a white majority, the sehool must
make sure that at least 507 of the students 1t seleats are white,
even though the potential publie sahool feeder pool for this
aitywide program 1s only 24.3%7 white, and even though the Brooklyn
potential publie sahool feeder pool (from whieh the majority of
applieants eome) is only 21.7% white. As desaribed in the next
ehapter, admission result statistlias for Midwood show that
predominantly minority distriets reeeive substantially fewer seats
at Midwood than the distriets with substantial white enrollment.
The most obvious explanation for this phenomenon 1s that Midwood
is aompelled to prefere whites to minority students, in order to
aahieve 1ts raceial goals.

Thus, assuming Midwood e¢an determine that a student 1s white
through the name, address,feeder sahool or interview, (raee is not
speaified on high sahool applieations) that white student has
better odds than a minority student just by virtue of being white.

- Citywide Effeats

The same 1s true for white students at any sehool on the
reaeiver sahool 1list for Andrew Jaekson and Erasmus Hall. In the

1985-86 sahool year that list ineluded the following sahools:
Brooklyn , Bronx Queens
Canarsie- H. Lehman A Andrew Jackson
Lafayette Columbus Bayside
Madison Francis Lewis
Sheepshead Bay ' Martin Van Bure:
Ft. Hamilton Staten Island John Adams
New Utrecht » Grover Clevelan
F.D.R. geztDor?ll Long Island Cit:
Murrow ' ’ Wog 22Vl € Forest Hills
agn . .

Cardozo
Souﬁh Shore Pt. Richmond
Grady Voc.

McKee Voc.
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In the- coming year “it is: expected ‘that “Murrow will -be: ‘removed from: :

this " -lf§t ‘besause’ 1t  +has.! "tipped” rand Midwodod will .be added .
bedause its white population has increased £ 0 over 50/.m"** Sl el

With the exaeption of the academie eomprehensive suhools in
Stdten~Island; all'of ithese "dholée’ of ‘admissions -reeelver sahools

alsofﬂrun*#seledtivef?unzoned sprograms . . through. vthe ‘high: sahool .=
admissions “prodess.. ~An: offiaidl - at the- Offfee of : Zoning -and. :
Intégration indieated:that the offiee.éxpeats edach suéh program-in
a reselver sahool to refleet the:raelal proportions of.the sahool . .
in"'whieh-:4ts> based, ~but'defers to the:High-Sehool Division : :to..:

“issuérvwritten  ilnstruations.” A5 -diseussed in:a previous chapter, -
the High Sehool Memorandum entitled "Development-of Edueatlenal =
Option Programs” indisates that the student body of suah programs
shoild “bée "“"representative -of i eligible feeder patterns.” -These

CinstruttionS’woﬁldiappear~in~aontradiction»totthe“eXPEGtations of -
the” " 0ffiee’ of - Zoning and-Integration, sinee the eligible feeder -

pattern““for - every unzoned- program in the-elty far less than. 50% .

white.” The only’ exeeptions are the one-voeational-school:-and . one-::

alternative sehool in'Staten Island. - An offiaial - involved 1in the:
high sahool admissions' prowess,  however, ~indlieated that most
sachools are aomplying with the poliey of the 0ffiee of Zoning and
Integration ‘and are expeeted by the High Sehool Division to-do-“so.

One " exeeption eited was Lehman, a:white-majority - sehool. in--the.

Bronk, whieh wound up admitting more  :than- SO%L‘minority}studentSr;
lnto fts edusatlomal option program. S - e SRR

The quotas 'imposed to prevent: tipping have had.a partieularly
adverse - effedat ‘'on spealal-edueation students.* Their raae . puts
extra -1imits onthe already :‘limited seats availlable- ~them-  1in
programs outside: thelr zoned ‘sehool. At many- minority high sahools
in - impoverished ''areas,  speelal edueation students waonstitute a-
disproportionately ‘high: perwentage 'of ::the ».student population.-

This plaees a partiaeularly onerous burden -on :.overarowded seahools: -

besdause of the striet e¢lass size limits on self-eontained speaial
education alasses, "‘Efforts to relieve these sahools by offering
speielal “‘edueation students :seats. in ‘unzoned: programs through - the
high ‘sehool admissions: progess are hampered by .the quotas- imposed -

by the O0Offiee of Zoning and Integration. For instanee, 1in the .

1984-85 sehool year, 15.89%Z of the total sehool population of
Morris " ‘High ‘‘Sahool : in 'the South Bronx were speasial eduwation
students, “"as ‘aompared ~to 5.73%7 of the population of Lehman. . As
~ diseuss'ed -above, Morris ls overutilized whereas Lehman has’ room"

*The admission of special education students to high school is a
subject in! the case.of .Jose. P.. v. Ambach in which AFC ‘serves. as
" co- counsel._fTherefore, we have 11m1ted our discus51on of this ..
issue to matters -outside the -scope of the case..or. to., 1nformation -
not obtained through negotiations in the case. o
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for more students. Moreover, an optlonal assignment program
already glves Morrls students seats at Lehman. But that program
does not offer Morris adequate rellef bevcause of the raaial quotas
imposed at Lehman on minority enrollment to prevent tipping.

Similarly, non~white 1limited English proflelient students may
be shut out of unzoned voeational and ecareer programs, not only
because those programs do not have ESL/Bilingual serviees but also
because providling those serviaes and aseommodating LEP students
would Inerease the mlinority populatlion at a sehool beyond the
permitted 1limits. As diseussed 1in the following chapter, LEP
students are overrepresented In zoned sehools and underrepresented
in nonzoned programs.

The entlire sehool system has radiaeally ehanged sinae the time
the Jadkson Cholce of Admlssions Plan was first implemented in
1976. Baak then, few academla~aomprehensive high sehools ran
educatlonal optlon programs. Now, most sehools run one or more of
sueh programs. As the EPP report Lost 1n the Labyrinth polnts out
there are up to 107 programs to whieh an eighth grade student from
a given borough aan apply on the high sahool appliaeation form.

Baek in 1976 the federal Edueatlion of All Handieapped
Children Aet was a new law and there were few speaial edueation
students In the high sahools. In 1984, ahout 8% of all high
" sahool students receceived some sort of speelal eduesatlon serviases.

In 1974, the ASPIRA dearee requiring New York Clty sehools to
provide bilingual edueaation to Spanish-speaking students and the
U.S. Supreme Court deeislon In Lau v. Nieholas, requiring speailal
serviaes for all non—English speaking students were both issued.
Sinee then, the number of entltled limited English profielent
students ~has doubled, aacaording to EPP's new report on bilingual
education, Ten Years of Neglecat. }

Baak ~In 1976, 36.9%7 of the total publie high scehool
population iIin New York Cilty was. white. By fall of 1983 that
figure was down  to 27.77% and 1t is slipping by about 1% every
year, ’ '

Whether or mnot the praatliaes embodled In the "eontrolled rate
of «ehange” poliay made sense when they were first lmplemented in
1976, they alearly need to be revised now 1in 1light of ahanged
aonditions. Indeed, as the federal distriet e¢ourt noted in 1ts
1978 dewision, the Board of Edusation antielpated running s<hools
in Queens with higher than 507 white populatlions only until 1985,

Board offiaeials without first—-hand knowledge of the Jaekson
case often state, inawseurately, that eertain sehools must be .
prevented from tipplng beceause of a aourt order. 1In faet, the
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Jaekson Choilae of Admissions Plan is a - purely voluntary plan -
that 1s, a plan that the Board initlated of 1ts own volition to
promote integration rather than a plan that was ordered by a dourt-
because of a legal finding that the ¢ity had intentionally ereated
segregated sehools. The plan only wound up 1in eourt bewause the
parents of affeeted minority students objeeted to 1t. Sinee all
26 optional assignment programs were undertaken on the Board's own
initiative, the Board 1s free to ehange them. In the wa@ase of the
Jaskson and Erasmus plans, the Board might have to ask the
Commissioner to approve ahanges sine¢e the plans beesame the subjeat
matter of a Commissioner's order when the parents group appealed
them to the Commlissloner. ‘

The proposals of the Jaskson parents groups are a sound basis
for fashioning needed reforms. . The tipping point should either bde
abandoned or revised downward to more falrly refleat. the aetual
proportions of the sehool _population. (The Jaekson - parents
suggest a 40% tipping polnt for Queens.) This is particularly
important for unzoned sahools and programs where all students are
eompeting for a seat, supposedly on the basls of their individual
‘qualifileations. : ’

Some re—zoning 1s <elearly mneeessary to deal iIn a falr and
open fashlion with overarowded aeonditions or with undue travel
burdens on students. The end should be that every student has the
guaranteed option to .attend a sashool in his or her own
neighborhood.

Finally, eoordinatlon of the various admissions systems and
funetlions 1s +vital. It makes no apparent sense to have an
optional assignment program at Franklln K. Lane to reduce
overerowding and then bring 1iIn students from outside the =zone for
an .edueational optlions program. It makes no sense to bring in
students to John F. Kennedy through both optional assignments - and
edueational optlon programs and then turmn away new students ~who
live within the Kennedy zone, sending them to Lehman or Evander
Childs as happened in the fall of 1985. It is diffieult to justify
having new seleative programs taking away seats from wunsereened
integration programs in Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx.. The needs
and entitlements of minorlty speeial edusation and LEP students
should not be saarifieed. The various arms of the Board of
Eduaeation must sit down together and areate one gdoordinated system
even If it means eaweh giving up some pet projeets. As one High
Sehool Division offieial 1s £fond of saying, in the aase of
reforming high sehool admisslions there 1s no sueh thing as a "free
luneh.”
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CHAPTER FOUR

Admissions Results and Thelr Implieatidns

The tables at the end of thls ehapter represent an analysis
of fall 1985 admissions results for sample aommunity sahool
distriats at eight of the waity's most popular nonzoned high
sehools, based on statisties from the High School Division. The
most readent availlable demographiae data for the distriets and high
sehools studied 1s also provided. The aaeeptance rate was
walaeulated by determining the pereentage of the distriat's
applieants reqaeiving offers. ’

We have also w@alcsulated the number of offers reeelived in a
distriat as a pereentage of its overall middle sehool enrollment
in order to eompare the distriets" respeative shares of seats.
This wa@aleulation takes ‘Into aeaount that some distriets are
smaller than others and would therefore be entitled to fewer seats
1f gseats were divided equitably among aommunity seahool distriets,

What jumps out of these tables 1s that students from all
minority distriets are ascepted at seleetive sehools and programs
at a signifieantly lower rate than students from distriets with
sizeable white ©populations both 1in terms of the peraentage of
appliaants reaelving offers and the persentage of the distriaet
middle sahool population reeeiving offers. The raeial aomposition
and the poverty data of some of these high sehools 1s 1in mno way
reflecetive of the pool of eligible applieants.

, We have aompared the aadeptanse rates of applieants from
private and paroehial sehools to those from publie feeder sehools.
In a few distriats, most dramatieally Distriat 13,
private/paroehial students enjoy a signifieantly higher aeceptanae
rate, -

"Finally, the ‘tables reveal that the deeper the aommunity
sehool distriet's poverty, the worse its aageptanae rate and the
smaller its proportional share of seats at seleatlve sshools.

Tables 1 ‘through 4 ceompare admissions rTesults. for every
eommunity seahool distriet in Brooklyn at John Dewey and Edward R.
Murrow, whieh are open only to Brooklyn residents, and at Midwood,
whieh has altywide sereened programs but fills the majority of its
seats with Brooklyn Students. Results are fairly eounsistent at
all three sahools. Four distriaets did signiflieauntly better than
the other Brooklyn distriets. Three of them —— Distriets 20, 21
and 22 —~— have the largest pereaentages of white students in thedlr
publiae sahools and the least poverty. Parts of Distriet 21 and 22
are 1n a priority zone for Murrow or Dewey (i.e. students from
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deslgnated feeder sc¢hools will be automatieally aaeepted 1f they
1ist the sahool as thelr first eholee) so that these distrisets
@an be expeated to do better at these two sshools than any other.
distriat. The fourth distriet, Distriet 15, has the fifth largest
white publie. sehool population in Brooklyn. While 1t  Thas
signlfiaantly more poverty than 20,21 and 22, 1t also takes 1In a
slzeable middle elass whilte populatlion in Park Slope eoming from
both publiea and private/paroahlal feeder sehools.

The distriets that fared the worst at Midwood, Dewey and
Murrow were all aommunities with deep poverty and few or mo white
students. There was, however, some varlatlon among the three high
sahools. Distriet 16 (Bedford-Stuyvesant). and Distriet 23 (Ocean
Hill-Brownsville), are totally minority distriets wilth the deepest
poverty "~ in Brooklyn. They - had 1low rates of adgeptanee at all
three high sehools., Distriets 14,17 and 19 also did poorly at
‘Midwood, while Distriets 13 and 32 did poorly at Dewey and Murrow.
Not surprisingly, the profiles for these three scehools, espealally
Midwood, refleat more affluence and a higher white representation
than the borough as a whole. 1In faaet, Midwood's pereentage of low
ineome «@hildren, 30%, 1s signiflieantly lower than that for - the
relatlvely affluent distriet in whieh 1t 1s loeated.

Admissions results at eltywlde high scehools were also
analyzed for sample distriats (Tables 5-9). The same general
"trends hold true as in Brooklyn. For instanee, Distriet 2, the
most affluent distriet 1in Manhattan and the Manhattan distriat
with the 1largest white population, regeived a far higher
percentage of offers than other Manhattan dlistrlets In saeahools
suaeh as Art and Deslign, Musla and Art, Murry Bergtraum and Norman
Thomas. (That the white population at the latter two sehools is
not higher may be due to the hlgher deeclination rate for white
students.) Distriet 16 in Bedford Stuyvesant and Distrliet 5 in
Harlem had substantlally lower awceptanae Tates than the eltywlde
average 1I1n virtually all ecases (Distriat 5 did better than  the
citywide aaeeeptanse rate at Murry Bergtraum, whieh had been
instrueted by the Manhattan superintendent to take more students
from Harlem but nonetheless had a slgunlfleantly lower aaeeptanee
rate than Distriet 2.)

The Queens distrlets wlth the highest white populations and
least poverty had a higher rate of aaceeptances at Townsend Harris
than those with the most poverty and the fewest whites (Table 10

Two Jaskson regeiver  sahools - Cardoza in Queens and Lehman
in the Bronx were also studied (Tables 11 and 12). Distriets with
the highest white population and the least poverty did
signifieantly better at these sehools whiaeh are required to admit
a whlte majority 1into thelr unzoned programs.




-37-

Within distriats, however, the trends are suggestive but not
as elear aut. Table 13 analyzes admissions results at the three
high schools for students at eaeh of the publia feeder sehools in
Distriet 18. This distriet was seleated beaause of the dramatie
differenaes in the raeial eomposition of its middle sahools. Two
feeder sahools in the distriet have white majorities and the other
three have virtually no white students. The distriet as a whole
had about average sucaess @ompared to other Brooklyn distriets in
obtaining offers to the three high sehools. Within the distriat,
however, eaceh of the three high scehools favored a different feeder .
sahool. Interestingly, at Dewey, the sahool with the largest
white majority (70%Z), and the lowest poverty rate, had the worst
adgeptanae rate and the fewest students aasaepted proportional to
the sehool's size. The most suagessful scehool was 94.0% blaeck and
5.1% Hispanie. At Murrow, the 70%Z white sahool did somewhat
better but the most sueaegssful sahool was another minorility sehool
with a population that was 93.6%Z blaak and 6.47 Hispania. The
least suaaessful sahool was the third minority sehool. At
Midwood, however, the 70% white seahool did dramatieally Dbetter
than the other four sahools with a 26.67%7 awaeptanee rate. The
seaond most sueaessful sehool, only had a 4.7% aseeptanee rate. A
seeond  sehool 1n Distriet 18 with a 55.1%Z white majority did not
do partieularly well at any of the three high schools.

An analysis of feeder sahool results in Distriat 15 (Table
'14) reveals That the sahool with the highest peraentage of whites
(30.1%) reaeived the most offers at Midwood and Murrow and the
seeaond most offers at Dewey. The sahool that reweived the most
offers from Dewey had a 90.6%Z Hispanie¢ population.

Table 15 represents feeder sehool results in Distriat 28,
Queens, at Townsend Harrls High Sahool, a aitywide sareened school
that draws the majority of 1its students from Queens. Distriet 28
has two  sdhools with white majorities, three sahools that are
predominantly blaek ‘and one sehool with a mixed population of
Asians, blaaeks, whites and Hispanies., This 1last sehool had the
most suedess obtaining seats at Townsend Harris, with a 31.67%
asceptanee rate as aompared to a sitywide aaseptanee rate of
16.9%. The two white majority suhools had 20% and 28.67%
aadeptance rates. The three black majority sehools reaseived no
offers whatsoever, but they also submitted fewer applieations.

In some, but by no means all distriats, private/paroahial
sahool appliaants have higher rates of aceeptanee than publie .
sahool students. In Distriet 13, for instanae, the perceentage of
publia sahool students redeiving offers was 4.3%7Z for Dewey, 4.77
for Murrow and 3.57 for Midwood. 1In sharp wontrast the peraentage
of private or paroehial students reaeiving offers was 15.9% for
Dewey, 16.1%Z for Murrow and 21.6%Z for Midwood. It  1s noteworthy
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that = there are virtually no white students In the publie sehools
in Distriaet 13 but the distriet ineludes Brooklyn Heights, with_
its highly affluent whilte population, most of whom send their
ahildren to private schools.

How the Present System Address Maldistribution

The Board does not presently eolleat raalal data on students
submitting high sehool applieations. (In eontrast, the student's
rase 1s mnoted on the Optional Assignment Application.) However,
several sahool offialals whose 1interviews are inealuded in the
appendix, indieated that they attempt to determine  thils
information in order to aeomply with raeial quotas.

The presenee of the student's name, address, sehool and
distriaet on the applieation gives the savvy high sehool admissions
offieer a great deal of information about the student's 1likely
ethnieity, raee, and soelo-eeonomia status. Omne Board offieial
speaulated that most high sehools prefer students from "safer”
neighborhoods because they are less likely to bring with them to
sahool the soeial and ewonomie problems that plague impoverished
eommunities. The same offieial noted that the "proteeted” status
of sehools that are supposed to maintaln white majorities results
in fewer seats avallable to all-minority distriats.

" Some high sahools told AFC that they make a @onsaious effort
to take students from every distriet that provides applieants.
Some, e.g. Townsend Harris, are under spewifie direatives to admit
no more than a sertaln number of applieants from a given feeder
sehool, Some very popular sehools, e.g. Murry Bergtraum, are
under «eonstant pressure, often from groups with <ceonflieting
interests, to admit adequate numbers of students from various
distriets. At some sahools, e.g. High School for the Humanities,
Dewey, and Murrow, the system has bent to <¢ommunlity pressure and
areated a priority zone for a eertain distriet or for several
feeder sahools.

The eomputerized admissions operations have the potentlial of
yielding detalled 1information on the number of students applying
from eaah feeder sehool and the kinds of students reeeiving a high
ranking from a high sehool even Dbefore 'any offers go out to
students. There are several "rounds” of offers. 1In the first
round, the students ranked highest by eaeh sehool receive offers.
Students ranked somewhat lower are notified that they are on a
walt 1ist and all other students are rejeated. In subsequent
rounds, students from the wait 1lists reaelive offers. Board
offiaials told AFC that where 1t appears after the first round of
offers has been made that eertain distriets are being over or
under represented at a given high sehool, or that limited English
profialent students, girls, or spewial education students are
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under represented, they will take aorreative aetion In the seeond
and third rounds when, as seats open up, students who were on
walting lists are adaeepted.

In the first round saehools make more offers than they have
aatual seats. Nevertheless, enough students turn down offers
(usually beeause they have regdeived more than one) to permit
sahools to offer seats in the second and third round to students
who < were originally walt-listed. However, relatively few seats
are fllled as a result of seaond and third round offers..
Clitywlde, 28.8% of all seats were filled 1in the sedond and third
rounds 1n the latest admissions year. At the most popular
sahools, even fewer seats are filled after the first round. At
Norman Thomas High School for Commereial Edueation, a altywilde
edueation option sahool, for instanee, only 13.75Z of all seats
were fllled 1in the later rounds. At Midwood High Sahool, whiah
runs three altywlide sareened programs in eocoperation with Brooklyn
College, only 5.32% of the sareened seats were assigned after the
first round. At George Westinghouse Vosatlional Teeahnlaal High
Sahool no offers were made 1in several popular programs after the
first round.

Even 1f a substantial number of seats are avallable after the
first round, the most the High Se¢hool Division aan do is to ahange
the ranking of students on the walting 1list so that those from
underrepresented areas or groups get offers first. If these . areas
are also underrepresented on the walting list, then elearly,
eorreative aation may not be possible, If inadequate anumbers of
students from wunderrepresented areas have been seleated from
interviews or auditions it appears I1mpossible to adjust
representation at the end of the admissions proeess. Moreover,
these last minute eorreetions may not ashleve failr distrlbutlon of
acdaeptanaes among feeder sahools within a distriet. In our
ecaleaulation of distriats' admission results, AFC found that i1n
many e¢ases, one sSahool reaeived almost all of the offers d1n that
distrliet, even when similar numbers of students applied at the
other distriet feeder sahools. In AFC's study of admission
results within Distriet 5, Harlem, AFC found that one Intermediate
sahool had far better admissions results than the other three
feeder sehools at the high sshools most popular with Distriat 5
students and the one junlor high in the distriat did dramatieally
worse, although it is eonsidered an effeative sehool. '

The Case of Limited English Profliaslent and Spealal Edusation
Students

Post first-round eorreations are also Inadequate to guarantee
adequate seats for limited English profieient (LEP) and spealal
edueation students. In the most reeent admissions proasess, the
High Sehool Division was instrueted that each school or seleative
program was to seleat one-~third of all LEP applisants up to 40
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students. But this ediet was handed down only after first round
offers had been made. 1In many eases seats @aould not possibly have
been available to offer LEP students. In even more aases LEP-
students had not applied In suffielient numbers in the first place
because no one had ecounseled them on what was available to them.
The vast majority of sereened and eduwational option programs do
not make provision for LEP students. But even those that do,
reaeive surprislingly few applieations. In sharp eontrast, LEP
students apply 1iIn large numbers to @omputer programs but very few
are aeaepted.

. Many of the 50 seleative sahools and programs surveyed by AFC
made no provisions for limited English profialent students. Very
few offered the full bilingual servieces mandated under the ASPIRA
deearee. A table at the end of the appendix reveals how few LEP
students are ascepted to these sshools.

An Edueational Priorities Panel report, Ten Years of Negleat,
released In Owetober 1985, not only shows that large numbers of LEP
students are not regeiving the serviees they are entitled to but
also doeuments thelr overrepresentation in zoned high sehools and
dramatie underrepresentation 1n nonzoned sehools and programs.

The State Edueation Department (SED) reeently investigated
the aaeess of LEP high sehool students to voesational programs. 1In .
a letter of findings dated September 24, 1985, SED's Division of
Civil Rights found "that New York City publie sehools 1s 1in
violation of the eontrolling legal authorities as they relate to
awcess of limited ZEnglish profielent students to voeational
eduaation.”

Among 1ts speeifie findings were that:

1. LEP students "are seriously underrepresented in the 22
voweational—-teehniaal high  scechools, the six edueational options
high sehools whlieh offer voeational and teehnieal programs, and in
the speaial voeational and eareer institutes offered in the
aaademia-aomprehensive high sehools that were reviewed;"”

2. Bilingual and English as a seaond language support
programs and serviees  are not offered at the majority of
voeational edueation programs;

3. The applieation rate of LEP students to the vowational-
teahnieal and eduasational options sehools is disproportionately
low as 1s the aceseptanse rate In many Iinstanases, for the few
students who do apply;
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4. Insuffiaient Information .about vodational education
opportunities 1s available to LEP students at the feeder sahools;

5. Seareening tests and intervlews when held are sounduated
entirely 1in English, and English-language standardized reading
tests are sometimes used as an admissions ariterion.

. The state found that LEP students are aatually diseouraged by
their eounselors from applylng to any non-zoned sahool on the
grounds that requlired language serviaes are not available.
Moreover, the High Sehool Direetory has not been avallable 1in any
language other than English. Board offlelals promised in the fall
of 1985 to get the introduatory seations translated Iato the six
most aommon non—-English languages. But LEP students and . thelr
parents still have no information on speaifia programs available
in thelr native language.

In the past iInformation has also not been available to
speelal edueation students and thelr parents on what spealal
programs have self-eontained units. However, for the flirst time
some progress  has been made. The newly 1issued 1985 High Sehool
Direetory speeifies for eaech sehool what programs have self-
e¢ontalned units and whether the admisslions model is unsereened,
sareened or edueatlional option. :

Only a few years ago, few eduesational option or voeational-
teahnieal sehools ran speelal edueation programs. Now almost
every unzoned  sahool has a speelial g¢omponent. Thus-, although
spealal edueation students eontinue to be overrepresented in zoned
high sehools and demand for speeial edueation seats in wunzoned"
programs still far outwelghs supply, some progress has been made.

The Relationship of Admissions Criteria to Admissions Results

One High Sahool Division offieial has suggested that
impoveristed <distriets obtaln fewer seats than more affluent
distriets because fewer of their students ean meet the admissions
eriteria of the seleetive nonzoned programs., Although it is true
that ec¢onomieally disadvantaged students tend to have lower
aehievement levels, - this neither explains nor exauses the
underrepresentation of students from impoverished, noun-white
distriets, for several reasons. )

First of all, the admisslions c¢riteria themselves would be
suspeat 1f ‘thelr effeeat was to exelude students from eertain
distriets. As disaeaussed 1in a previous ahapter there 1s no
systemia doublegcheeck on eaeh programs' eriteria to make sure they
are no more selecetive than 1s approprlate to the program offered.
It 1is, therefore, passible for sehools to deliberately set
standards high enough to exalude whole feeder schools. None of
the school offieials whose 1Iinterviews appear in the Appendix
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stated that they set thelr admissions eriteria in order to exelude
students from eertaln distriats. But several alearly stated that
higher saores or grade polnt averages were requlred for thelr more
popular ©programs. Moreover, most sehools' admisslion erlterla
exelude students with attendanee problems, and several eduaeational
options programs indieated that they pleked students with the top
test seores from each category. These are admisslions polleles
that <eannot be justlifled and almost aertainly work agalnst
economieally disadvantaged students.

But 1t 1s also 1Ineorreet to assume that there are not
adequate numbers of qualified students 1n the 1mpoverished
"distriets to fi1l1ll a proportionally fair number of seats at sehools
with rigorous standards. It 1s noteworthy that when e¢onomleally
disadvantaged minorlty students are judged by a standardized test
they sometimes do Dbetter than when the admissions eriteria are
more amorphous. For instanee, only .8% of the students applying to
soreened Midwood High Sehool programs out of Distrliet 23, Ocean
Hill-Brownsville were awaepted but 3.1%Z passed the test to enter
Brooklyn Teehnlaeaal High Sehool, one of the speelalized high
sahools authorized by state statute. In Distriet 16, Bedford
Stuyvesant, 2.4%Z of appliaants to Midwood were aaaepted but 5.87%
passed the Brooklyn Teeh test. The eontrast was even greater for
private/paroehial sehool applieants in these two distriets. Only
1.8%Z were aceeepted to Midwood from Distriet 16 but 9.2% passed the
Brooklyn Teeh test. None were aacepted to Mldwood from Distriet
23 but 7.7%Z passed the Brooklyn Tesh test.

It appears, in faet, that the number of aehieving students in
impoverished minority distrlats outwelghs the number of seats made
avalilable to them at seleative sehools. A number of guidance
aounselors, prineipals and superintendents from sueh distrlets

have expressed partieular soneern about the laek of sueeess of
"~ thelir highest aehieving students in obtalning seats. There 1s
reason to Dbelleve  that the most promising students from these
distriets are, 1n partieular, adversely affeeted by the preference
glven to whites In the admissions proeess.

In edueational options programs and schools, eompetition is
often stiffest for the 257 of seats that go to students readling
more than six months above grade level. Thils 1s surprising at
first glanee, sinee more potential appllieants read below grade
level than read above 1it. But 1t Is the high- seoring students
who are reeelving the most encecouragement from eounselors and
parents to apply to seleatlive schools in preferencve to thelr zoned
high sehool.

The above—-grade-level eategory «ean be expeated to 1nalude a
higher pereentage of white appllieants than the at—-and-below grade
level eategories beeause predominantly white sehools tend to have
higher seores on standardlzed reading tests.. This means that
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high-aehieving minority students are not only ecompeting with more
applieants, but also that they are aompeting with more appliceaunts
who have the automatle advantage of belng white in a system that,
in many sehools, must give preference to whites. The prineipal of
one  such edueatlonal optlon sehool says he attempts to aceept a
similar raelal proportlon of students 1n eaeh eategory to avert
the posslibility of trasking paralleling raee. Thils praetiece, he
notes glves a tremendous advantage to average and lower—-aehleving
white students over theilr minority eounterparts. The Board
presently does not monitor the feeder patterns or raaial
proportions within test eategories but eould easlily program 1its
eomputer to gather this information. Thils Is very d{Important, as
the eduwmatlional optlion sehool prineipal polinted out, to prevent
traeking by race.

In sereened programs, only high-seoring appiieants are
generally aonsidered. Even the poorest distrliet will have a
number of students saoring substantlially above grade level but
more affluent distriaets will be able to produee applieants with
even higher test saores. If a sehool looks for the best seores 1t
ean get, rather than the minimum achievement level needed to
suaeeed, eaonomieally disadvantaged students' chanees of being
aeaepted deeline. Some seleetive schools 1Indieated 1in  their
Interviews that they were looking for speelfie types of advaneed
aoursework In math, selenee, forelgn language, musie or art. If a
feeder sehool does not offer advansed enough eourses, 1ts students
will probably be passed over, Eeonomilieally disadvantaged
distriets whiah must eonaentrate theilr resouraes on i1ineulaatling
basia skills may not be able to afford sueh aourses.

A partial solution  to maldistribution of seats 1s to set up
goals for fair distributlion of seats ahead of time and to review
eaeh high sc¢hool's ranklng of students to make sure these goals
are met before any aaeeptanee notlees go out. Under the present
system, schools rank all aceeeptable applieants. In popular
programs, many more appliaants are ranked then ean be aawepted or
even walt-listed. 1If the highest. ranking applieants do not
eomprise the agreed upon mlix of students, the computerized system
aould eontinue down the list of ranked students untll the proper
mix = 1s aechieved, wlthout requiring the sehool to aaecept
unqualifled applieants, 1If, as was reecommended in the previous
chapter, seleation of qualified students is done by e¢omputer,
based on approved eriteria, the areation of an appropriate mix of
students would be even easier.

Effielent monitoring to ensure equitable raeial balanee among
students aaeepted to mnonzoned programs Tequires golng beyond
feeder patterns and e¢olleating information on the raece of the
student on the applieation form as is already done on Optional
Assignment program applieations. This information, however,
should not be revealed to the high sehools the student 1Is applying
to. In faet, the State Edueation Department has found Improper the
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notifiecation to high sehools that an applicant 1Is eligible for LEP
servieces and the native language spoken. "

It 1s a thorny problem to establish what a falr
representation of students should be. This 1s an issue that
ultimately must be addressed at the Chancellor's level to resolve
competing interests and to ensure the task of edueatling students
with speeial needs is equitably distributed among all the elity's
high sehools.

- The categories and i1ssues whieh must be eonsidered in
determining the appropriate mix of students include:

* Geographie distribution -~ 1.e. equitable representation of
feeder sehools and distriets - wlithin eaceh program and test
category;

* Speeial edueatlion students;
% Limited English profieient students;
* The gender traditionally wunderrepresented In a speagifie

career area;

* Racial/ethnie eomposition -  again within eaeh program and
category; ‘

* Students with poor attendanaee records;
* Students with low standardized test saeaores.

In addition, determination mwmust be made as to whether a
program's or school's eatehment area should be the entire eity,
the - borough, or some smaller area. Faaetors that should be
asonsidered inelude:

* Is there a ceomparable program available to students in other
’ boroughs?

* Would students within the borough be adversely affeeted 1f
the program were alitywide?

* Is the scehool easily aeasessible by publia transportation to
students living out of zone or out of borough?

Finally, if minority students are to be given the same
opportunity for <¢onsideration as white students, the goals for
raelal a@ompostion at sehools with non—-zoned seleetive programs
must be brought into line with the raeial composition of the pool
of potential applieants.




PROFILE OF FEEDER SCHOOL POPULATIONS AND SELECTIVE HIGH SCHOOLS IN BROOKL?N

Table 1

_Sv._

District J.H./I.S. % Low Income _ Non-Hispanic Origin
Population* Children** % Asian¥ % Hispanic* % Black#* % White*
13 3,933 59.21 .1 13.2 86.5 .2
14 5,509 71.01 2.2 66.4 24.5 6.9
15 5,120 62.25 2.4 61.4 19.0 17.2
'16 2,540 70.16 0.0 10.0 90.0 0.0
17 7,483 60.81 : 9.4 88.7 0.3
18 5,721 36.06 6.2 67.3 24.5
l9‘ 6,338 63.82 1.9 43.1 49.3 5.7
20 7,835 42 .45 9.3 29.4 13.9 47.3
21 6,470 - 45.66 5.0 15:3 20.5 59.2
22 . 6,255 31.32 . 7.6 31.0 56.7
23 3,631 74.36 0.0 14.6 85.2° 0.2
32 5,120 73.42 0. 6l1.8 34.0 3.4
Brgi};grilcts‘ 65,957 3.0 28.6 46.7 21.7
Midwood 2,478 30.00 9.1 19.0 36.8 45.0
Dewey 3,032 ‘49.25 .0 - 14.4 29.7 50.7
Murrow 3,027 - 38.45 +8 14.6 27.7 51.9

Data Source: Office of Student Information Services, NYC Board of Education

*October 31, 1983 Annual Pupil Ethnic Census.

at Murrow and Dewey according to more recent but unaudited data.

**June 14, 1984 Povefty Components Listing

Note, the white population has increased at Midwood and decreased
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Iigh School: John Dewey
Students Appiying From students Applying From
Private/Pa;ochial Public Feeder Schcols
de hools
Feeder Schools % of Total J.H./
. Total % Applicants % Applicants % Applicants |[I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving . . Receiving Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers
oitywide 8,501 1,932 22.7
District
13 850 42 4.9 44 15.9 806 4.3 .9
14 396 56 14.1 82 14.6 314 14.0 .8
15 1,337 334 29.9 441 33.3 896 25.7 4.5 I
: : o
16 319 36 11.2 81 14.8 238 10.1 .9 I
17 1,018 132 13.0 170 28.2 848 12.2 1.4
18 400 55 13.75 92 6.5 348 15.9 .9
19 509 60 ‘11.8 .69 1.4 440 13.1 .9
20 654 240 36.7 133 36.8 521 36.6 2.4
21 1,506 729 48.4 283 37.5 1,223 50.9 9.6
22 704 138 19.6 270 14.8. 434 22.6 l.6
23 260 29 11.1 28 0.0 232 12.5 .8
32 263 23 - 8.75 26 0.0 237 11.0 -4




Table 3

High School: Edward R. Murrow
Students Applying From Students Applying From
Private/Parochial Public Feeder Schools
Feeder Schools
% of Total J.H./
Total % Applicants % Applicants % Applicants || I.5. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving Receiving , Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers
citywide 10,995 1,538 14.0
pistrict
13 946 54 5.7 81 16.1 209 4.7 1.0
14 516 58 11.2 155 14.8 361 9.7 .6
15 1,551 214 13.8 575 17.4 976 11.4 2.2 $
' ~J
16 335 30 9.0 133 14.2 200 - 5.5 .4 !
17 1,158 104 9.0 208 11.5 950 8.4 1.1
18 716 75 10.4 138 12.3 578 10.0 1.0
19 562 . a7 8.3 80 .05 482 8.4 .7
20 1,005 139 13.8 218 15.1 787 13.5 1.4
21 _ 1,249 274 T 21.© . 241 26.6 1,008 20.8 3.2
22 2,011 443 22.0 642 16.3 1,372 24.6 5.4
23 251 17 6.7 29 3.4 228 7.0 .4
32 372 21. 5.6 26 7.7 346 5.5 .4




[igh School:

Midwood

ST TR R R RS RN ST e

Students Applying From students Applying From
Private/Parochial Public Feeder Schools
| , Feeder Schoo;s v % of Total J.H./
, Total % Applicants % Applicants % Applicants {{I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving Receiving Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers
Citywide 10,441 830 8.0
District

13 1,332 71 5.3 134 21.6 1,198 3.5 1.1
14 - 262 7 2.7 -53 3.8 209 2.4 .1

15 974 138 14.2 400 16.5 574 12.5 1.4 |

. ) 1.

16 509 12 2.4 169 1.8 340 2.6 .4 T
17 1,463 40 2.7 294 3.4 1,169 2.6 .4
18 876 51 5.8 196 3.8 680 6.5 .8
19 596 23 3.9 104 14.4 492 1.6 .1
20 705 74 .10.5 66 16.7 . 639 9.9 .8
21 - 582 103 T 17.7 94 16.0 488 18.0 1.7
22 1,809 - 254 14.0 460 16.7 1,349 13.1 2.8
23 354 3. .8 16 0.0 338 9 .1
32 476 22 . 4.6 40 5.0 436 4.6 .4




PROFILE OF FEEDER SCHOOL POPULATIONS AND SELECTIVE HIGH SCHOOLS IN MANHATTAN

Table 5

*0October 31,

at Murrow and Dewey accordlng to more recent but unaudited data.

 *%June 14, 1984 Poverty Components Listing

District J.H./I.S. % Low Income Non—Hisbanic Origin
Population® . Children** % Asian¥® . % Hispanic* % Black* % White*

1 3,354 66.23 14.0 69.8 13.8 2.4

2 5,372 37.62 30.7 25.8 15.9 27.5

3 3,535 57.20 2.1 39.6 51.8 6.2

4 4,498 65.33 | .5 55.8 39.3 4.4

5 3,448 - 71.80 .3 20.4 - 79.1 -1

6 4,907 68.71 - 1.8 76.9 16.2 5.0
Ma;?:ﬁ:i’c‘ts | 25,114 9.2 . 48.2 33.6 8.9 |

‘ , ~
Marry Berg- 3,575 - 46.29 9.6 31.1 47.6 11.6 T
traum - : ‘
Norman Thomas 3,083 ~57.22 4.3 42.6 - 48.8 4.3
LaGuardia 2,569 37.28 4.2 15.7 42.1 38.0
Art & Design 1,987 49.17 8.8 29.6 30.7 30.7
Data Source: vbffice of Student Information Services, NYC Board of Education
1983 Annual'Puﬁil Ethnic Census. Note, the white population has increased at Mldwood and

decreased



High School:

Murry Bergtraum

Students Applying From
Private/Parochial
Feeder Schools:

Students Applying From
Public Feeder Schools

% of Total J.H./

~ Total % Applicants %'Applicants % Applicants {|I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving Receiving Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers
Citywide 24,385 1,553 6.4
District
1 1,143 131 11.5 103 . 16.5 1,040 11.0 3.4
2 1,509 251 16.6 382 17.0. 1,127 16.5 3f5
3 786 41 5.2 95 4.2 691 5.4 1.0 r
4 1,663 79 4.7 §7 . 13;4 1,564 4.0 ;.4 $
5 620 68 10.9 28 _‘10.7 592 10.9 1.9
6 705 58 8.2 90 20.0 618 6.5 .8
7. 892 51 5.7 iOO 11;0 792 5.0 .81
16 933 51 5.0 241 9.5 692 4.0 1.1
23 474 22 5.0 48 6.0 426 4.4 .5
29 244 8 3.0 37 2.7 467 4.0 .1
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, Table 7
h School: Norman Thomas
Students Applying From Stgdents_Applying‘From
Private/Parochial Public Feeder Schools :
Feeder Schools . :
' ) % of Total J.H./
} Total % Applicants % Bpplicants % Applicants ||I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving Receiving Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers
itywide 25,390 1,281 5.0
istrict
1 1,149 95 8.3 93 1.1 1,056 18.9 2.8
2 1,627 112 6.9 378 4.5 1,249 12.1 2.8
3 853 70 8.2 143 2.1 710 9.4 1.9 )
: ) wn
4 1,969 155 8.0 0 0,0 1,969 8.0 3.4 v
5 927 38 4.0 44 2.0 883 4.0 1.1
6 1,111 63 5.7 128 2.3 983 - 6.1 1.2
7 1,096 75 7.0 139 11.5 957 6.0 1.2
16 701 11 1.5 184 .5 517 2.0 -4
29 408 1 L2 50 0.0 358 .2 .01




Fiorello LaGuardia

High School:

Students Applying From
Private/Parochial
Feeder Schools

Students Applying From
Public Feeder Schools

% Applicants

% of Total J.H./

Total % Applicants % Applicants I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Reqeiving : Receiving Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicarits Offers Offers
Citywide 14,718 776 5.3
District |
2 961 145 15.1 218 24.3 .7(431 12.3 1.7
4 545 49 9.0 18 5.5 527 9.1 1.1
5 400 4 1.0 23. 0.0 377 i.l .1 &
6 485 29 6.0 68 5.9 417 6.0 .5 v
7 399 8 2.3 30 ° 3.3 319 2.2 .1
15 486 27 5.5 93 8.6 393 4.8 {4
l6 225 1 .4 -28 0.0 197 .5. .04
26 169 12 7.1 © 21 0.0 148 8.1 | .3
29 435 18 : 4;1 48 387 3.4 .2

10.4




High School:

Art & Design

Students Applying From
Private/Parochial
Feeder Schools

Students Applying From
Public Feeder Schcols

Table 9

% of Total J.H./

Total % Applicants % Applicants % Applicants [ I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving Receiving Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers
Ciﬁywide 5,693 1,088 19.1
ﬁistrict
2 273 70 25.6 42 26.0 215 26.0 1.0
5 177 17 9.6 2 100.0 89 13.4 .3
6 227 41 18.0 12 9.5 185 18.9 .7 \
wn
7 137 i2 9.0 24 4.0 113 10.0 .2 %
15 258 46 17.8 - 59 15.2 199 18.5 .7
26 -A67 20 30.0 13 23.0 54 31.0 .4




PROFILE OF FEEDER SCHOOL POPULATIONS IN QUEENS

% Low Income

Table 10

-vs-.

District J.H./I.S. Non-Hispanic Origin
Population* Children** % Asian¥ % Hispanic#* % Black* % White*

24 8,050 35.50 15.9 35.0 9-5 39.6

25 6,713 22.24 17.4 12.5 14.9 55.2

26 4,321 15.09 9.8 \ 7.3 23.1 59.é

27 8,151 42.43 2.9 18.8 44.8 33.4

28 - 6,060 40.75 9.0 18.6 - 46.3 26.1

29 6,759 45.72 3.01 11.3 78.1 7.6

30 6,229. 41.77 11.4 30.1 18.9 39.5
Data Source: Office of Student Inf{armation Services, N¥C Board of Education

*October 31, 1983 Annual Pupil Ethnic Census. decreased

**June 14, 1984 Poverty Components Listing

Note, the white population has increased at Midwood and
at Murrow and Dewey according to more recent but unaudited data. .




ADMISSIONS RESULTS FOR QUEENS DISTRICTS AT TOWNSEND HARRIS AND BENJAMIN

CARDOZO S EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Students Applying From
Private/Parochial
Feeder Schools

Students Applying From
Public Feeder Schools

Table 11

% of Total J.H./

Total % Applicants % Applicants % Applicants ||I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving Receiving Receiving Receiving
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers
Townsend
Harris
District
24 188 38 20.2 84 21.4 104 - 19.2 .2
25 373 89 23.9 132 25.0 241 23.2 .8
26 180 35 19.4 66 19.6 114 19.3 .5
27 137 20 14.6 28 7.1 109 16.5 .2
28 125 26 20.8 61 14.7 64 26.5 .3 &
29 276 20 8.0 104 7.7 172 8.1 .2 ul
30 155 19 12.3 63 7.9 92 15.2 .2 :
Benjamin
Cardozo's
Educational
Option Pro-
gram
District .
24 148 18 -12.2 47 .0 101 17.9 .2
25 405 -78 19.3 88 18.2 317 19.6 .9
26 306 61 192.9 55 7.3 251 22.7 1.4
27 112 6 '5.4 20 . .0 92 6.5 .1
28 166 18 10.8 46 10.9 120 10.8 .2
29 645 39 6.0 211 4.7 434 6.7 .4
30 80 8 10.0 26 11.5 54 9.3 -1
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PROFILE OF FEEDER SCHOOL POPULATIONS IN THE BRONX

District J.H./I.S. % Low Income Non-Hispanic Origin
’Population* ' Children** % Asian* % Hispanic# % Black* % White*
7 4,770 |  77.14 0.3 63.5 35.8 0.4
8 8,213 - 62.59 ' 0.9 54.3 . 33.3 11.5
9 7,749 72.20 . 1.7 48.8 49.0 0.4
10 '9,456 68.23 4.7 v 54.1 . 27.1 14.1
S 11 _ 7,645 43.14 2.0 25.5 54.3 18.1
12 - 4,179 67.69 0.2 64.9 A ' 34.5 0.4
Admissions Results for Bronx Districts at |l students Applying From gtudents Applying From
Herbert Lehman's Educational Option Program-. Private/Parochial ' . Public Feeder sScheols
Feeder Schools , ) % of Total J.H./
Total % Applicants % Applicants |} ‘ % Applicants ||I.S. Population
Applicants Offers Receiving : "Recelving _ Receiving Receiving |
Offers Applicants Offers Applicants Offers Offers , .$
District
7 720 21 2.9 100 6.0 620 2.4 0.3
.8 795 34 4.3 125 0.0 670 5.1 - 0.4
9 971 17 1.8 65 7.7 906 1.3 0.2
10 601 - 32 5.3 - 76 4.0 525 5.5 0.3
11 886 77 8.7 90 16.7 796 7.8 0.8
12 434 19 4.4 39 15.4 395 3.3 0.3

Data Source: Office of Student Information Services, NYC'Boafd of Education

*October 31, 1983 Annual Pupil Ethnic Census. Note, the white population has increased at Midwood and decreased
at Murrow and Dewey according to more recent but unaudited data. )

**June 14, 1984 Poverty Components Listing
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PROFILES OF DISTRICT 18 FEEDER SCHOOLS AND THEIR ADMISSIONS
RESULTS AT MIDWOOD,. MURROW AND DEWEY

School Profilé

. % Low I
Feeder School % Asian % Black % White % Hispanic Chila:
68 1.4 22.8 70.0 . 5.8 ) 42
211 3.4 32.2 55.1 9.3 : 57
232 .4 94.0 » .5 5.1 75
252 0.0 93.6 0.0 6.4 85
285 : .6 93.0 .6 5.6 72
% Applicants Receiv:
Feeder School Applicants Total Offers ' Offers
Admissions Reéults at Midwood
68 ' 79 21 » 26.6%
211 63 ) 2 : 3.2%
232 134 5 3.7%
252 109 2 ' 1.8%
285 . 295 14 , 4.7%
Admissions Results at Murrow
68 101 14 ) 13.9%
211 68 8 . 11.8%
232 116 16 13.8%
252 104 16 15.3%
285 188 : 4 2.1%
Admissions Results at Dewey
68 39 .3 : 7.7%
211 20 5 25.0%
232 . 66 17 , : 25.8%
252 72 8 11.1%
285 111 ' 16 ) 9.0%
r
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PROFILES OF DISTRICT 15 FEEDER SCHOOLS AND THEIR ADMISSIONS
RESULTS AT MIDWOOD, MURROW AND DEWEY

Table 14

. ) % Low Income
Feeder School % Asian % Black % White % Hispanic Children
051 3.7 20.9 11.3 63.9 62.45
088 2.5 15.0 ) 30.1 52.3 57.76
136 2.1 1.7 5.6 90.6 83.94
142 3.2 32.7 ' 21.9 42.0 54.88
293 .5 30.9 . 10.3 58.4 53.02

Feeder School

% Applicants
‘Applicants Total Offers Offers

Receiving

051

Admissions Results at Midwood

82 10 12.9%
088 235 27 11.5%
136 42 4 ' ‘ 9.5%
142 150 22 : 14.7%
293 47 . 7 14.9%
Admissions Results at Murrow
051 127 14 , 11.0%
088 357 50 14.0%
136 195 18 9.2%
142 173 v 14 8.1%
293 95 4 4.2%
Admissions Results at Dewey
051 132 27 20.4%
088 316 70 22.1%
136 221 85 38.5%
142 162 , 43 26.5%
293 63 6 9.5%
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RESULTS AT TOWNSEND HARRIS

PROFILES OF DISTRICT 28 FEEDER SCHOOLS AND THEIR ADMISSIONS

Table

| % Low Incom

Feeder School % Asian % Black % White % Hispanic Children
008 .2 96.7 .2 3.0 67.87
072 1 95.7 0.0 4.2 46.58
142 .2 92.9 9.6 6.5 49.81
157 13.2 20.5 51.5 14.0 23.15
190 16.3 16.6 54.8 12.3 16.98
217 12.0 24.0 24.0 44.7 41.96

Admissions Results at Townsend Harris

% Applicants Receiving

-Feeder School Applicants Total Offers Offers
- 008 3 0. 0.0%
072 2 0] 0.0%
142 0 0] 0.0%
157 5 1 20.0%
190 35 ‘10 28.6%
217 19 6 31.6%
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Individual in the System: Front Door Rejeatlions, Baek Door
Aeceptanaees ’

Over the years, AFC has assisted many students with problems
regarding high sahool admissions. Some eases involved
malnstreamed speeial education students receiving resouree room
who were not permltted to take a test at a vocational-teehnlaeal
high sehool or were not giliven appropriate test modifleations.
Others I1nvolved students who had been aecepted Into a program as a
speelal edueation student and had later been recommended for
malnstreaming or ecomplete deeertlflaeaatlion by the Commlttee  on the
Handleapped. These students eame to us when they were told they
would not be allowed to contlnue in the nonzoned sehool as general
.edueatlon students ‘and would have to attend their zoune high
sehool. We have generally obtained satisfaetory resolutiomns In
these e¢ases but the faet that these situatlons reeur 1ndieates
that systemle solutions are needed.

Other eases have Ilnvolved ninth grade junlior high applleants
"whose applleations were not «eonsldered because the program of
thelr ehoiee had no seats for ineoming tenth graders. In the fall
1985 the Board issued a memo requlring all hlgh sehools to offer
seats for tenth graders in all programs whiech should help resolve
this problem, But 1n a system as large and eomplex as the high
sahool admisslons system, mnew problems eonstantly surface,
adversely affeating Individuals or groups of students. A - elear,
well-publleized proeedure 1in wrlting for redressing individual
problems 1s therefore, required.

~ For lInstanece, we have handled a number of eases where the
student's applleation was somehow lost and never reaehed any -high
sehools deprlving the student of a ehanee to be eonsldered. 1In
other eases the student was not consldered for a program because
the program eode had not been entered correetly on the appllaation
and' no one had eaught the error. In these ¢ases the students'
middle sehool guidanee eounselors always sald there was nothing
they eould do. Sometlmes the parents had been seeklng help for
several months before they came to AFC. In sueh ecases, offielals
at the Offlee of High Sehool Admlissions told us that 1f the
guldanee eounselors had apprlsed them of the problem as soon as 1t
was dlsaeovered, there was a proeess to obtaln eonsideratlon of
students' applieatlions when first round results arrived at the
schools of thelr c¢holiee. A system to redress problems that
guldanee <@ounselors either don't know about or are unwllling to
tell parents about is of little use to students, Moreover, the
manual on the admlisslons system that 1s distrlbuted to guidanae
eounselors does not make any mentlon of thls proceess.
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One High Sehool Borough Superintendent told us that he has
instituted a proeedure for reviewing eases brought to his
attention by Community Distrlet Superintendents. In the spring of
1985, he overruled rejeetions 1n about 70 eases, allowing those
students to attend the sahool of their eholee. This proeedure, 1s
a step 1n the right direetion but does not beneflt students for
whom the sahool and the distrlet are not willing to go to bat.

A similar laek of effeetive redress exlsted 1In the case of
the system's Promotlonal Gates polley, whicech required schools to
holdover students scorling below aut—-off polnts on standardized
tests. Responding to eritieism from AFC and other groups, the
Board developed a wrltten appeals proeedure, publlielzed -the
procedure and required that sehools Inform every parent of a ¢hild
slated for Promotional Gates retentlon as to how to appeal.

A simllar elarifiecatlion and publieation of the system for
redressing Individual high sehool admissions problems 1s elearly
called for. Sueh a walarilfieation will not reform the entire
admissions proeess but 1t would help the proeess’ operate more
fairly.

The case of a student we will eall Paul G. poilgnantly
11lustrates how the admisslons system ean fall an at-rlisk youth.
Paul was a blaek eighth grader, from a publle housing projeect. He
had above average math and reading test sceores but poor grades and
attendanee in the seventh grade. " Hls sehool reecord had 1improved
in the elghth grade, but sinee seventh grade reeords are used on
the applieation form, this Improvement was not refleeted In his
appliaeation. It was d1mportant to him to attend a sc¢hool. other
than his =zoned saehool where hils older brothers had gotten Into
some trouble that hls family feared would ecome baek to haunt the
younger sibling. On the flrst round he was rejecvted outright at
all his e¢eholees but one, an unsereened sehool to whieh he was
walt-listed. On the third and final round of admissions he was
aeaepted at that sehool and promptly turned in hils aaeeptance form
to his mliddle sechool guldanece counselor. The guidanee eounselor
accepted the form from him but threatened that Paul would have to
go to his zoned high sahool if he failed any major subjeets. (AFC
was not able to find any written poliey allowing an aeceeptancee to
a partieular scehool to be reseinded where the student was still
eligible to enter high sehool.)

In the fall when Paul arrlved at the unzoned high school he
was told that he was not on thelr list of students and was sent
‘baek to hils middle sehool to find out where he was assigned to
high sehool. Hils former guidanee <eounselor refused to help
saying, "You don't go here anymore so I don't have anything to do
with you." His family aontaeted AFC."™ A @omputer eheak by " the
High Sehool Division eonfirmed that Paul had been aeceepted to the
unzoned se¢hool but 1ndleated that his response aaeepting the
sehool had not been reeelved., Hls family suspected that the
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guidanee counselor never sent the form 1n, sinee he had been so-
unhelpful and dlseouraging. The Division offlelal said that Paul
sdould only be admitted +to the sehool if the sehool had room.-
However, with AFC's 1nterventlion, a sahool system offiafal ordered
the prineipal of the unzoned school to aeeept Paul. Paul reported
to the school every day for two weeks but the sehool refused to
program him and admit him to alass, elalming they could not loeate
his prior sehool reeords. He sat all day in an offlaee, and scehool
offlelals on several oeeaslons asked him, "Do you really want to
go to this sehool?" Eventually, with further outside
intervention, he was properly programmed and assisted 1in making up
missed work. But he himself sald that ~he had ecome e¢lose to

~dropplng out of sehool altogether.

In sharp contrast to Paul's experlence, some students get
Into sehools through the "baek door."™. One student who eontaeted
AFC because she had been rejested at her top cholee ealled baek to
say that she and her mother had gone to the high sahool and talked
the assistant prinelpal into aewepting her. When we esontaated one
middle saehool guldanee <eounselor on behalf of a ellent whose
applicecation had not been ¢onsldered beaause 'of errors in
transeription of the sechool @ode, he sald he had gotten some
students into high sehools by ewalling those saeahools' offlaials
direatly but had not been able to help our elient.

An admissions offlaelal at an edueational option high sehool
in Manhattan told us quite eandidly that he gets lnstruetions to
admit students all the time, bumping students whom the saehool has
ranked as qualified off the acceptanee 1lists. A High Sechool
Division offlalal told AFC that thls problem is even worse at one
of the Brooklyn edueational option sehools. - An even higher
ranking sehool system offieial told AFC that school systen
offieials are eommonly told to admlt students outside the regular
proaess, not beaause some remedy an Inequity done to the ehild,
but bewause the c¢hlld's famlly knows a politleian, or other publie
leader.

The system would proteet itself from such manlpulation by
Instituting a truly blind admissions system. Where students who
meet admlsslions eriteria are 1dentifled by eomputer and then
seleeted randomly for seats. An officeclal, well publielized wriltten
grievanee proeedure that sets out the aeueptable grounds for
seekling redress as well as the approprlate offlee to eontaet would
not only benefit 1Individual students who get "lost In the
labyrinth" but would also help repalr the Iimage of favoritism and
blas that mars the present system.
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Conelusion

The present -admisslons system permits 1invalld adwmisslons
ariterla, lnequlitable representation of minoritles, and baek door
favoritism. It must be reformed to prevent the types of
diseriminatory impaat thls report has documented. - However,
inequitable polieles and results are the symptom of a larger
problem. The present high scehool system does not have enough
seats 1n effeaetive, desirable high sehools to aaeommodate every
publlie sehool student. Flrst 1In lline to get the seats that do
exlst are the students who are freest to leave the system and go
to private and paroeahial sehools —-- middle elass students in
general and espeelally non~-Hispanie white students.

The system has made a enormous number of aeeommodations to
keep these students 1in "the sehool =system. Examples are the
priority glven to eertaln areas of Distriets 21 and 22 at Murrow
and . Dewey, the redesign of Charles Evan Hughes 1nto the High
Sehool of the Humanltles with a ¢ommitment to aceommodate Distrlat
2 students before other students are admlitted. The most troubling
example, perhaps, 1s the areation of an over-sized mlinority high
sahool =zone 1in Queens to prevent "whilte flight™ at other sehools
with white majoritiles.

Some aeaommodatlons are mno doubt neeessary and proper. A
sehool system needs a middle alass population. To have a truly
integrated sehool system there must be a substantial pereentage . of
whites along wlth blaeks, Hispanles and Asians in the publie
sahools. :

But as this report 1llustrates, the sehool syétem is
attempting to aegqompllish Important ends through Inequitable means.

- Minority students, students from the poorest nelghborhoods,

speelal educeatlon students, 1limlited Engllish proflelent students
and students ~who eould beneflt from programs traditionally the
provinaee of the opposite sex are all suffering. A private sahool
might be free to negleet sueh student populations but a publie
seahool system must edugate every student who walks through 1ts
doors. It must 'give every student equltable aeeess to quality
programs. '

Makling the high sehool admissions system falrer will not
solve the present inability of the school system to offer every

- student an exaeellent edueation. However, 1f the seleetive unzoned

sehools took an equitable number of eaonomiaally deprived
students, LEP ‘and spealal education students, low aahleving
students and students with poor attendanae patterns, the zoned
sehools would be freed up to serve a more manageable number of at-
risk students more effeetlively. At-risk students would also have
the Dbeneflt of the eareer. and voeatlonal programs offered at the
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unzoned sahools. 1In some eases, making admissions more equitable
will require seleative sahools to apply the 1nltitative and
professionallism that has marked the development of programs for
high aehleving students to the task of ereating programs for at-
risk students,

Moreover, 1f more of +the students presently favored by the
admissions system attended sehool Iin their neighborhood, thelr
familles would exert the additional pressure on the system to
lmprove the zoned se¢hools. More achleving students in the zoned
high se¢hools would provide the "eritieal mass”™ neaessary to have
an effeetive sehool. '

The "Model Admissions System"” dessribed below summarizes the
steps neeessary to aeeomplish these ends.

A Model for a More Equilitable Admissions Progess

In ereating an equitable admissions proeess several eompeting
eoneerns must be balaneed. Programs with a proven trask reeord
for sueeessfully preparing students for speelifie voeatlions and
licecenses may have valid reasons for imposing minimum
qualifiaeations for entering students. But sueh standards should
not aet as Dbarrilers to students who do not have perfeat middle
sehool reeords but do have an 1nterest and aptitude 1n a
partieular eareer area. Suceh students are more likely to stay 1n
sehool and earn diplomas 1f they are in a program that eould lead
to a deeent job. '

The diligenee of middle sehool students with high grades and
good attendanse reeords should be rewarded. But 1f sueh students .
are glven absolute preferendae for seats Iin nonzoned sehools, then’
the 'zoned sehools may not have ‘thelr falr share of aehieving
students, undermining efforts to ereate effeative, desirable
neighborhood se¢hools. Moreover, those ashleving students who are
"asslgned to thelr zone school are deprived of the advanee eourses
they need, ©because there are not enough sueh students to permlt
formatlion of approprlate elasses. ’

It 1s reasomnable for the ecommunity sehool distriet inm whilgh a
suecessful nonzoned sehool 1Is loeated to expeat a preferenae 1in
that sahool's admisslons proeess, partieularly when there 1s no
neighborhood =zoned high sehool within the boundries of the
distriet. It 1s also reasonable for sehools to seek a raelally
integrated student body. However, when the ahanees of students
from poor, minority sahools and distriets to be aecepted are
demonstrably and dramatieally. lower than those of students from
integrated or predomlinantly white sehools and distriets, the
falrness of the entire admissions proeess 1s thrown into question.
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The model admisslons procecess desarlbed below takes lato
aadount these eompetlng ceoneerns. It also 1s designed to open up
the faetors that influence an individual appllieant's chanees to
.publle serutiny. A detalled aud systemie sarutlny of reeent
admisslons results 1s mnegessary to determine what types - of
admisslons erlterlia are least 1likely to unfairly sereen out
eertaln types of students.

One of the goals of thls model 1Is to aehleve a more equltable
mix of students, glving students from low—Ineome and raeially
segregated mlnorlty areas an equltable ehance to obtaln a seat,
glving speeial edugation, and limited English profilieient students
a falr share of seats, and inereasing the numbers of each gender
1n 'programs traditlionally the provinee of the opposite sex. But
the question of - how many seats eaeh feeder sehool or distriat
should 'get In a glven high sce¢hool program Is quite complieated,
involving flrst of all a dealslfon on whether a sehool should be
open to students from oune borough, from the entlre aelty, or from
some other geographieal area. Then, the .relative number of
Interested applieants from schools, aund distriets must be
eonsidered as well as the overall size of the population of
sahools and distriets. Ultimately, the poliey of requiring
schools to maintain a 50Z white  population when the pool of
potential applieants altywlide 1s only about 247 must be taekled
head on and other strategles for malntainlng integrated, raelally
balaneed sahools must be pursued. ‘

A Model Admisslions Proaess

1. Guidellines for appropriate arlteria for admisslons should
be areated by an advisory eommlttee to The Chaneellor. Criterila
may vary depending on the subjeet matter of the program. In many
cases, random seleetion will be appropriate. Imposition of
standards regarding grades, test seores, ete. must be rigorously
searutlinlized and only permlitted where sueh qualifleations are
elearly a prerequlsite for sueeessful partielpation.

2. TFollowing these guidelines, eaah seshool in eonsultation
with the high sahool superintendent will determline whieh ariteria
it will use.

3. The High Saghool Divislon will review eash sahool's
erlterla to ensure that they «<@omply with the Chaneellor's
guldelines. ~ '

4. The eriteria will then be 1ndleated 1n each sehool's
entry 1in the high scehool direetory, under a heading sueh as
"Qualifisations for Admission” or "Admissions Criterla.”
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5. The weatcehment area for eaah scechool (e.g. eltywide,
boroughwide, preferense to eertain sommunlity sehool distriats)

willl ©be approved by the Chaneellor. Polleies for alloeatlon of-

seats 1In terms of geographie distribution, gender, bilingual and
speelal edueatlion status and raelal/ethnie balance will also be
approved by the Chaneellor and will be available in wrlting to the
publie. ‘ .

6. All seleation will be done eentrally by ceomputer except
for programs where the guidelines permit auditions, review of
portfolio, interviews, or writing samples. Seleation wlll be two-
fold. First, all applieants with the neeessary qualifleations
will ©be 1dentified. Then the aomputer will plaek among qualifled
applieants to aaeahleve the agreed upon mix of students, giliving
preferenae to applieants who ranked the sehool as a top eholae.

7+ Any pre-~seleation of students for auditlions, review of
portfolio, ete., will be done by aomputer applying standards
eonslstent with the Chaneellor's regulation. The seahool will then
eonduat Its sereening proeess. Filnally, the computer will ereate
the agreed wupon mix of students from those the sehool has found
qualified. '

8. Where a written test 1s adminlstered, every applleant

must be glven an opportunlty to take the test and approprlate test .

modlflaeaatliens must be avallable for speslal edueatlon and limilted
English proflelent students. Test sceores may elither be the sole
faator «ceonsldered in admlssion or one of several programmed 1nto
the computer. In elther c¢ase, however, the agreed upon mix of
students must be aaecepted. Tests must be validated for the skills
they purport to test. Individual sehools should not be permlitted
to ereate thelr own test and the same test should be used for all
programs 1n the same subjeet area.

9. The letter I1Informing students of thelr admisslons result
wlll also inform them of the appeal proeedure and the grounds for
an appeal that would be eonsidered - e.g. human or eomputer error
resulting in students not even belng eonsidered for admlssion at
one of thelr top ¢holees.

10. Orientation for applieants and thelr parents willl begin
the vyear before they must flle applleations. The High Sehool
Division, the high sehool superintendents and prinaipals, and the
eommunity sehool distriets and feeder sehools will «aeooperate 1n
making avallable +to every student, parent, teaaher and guldanae
asounselor the following informatlon In a timely fashlon:
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a. The tlmetable for Dboth
optlonal assignment applieatlons ineluding deadllnes.

b. The time and loeation
seahool open houses.

e. The programs avallable
spealal edueatlon students.

d. The admisslons aeriterla
programs,

e. The opportunltles for

admisslons

traloling

workshops and high

to liwmited English proflelent or

aeeeptanae for all

students voeatlonal

traditlonally the provinee of the opposite sex.

f. Detalled informatlon on the nature of
voaatlonal area and the employment opportunities available 1n that

area.

aoursework 1n eaah
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Methodology . .« « . . .+« <) ¢ < .+ o .+ .« . . . . . al

Explanation of Terms and Data Used in Survey . A5

Vocational-Technical Schools e e e e w e e e A7

Alfred E. Smith

Automotive

Aviation

Chelsea

George Westinghouse

Grace H. Dodge

High School of Art and Design
High School of Graphic Communication Arts
Mabel Dean Bacon

Queens Vocational

Samuel Gompers

Thomas Edison

Borough and Citywide Unzoned Schools . . . . . R34

A. Philip Randolph

August Martin

Bay Ridge High School of Telecommunication Arts
' Clara Barton ' '

DeWitt Clinton

Edward R. Murrow

John Dewey

Manhattan Center for Science and Math

Murry Bergtraum

Norman Thomas

Park West

South Bronx

Townsend Harris

Zoned Schools with Unzoned Borough or
Citywide Programs . - . .« <« « « « 2« « « =« .« .- . DAb64

Abraham Lincoln
Benjamin N. Cardozo
Bushwick
Christopher Columbus
Erasmus Hall
Evander Childs

Far Rockaway




Page

Forest Hills"
Franklin D. Roosevelt
George Washington
Harry S. Truman
Herbert E. Lehman
Hillcrest '

James Madison

John Adams

John Bowne

John Jay N
Julia Richman o
Lafayette ' '
Louis D. Brandeis
Midwood

Morris 7 : ,
Sheepshead Bay : Q
Theodore Roosevelt ' '
Thomas Jefferson

Admissions Results for Limited English )
Proficient Students at the 50 Surveyed _ !
Schools . . « + « & o & & 2 e e e e e e w e e a Al04




Al

Methodology

When AFC began the project of surveying schools last fall an
intern from Queens <college began calling the phone numbers for
admissions listed for each school in the High School Directory and
asked to speak to the person in charge of admissions just as a
parent or student seeking information might do. The person oa the
other end of the 1line was often either unwilling or unable to
direct her. 1In a few cases, the staff at academlc—comprehensive
schools running educatiounal . option programs were gqulte rude to
her.

We, therefore, asked High School Pupil Personnel Services to
provide us with a 1list of school staff responsible for admissioans.
A High School Division memorandum in the fall of 1984 Thas
instructed schools to seund the Division the name of their
admissions liaison, so we had reason to believe such -a 1list was
available. However, after repeated requests for this information,
we were told there was no such list and that gemnerally the head of
admissions was the assistant principal for guidance.

Based on this 1nformation, when we called a school, we asked
to speak to the assistant principal for guidance. The school
telephone operator would then connect us to the school guidance
of fice where we again asked to speak to the assistant principal
for guidance and we explained that we were seeking information on
admissions criteria. 1In some cases we were referred to a guidance
counselor or to the assistant principal in charge of a particular
program but in most cases, we were eventually put through to the
assistant principal for guidance.

Interviews were conducted by AFC attorneys and legal interns.
Once a school staff member willing and able to answer our
questions was identified, we explained that the purpose of our
study was to inform the pubdlic of the specific admission criteria
and procedures used by selective high schools and programs,

The interview questions were simple. We asked each
interviewee to 1identify the factors considered 1in reviewing
individual student's applications and the relative weilght given to
each factor. If tests, interviews, auditions, etc. were
administered, we asked for a description of their <content, the
welght given  to "them, and the basis for any pre—-screening of
applicants to be interviewed. We asked whether the school had any
goals for ethnic or geographic distribution and we asked about the
availability of programs for special education and limited English
proficient students. Finally, we asked the iInterviewees to
identify any changes they would 1like to see 1in admission
procedures citywide. Not every interviewee was willing or able to
answer every question.
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The six educational option schools were 1interviewed in the
fall. Without exception, staff with respounsibility for admissions
at these schools were readlly identified, accustomed to answering
questions, and cordial and cooperative. In the spring semester we
interviewed a selection of vocational-technical schools . and
academlic—-comprehensive schools with screened or educational option
programs. We also interviewed the three campus schools - Midwood,
A. Philip Randolph and Townsend Harris. In most cases, school
personnel were pleasant and cooperative. 1In some cases, they were
at least initially suspicious or defensive and/or refused to
answer some of the questions, particularly about their testing
practices. Approximately six schools initlally refused to answer

any questlons. We referred those schools to the executive
director of the Division of High Schools. A member of her staff
contacted them. When we . subsequently called the previously

uncooperative schools back, they agreed to answer at least some of
our questions.

We decided to wuse a telephone interview format rather than a
written survey for several reasons. For one, we believed we would
get more weomplete and detailed information in a telephone
conversation because 1t allowed us to ask follow-up questions and
allowed the interviewees opportunities to offer Information we had
not thought to ask for. Second, this type of communication, most
closely paralleled the way a parent, student or guidance counselor
might find out about admissions criteria at an open house . or high
school fair. Finally, through telephone 1inquiries we  would
immediately know which schools were willing to discuss their
admissions criteria and which were not.

The major drawback of the interview method is the possibility
of a discrepancy between what 1is said 'and what is heard. We were
as precise and careful as possible in framing questions and taking
notes during the interview and we faithfully transcribed the notes
into the report format. Nevertheless, it 1s possible that we
could have misheard or misunderstood an interviewee. :

A second problem confronting us, regardless of what method we
used to get information about high school cecriteria, is that
different people withinm the same school may have different
perceptions of what criteria or procedures are employed.
Typically a number of staff persons withinm a school are involved
in some way 1n. the selection of students. Each may have a
different opinion of what the school is looking for in applicants
and the relative 1mportance of factors such as grades, ' test
scores, lnterviews, attendance, etc. The lack of written criteria
and procedures exacerbates the potential for confusion and
inconsistency within a school. Thus, although some interviewees
were, no doubt able to accurately report  both the school's -
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policies and the 1mplementation of those policies, other
interviewees answers may say more about how they personally review
applications than about the official poliay of the school or how
that policy 1s applied by  others 1nvolved 1In the admissions
process. It 1s also possible for policies or procedures to have
changed since the interview took place.

In the interest of falrness and accuracy, we mailed a copy of
each 1nterview report to the Asslistant Principal of Guidance at
the dinterviewed school along with an explanatory memo inviting
schools to send in written comments and any materials prepared for
public distribution. The AFC memo 1is reproduced below. 1In cases
where we had unanswered questions or doubts about the accuracy of
our mnotes, we enclosed a second memo asking f£for response to
speecific questions or conceras.

Every response we recelved 1is reproduced following the
interview report for that school. The 1interview reports are
reproduced in the same form that they were sent to the school. We
have mnot revised the reports even when the schools asked for
"changes except to correct typographical errors or errors in the
transcription of our notes (which we double-chegked wheun schools
wrote back with changes.) Instead, whenever schools wrote in with
corrections or comments we flagged the appropriate 1lines of our
interview report with the symbol # 1In the left margin. Where
‘Teaders - see that symbol +they should be sure to read the
accompanying comments submitted by the school.

These discrepancies highlight the need to disseminate clear
written descriptions of admissions ceriteria and procedures for
each selective program. This is a job for the school system, not
an outside agency and the interview reports provided in this study
should not be seen as the definitive statement of any individual
school's criterlia or practices.
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Jane R. Stern
Executive Director

' A4
ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN "

of New'York,' Inc.

24-16 Bridge Plaza South
Long Island City, N.Y. 11101

(718) 729-8866

DATE: August 27, 1985

TO: Assistant Principals of Guidance
FROM: Janet Price, Advécates for Children
RE: Forthcoming AFC Repdrt on High School

Admissions.

Last 'spring, AFC interviewed you and/or other
staff at your school concernec with high school
admissions. The interview was part of our study on

-admissions criteria in unzoned schools and programs.

We will be reporting on the interviews we did in
a study to be released at the end of September.

Enclosed is a summary o our interview for
your school as it will appear in our report. At
the end of the summary are admission statistics’

'gleaned from the New York City High School. Admissions

Priority Choice Ahalysis Report.

We would be pleased to include in our report
any written comments you wish zZo submit further des-
cribing or explaining your school or program's griteria
and procedures for selecting szudents. We would also
like to reproduce any written nmaterials describing the
program or school which you have prepared for public
distribution.

We must receive any materials you would like
appended to your school'!s interview summary by September
15, 1985. We can reproduce up to five 8%"x 11" pages

of additional material and comments.

A stamped, self-addressed envelope is enclosed
for your -convenience as is a sa2cond copy of the summary.

Thank you for your cooperation,

Dedicated to the protection of every young person’s right to an education
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Explanation of Terms and Data Used in Survey

Programs within a school <can be wunscreened, screened or
educational option. If they are unsareened, students are chosen
at random by the computer but the computer may be programmed ¢to
have a blas 1in favor of a certaiu school district, limited English
proficient (LEP) students or girls. 1If the High School Directory
or the Interviewee at the school indlcated that any such group was
given special consideration, we include this information.

If the program 1s screened or educational option, the school
sets 1ts own admlission criteria and we have 1ndicated as much
information as we were able to get from the school. If subjects
taken, grades, standardized test scores, absences or latenesses
are indicated as conslderations, the reader can assume  that high
schools  are gettling this 1nformtion from the high school .
applications. ‘ ’

The column labeled “"applicants”™ glves the total number of
students applying for .a seat In the indicated grade and program.
It includes every student from a private, parochial or ©public
school who indicated that grade and program as a choilce on his/her
application. :

The column labeled "total offers” indicates the number of
applicants who received an offer of a seat in the program in any
of the three rounds. The number i1s much higher than the number of
available seats because schools do not expect that every student
they make an offer to will accept them. Generally, the vast
majority of offers were made in the first round. The number of
students on waiting 1lists, who receive offers in the second or
third round depends on how many students turn down offers received
in the first round. We have flagged some instances where no
offers were made after the first round with a footnote.

Where the term "educational option” is used, the program is
required to wind up with a class in which 25% of the students read
below . grade . level, 50%Z read at grade level and 25% read above
grade level, regardless of the program's other admissions ¢riteria.

All information contalned in the interviews was obtained from
the school wunless otherwise 1indicated except the admission
statistics printed at the bottom of each Interview. They were
derived from a computer printout generated by the High School
Division, dated 5/15/85 and entitled Priority Choice Analysis
Report. Grade 9 means the student was applylng for a ninth grade
seat. Grade 10 means the student was applying for a seat 1in the
tenth grade. Not every program is available in both grades. TIf
the program was not offered as a cholce in the application to
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students 1in° one of the grades, no figures are available on the
number of students who nonetheless applied from that grade and it
can be assumed that no seats were filled in that grade. However,
in some instances, students were offered a chance to apply to a
program but for some reason no seats were filled in that program
for one or both grades. In such cases, the computer did generate
statistiecs on the number of applicants and we have included them.

The column labeled “available seats” signifies the number of
seats the school "declared”™ as being available in the fall of 1984
for each grade 1in each program. Generally, by the end of the
school year schools wind up filling about the number of seats they
have declared. We have flagged with a footnote some : instances
where this was not the case. In some cases, notably in special
education programs, some offers were made after the third round in
which case the number. of actual offers will be larger than the
figures 1ndicated. Where a sachool wrote in with correctioms or
comments we have flagged the relevant sections of our: interview
report with the symbol # in the left margin. The school's comments
immediately follow the report.

Admissions data on 1limited English proficient students was
made available to AFC only after the school interview reports were
completed. We have, therefore, included a table at the end of the
appendix which gives the admissions results for LEP applicants at
all 50 schools surveyed. :
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VOCATIONAL~TECHNICAL SCHOOLS
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Alfred E. Smith High School
-Bronx, N.Y,. '

Vocational high school with no zoning restrictions.

UNSCREENED PROGRAMS |

Plumbing and Carpentry

SCREENED PROGRAMS

Technical Drafting/Pre-Engineering
Technical Building Construction
Auto Trades

Admission criteria and procedures

All applications are screened with the exception of Carpentry. BApplications
for the Carpentry program are not reviewed by the school. Reading and math
scores are considered along with academic achievement. A student's reading
and math scores are expected to be on grade level to enter Drafting and Pre-
Engineering since it is a more difficult program. Auto and Building programs
will accept students reading a year below grade level. However, students
reading at a lower level will be accepted if other criteria offset low reading
score. The 25-50-25 system is not utilized at this school.

No tests or interviews are required.

Other comments

Counseling for students is inadequate. Therefore, a student's choice is not
a major consideration in reviewing applications. If a student ranks Smith
15 that student will be evaluated equally with a student listing Smith as
number one.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

LEP was implemented this academic year. Seat count not available.

SPECIAI, EDUCATION

Special education students are fully mainstreamed.

Available Total
Program Grade . Seats. .. | Applicants. | Offers.
Technical Drafting/ :
Pre-Engineering 10 150 . 149 , 87
Carpentry 9 54 363 - 302
10 28 156 122
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Available Total

Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Electronic Installation 9 120 202 123
and Practice 10 0 124 0
Plumbing 9 54 125 125
10 28 43 43

Auto Trades 9 168 647 352
10 84 283 177

Technical Building 9 84 374 260
Construction 10 54 147 78
Special Education 9 18 346 26
' 10 0 107 0
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Automotive High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Vocational-technical high school with screened programs

New York City residents.

SCREENED PROGRAM

Exploratory (9th Grade)

only open to all

Automobile (10th Grade) (all branches of mechanics, collision work, etc.)

Admission criteria and procedures

All applicants tested, using space relations test developed by IBM.

using verbal test because it excluded LEP students.
viewed by members of the faculty. Interviewees are
either accepted or rejected. Not much weight given
latenesses. Student's residence is considered. If
or Staten Island, s/he will not be accepted because
to school.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Program for Spanish-speaking students began in Fall
study are available.

SPECTAL EDUCATION

Program available.

Stopped
Applicants are also inter-
not ranked. They are

to grades, absences, or
student lives in the Bronx
s/he is not likely to come"

1985. All courses of

Available | Total

.Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Exploratory 9 400 1,796 901
Automobile 10 175 720 292
Special Education 9 12 341 31
10 0 147 0*

*Although no seats were declared or offered, 91 students were waitlisted.

SEE INFORMATIONATL, BROCHURE FROM SCHOOIL, ATTACHED.
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Note: Corrected version received
from Automotive.

Automotive High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Voepational- technlcal high school with screened programs only open to all
New York City residents, male and female.

SCREENED PROGRAM

i Exploratory (9th Grade) '
? fwutemekite (1l0th Grade) G&L;—b;aﬁGheE—Gﬁ4mHﬂEHEEa}rﬂaﬁgkhikﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂhﬁiﬁﬁh%.
' Automotive i (Auto Mechanics, Auto Body and Painting, and
Auto Technical Subjects)

b Admission criteria and procedures

E nll applicants tested, using space relations test developed by IBM. Stopped

L using verbal test because it excluded LEP students. Applicants are also inter-
viewed by members of the faculty. Interviewees are not ranked. They are
either accepted or rejected. WNet-much-wedght Consideration is given to grades,
absences,-ex and latenesses, but not to the point of being the major selection

“+o—-schoel. Students re51d1ng in the outer boroughs or far end of Brooklyn are

;. the school. The exam-orientation day should be used by potential students to
n determine if there will be transportation difficulties.

‘% encouraged to check transportation difficulties and problems before selecting
|
|
|

f‘ LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Program for Spanish-—-speaking students began in Fall 1985. All courses of
study are available.

B SPECIAL FEDUCATION

Program available in mainstreamed or self contained classrooms and shops.
N Special program available for language disabled/hearing impaired students.

!f REGENTS/HONORS PROGRAM
i
|

An automotive technical program (Regents) is offered.to all gualified
incoming 9th and 10th grade students. .
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W Autormotive High School accepts male and female

students from all areas of the city, and offers a full
automotive vocational and academic program. -

W We are the largest school strictly devoted to the -

- automotive trades in the eastem part of the United
States. Other schools may have -a few qutomotive

shops, but there is no other school in the coun'ny :

which offers as varied a program.

m A recent Wall Street Joumnal article noted that the
automotive industty in the New York area had 12,000
paositions which could not be filled because of alack
of skilled mechanics.

m Through a Co-operative Educqfion Program se-

" niors and specnolly selected juniors, at their request,
are placed in jobs in the automotive mdusfry onan
altemate week basis.

= We have ajob plccémenf counselor whose sole
responsibility is the placement of studentsin full-time
or part-time jobs.

- All shops are equipped w:’rh the Ic:n‘esf tools and

- diagnostic equipment. However, seniors are required
to purchase tools so that they will be prepared when
they enter the cufomohve field,

— We are located in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, neorfhe‘ :

GG (IND) and LL (BMT) frains. In addition, the B-48,

B-61. and B-62 buses stop a half block from the

school

. 4 We offerthe following educational programs
to both male and female students:
o NY State Regents Endorsed Diploma . .
e NY State Driver Education Program
e NY State Auto Inspectors Cerification
- Qualifications
® NY Cny Co-operative Educchon Program
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Dedicated to Vocational and
Academic Excellence
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- Students-can mgjor in either Automechanics or Body -

and Fender work. This choice is made with the guidance
of the grade advising staff at the end of the tenth grade.

4 We offer over 25 fully equipped shops. Eoch shop spe-
cializes i |n a different area of the ou’romo'ﬂve field.

Automechanic Shops
® Auto Service and
Maintenance
® Machine Shop
Practices .
® Dissel Mechanics
o Auto Suspension, Steer-

® Charging Systems
® Cranking Systems
® Fuel Systems

® Emission Controls

‘@ Ignition Service

ing, and Whee! ® Tune-up
Alignment ® Auto Alr Conditioning
® Brakes ¢ Aytomatic Transmission
® Auto Wiring and @ Engine Overhaul
Lighting o C

® Engines
. Cylinder Head Service

' Auto Body Shops

© Auto Body Assembly ; :

® Auto Body Repair ® Auto Frame Repair ™

¢ Auto Body Paint e Aufo Glass and Locks

* Aufo Body Machine ® Auto Body Refinishing
Shop . ® Planning and ;

e Auto Body Lighting and ' ESTlmdunq A

_ Wilng ® Custom Painting

® Auto Body Welding ® Auto Tim

-4 Half of a student’s day Is spent in shop classes. Seven
service shops allow students to work on live cars. Ninth
grade students fake Auto Trade Exploratory Shops, chang-
Ing shops each term. Tenth and eleventh grade students
changs shops four times during the school year: shops are
sat up on a unit basis.

& In oddition to shop classes, students are required to
take academic subjects to meet New York State Educa-
tion Department diploma requirements. Furthermore, a
Regents diplomacan be eamed, and honors classes in all
academic subjects are offered in all grades. Approxi-
mately 40% of our graduates go on to attend college.

4 We offer cll students the opportunify 'ro pcrﬂcipcfe in

. the following sports and clubs:

Varsity Sports
Basketball, Baseball, Track (Indoor and Outdoor), Cross

.Country, Soccer, Bowling, Handball, Tennis, Golf, and’
- Fencing. .

Clubs and Intramural Sports -
Vocational/Industrial Clubs of America, Band, Leadership,
National Honor Society (ARISTA), School Newspaper, -
School Yearbook., Amateur Radio, Kiwanis Key Club,
Gymnastics; Body Building, Break Dancing, Paddieball,
Judo, Karate, and Volleyball.

The opportunities available fo studentsat Au-
tomotive High School have never been greater,
and the. challenge more rewarding. Anyone,
regardiess of sex, race, creed, or nationat origin s .
welcome to apply for admission to Automotive
High School. Admission is granted based in part
on a mandatory entrance examination which is
composed of a mechanical aptitude test. B
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Aviation High School
Queens, N.Y.

Vocational high school with screened program open to all New York City
-residents. , ~

SCREENED PROGRAM

Aviation Maintenance Technology (leading to Federal Aviation Administration
License in Airframe and Power Plant)

Admission criteria and procedures

# Applicants given examination testing English, mathematics and mechanical
skills. Applicants are also interviewed. Entire faculty participates in
interviewing process. Grades, inteérest in school, previous experience in
shop courses, attendance and latenesses. are other factors considered.. The
standardized test scores on the application are not given much weight.
However, if reading and math scores are serlously below grade level, students

"will not be placed in. FAA shops.

Other comments

Have had difficulty in recruiting girls and therefore give giris special
preference in admissions.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

‘No program available.

SPECIAL, EDUCATION

Must take exam to be con51dered for mainstream shops or programs.. - Exam
‘not required for self-contained shops.

Available Total

Program Grade Seats. Applicants Offers
Aviation Maintenance 9 430 2,866 859
Technology 10 200 1,408 355
Special Education 9 16 - 140 35
. 10 10 - 94 22

SEE ATTACHED BROCHURE DISTRIBUTED BY SCHOOL.
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AVEATION HIGH SCHOOL
Robert C, Grant, Jr., Principal

TECHNICAL PROGRAM

The Federal Aviation Adninistration (F.A,A,) Maintenance Certified Program has
three basic areas of study, ' They are as follows:

1. Airframe--study of the structure of the aircraft itself and all its systems,
2. Powerplant--study of the engine and a.11 its ‘systems.
3. General--courses dealing with related technical information.

All girls and boys in Aviation High School are prepared for a job in the aerospace .
industry, At the same time they take academic subjects to meet all college en-
trance requirements. All students are in the F,A.A, Program through their third
year., The courses of study are: ‘

First year: Introduction to Airframe and Powerplant Technology
(10 periods per week)

Second yvear: Airframe and Powerplant Tectmlogy
Basic Maintenance
Basic Powerplant
(15 periods per week)

Third and Fcurth year F.A.A,:
a, Advanced Maintenance--leads to an F.A.A. Airframe Maintenance

Technician's Certificate (20 periods per week)
b. Advanced Powerplant-~leads to an F.A.A, Powerplant Maintenance
Technician's Certificate (20 periods per week)

Other fourth vear options ineclude:
: a. Non~F.,A.,A. Aviation Machine Technology~-

(depending on student interest,)

b, Avionics--leads to an F.C.C. Class 2 Commmications

' Certificate,

¢, A pre-engineering program, in lieu of shop, consisting of
Advanced Mathematics and Computer Science, Mechanical
Drafting, Advenced Physics, Electronics, and Stremgth of
Materials,

Those students who graduate with an A and P rating may
apply for advanced credits to various colleges and
universities offering degree programs in aviation
maintenance engineering, computer technology, aerospace
occupations, and aviation business and management. Up
to 55 credits may be granted; the actual number will
vary from college to college. -

 AVIATION HIGH SCHOOL
36th Street & Queens Boulevard
Long Island City, NY 11101



ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Aviation High School is certified by the New York State Education Department

and is approved to give New York State Regen:nts subjects and examinations
qualifying students for college entrance, Students have a full academic-program
consisting of:

English--8 semesters of Regents courses required, Special electives include:

Drama

Speech and debate
Journalism

Creative writing

Honors English

Advanced Placement-English

Mathematice--up to 8 semesters

A, College preparatory courses:
Regents 9th Year Math--Elementary Algebra (required for all freshmen)
Regents 10th Year Math--Gecmetry
Regents 11lth Year Math
Intermediate Algebra and Trigonmnetry
12th Year Math: Advanced Algebra, BASIC computer language, Calculus
Advanced Placement Mathematlics--Calculus

B. Technical courses:
Those students who do not stay in the Regents Math sequence will take
three years of General Math and Technical Math

Social Studies--8 semesters of Regents courses required
Regular and Honor courses are offered in:
Global Studies
American Studies
Economics
Electives--Two from:
Law, Problems in Goverrment, Labor History, Applied Economics, Psychology,
Holocanst, Advanced Pla.cenent--American History

Science~-up to 8 semesters

A. College preparatory courses: ,
~ 9th: Yr, Regents Biology or General Science
- 10th Yr, Regents Chemistry
11th Yr. Regents Physics
12th Yr, Pre-Engineering

B. Technical courses:
Those students who do not stay in the Regents Science sequence will
take a year of General Science, a year of Basic Aerospace Sclence, and
two years of related technical science subjects,

Additicnal Academic Courses--Foreign Language, Art, Trade Drawing, Music, Band,
and four years of Physical Educaticn including Hygiene.
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Chelsea Vocational High School
Manhattan

Vocational technical high school open to all residents of New York City.
The school offers screened programs in electrical installation and
consumer electronics and computer servicing.

SCREENED PROGRAMS

Electrical Installation
Consumer Electronics and Computer Servicing

Admission criteria and procedures

Students are invited to an interview, although it is not required. The ad-
ministrative staff conducts the interviews. They inform students of the pro-
grams, particularly the distinctions between electronics and electrlcal
programs. The interview is not ranked.

Absences and latenesses are important, but not critical.

There is no exam for the screened programs.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

English as a second language offered by the school. However, there are no
provisions for testing LEP students in screened programs where they are re—
quired to understand the technical terms used in the courses.

SPECIAT. EDUCATION

Mainstreaming done by special education personnel.

Available : Total
Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Electrical Installation 10 56 275 138
Consumer Electrogl?s and 10 84 637 289
Computer Servicing
Cabinet-Making/Carpentry 10 50 193 78
Exploratory 9 203 1,258 ' 535
Special Education 9 15 108 - 19
10 0 121 0
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George Westinghouse Vocational-Technical High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Vocational-technical high school with screened and unscreened programs.

SCREENED PROGRAMS

Office Machine Technology
Computer Programming

Dental Lab Process Technology
Electrical Installation & Practice
Optical Mechanics Technology

Admission criteria and procedures

School looks at grades, absences, latenesses. Either a test or an interview
is administered. Principal makes determination on whether to conduct inter-
views each school year depending on availability of staff and number of appli—
cants. In 1984-85, no interviews were conducted. Written test covering
writing ability, manual dexterity, math, reading comprehension skills was
administered. Interviewee said he was not allowed to disclose the name or
type of test administered but that it was a multiple choice test used "for
qualitative purposes" only.

UNSCREENED PROGRAMS

Cabinet Making

Clock and Watch Repair
Electro-Mechanical Drafting

Electronic Servicing

Exploratory

Jewelry Making

Technical Electronics/Computer Servicing

Admission criteria and procedures

Random selection by computer.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

LEP students applying for ninth grade who have some command of English and
are very interested in program may be considered.

SPECIAL: EDUCATION

Self-contained programs in Exploratory and Cabinet Making.
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George Westinghouse Vocational-Technical H.S.

Available Total
Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers.
Office Machine Technology 10 10 45 23%
Computer Programming 10 25 1,216 181
Dental Lab Process 10 20 %6 43
Technology
1 . . ,
Electrical I?stallatlon 10 60 188 86
and Practice '
Optical Mechanics Technology| 10 0 143 0
Cabinet Making 10 20 117 36
Clock and Watch Répair 10 10 63 41
Electro—gechanlcal 10 10 59 43
Drafting
Technical Electronics/ o 224 - 1,895 447
Computer Servicing 10 60 508 160
Exploratory 9 0 2,594 0
Jewelry Making 10 20 281 46
Electronic Servicing 10 0 143 O**
Special Education 9 20 444 45
10 6 220 21

*No offers made after first round.
**Although no seats were declared or

were waitlisted.

offered in this program, 85 students
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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

George Westinghouse
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL High School

105 JOHNSON STREET, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11201 T‘ 3ﬂ_
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September 20, €985 SEP 24 1985

Ms. Janet Price fj,

Advocates for Children Sl L
of New York, Inc.

24~16 Bridge Plaza South

Long Island City, N.Y. 11101

Dear Ms. Price:

} In regard to the attached information sheet
on our school, I would like to point out the following
corrections: ‘

You have listed Technical Electronics/Computer
Servicing as an unscreened program. The course is a
screened program. The name of the test given to
students is the Differential Aptitude Test. Depending
upon what trade the student has applied for the
student can take a Numerical Ability, Abstract Reason-
ing or Mechanical Abilities exam. These are a vital
part of the admissions process.

» As I am the Assistant Principal Guidance in
charge of admissions perhaps it would have been
beneficial if I were interviewed instead of some unknown
member of our staff. ‘

If I can be of any further assistance please
‘contace this office.

Sincerely,

; Sheldon/ﬁszi7 '
Assistant Principal

, Guidance
SW:md
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Grace H. Dodge Vocational High School
Bronx, N.Y. :

Vocational high scheol. Unscreened programs open to all New York City

residents. Screened program open only to students residing north of

Tremont Avenue.

SCREENED PROGRAM

Co;metology

Admission criteria and procedures

Interview is required. All applicants are offered interview. Grades and

attendance are also considered.

UNSCREENED PROGRAM

‘Exploratory (9th grade only)
Accounting (10th grade only)
Health Careers (10th grade only)
Marketing (10th grade only)
Photography (10th grade only)
Paralegal Studies (10th grade only)
Secretarial (10th grade only)

Admission criteria and procedures

Random sample selection by computer.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

None available

SPECTAL EDUCATION

Component exists. Students take a "reduced course load."

Available Total
Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Cosmetology . | 10 10 i . 205 21
Exploratory 4 9 450 2,070 201
‘Accounting 10 90 385 204
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Note: Corrected version received
from Dodge.

Grace H. Dodge Vocational High School
Bronx, N.Y.

Vocational high school. Unscreened programs open to all New York City
residents. Screened program open.orly to students residing north of
Tremont Avenue. This is incorrect information ~ we are not zoned any
longer.

SCREENED PROGRAM

Cosmetology

Admission criteria and procedures

“ Interview is required. All applicants are offered interview. Grades and
attendance are also considered. ‘

UNSCREENED PROGRAM

Exploratory (9th grade only)
Accounting (10th grade only)
Health Careers (10th grade only)
Marketing (10th grade only)

. Photography (10th grade only)
Paralegal Studies (10th grade only)
Secretarial (10th grade only)

Admission criteria and procedures

Random sample selection by computer.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Nome—avaiitakte ESL only and offered as needed —-- taught in English.-

SPECIAL, EDUCATION

Component exists. Students take a—‘reduced—eeurse—toad! either a Business

track or Cosmetology, both are self contained units.
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High School of Art and Design
Manhattan

Voc;tional—technical high school open to all New York City residents. all
programs are Screened.

SCREENED PROGRAMS

Commercial Art
Photography

Admission criteria and procedures

Admission is based solely on an entrance exam and review of the student's
portfolio. - The test consists of two parts: performance (3 drawings) and
perceptional problem-solving. The portfolio is reviewed the same day as

the exam. Reviewers are looking for both quality and variety. All students
who apply are notified of the exam. 50% to 60% of applicants show up for
the exam.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

English as a second language is available.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special education is available.

- Available ‘ [ Total

Program ' Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Commercial Art , 9 350 2,467 571

' 10 260 1,273 380

Photography 9 60 1,073 63

. 10 30 605 49

- # Special Education 9 4 157 9
10 '8 1is 9
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1075 SECOND AVE. (COR 57 ST.), NEW YORK N.Y. 10022 e 7524340 e DR IRWIN M. GROSS, PRINCIPAL

- .
G— 2" P ' . )
R S [ Sl '-:

: YL (I } i ' H \ ’ ‘

EUE R R A *L_Iaqptember 10, 1985
S S l\
gEP 121985 |
Ms. Janet Price : : 1
Advocates for Children ' 3

24-16 Bridge Plaza South E
Long Island City, New York 11101

Dear Ms. Price:

Thank you for the opportunity to respbnd to the information that will
appeér in the Priority Choice Analysis Report. | ’

Please be advised that the information appearing under Special Education
is incorrect. The High School of Art and Deéign accepted 70 Special Education

5

students of which 59 accepted admission to our school.

1

Slncerely,

Michael J. Taub
Assistant Principal Administration

Pupil Personmel Services
MJT:nr

BOARD OF EDUCATION » CITY OF N EW Y ORK
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High School of Graphic Communication Arts
‘Manhattan

This school is a vocational-technical high school open to all New York
City residents. Screened programs in Printing, Journalism and Advertising
are offered.

SCREENED PROGRAMS

Printing
Journalism
Advertising

Admission criteria and procedures

Similar for all programs.

The Assistant Prihcipal of Guidance determines the size of the program,
ranks applicants for admission and selects approximately 90% of the students.

Applicants’ previous absences are a major factor in the selection of students.
Applicants with more than twenty-five unexcused absences will not be accepted.
Standardized test scores in reading and math are considered. The lowest
score accepted is 5.5; however, applicants for the Journalism program must
have reading scores no more than one year below grade level to be accepted.
Applicants are asked to write a short paragraph, describing their interest

in the particular program to which they are applying. The paragraph is not
weighted or ranked. There are no special exams for these programs.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

No program.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

No different criteria for special education applicants. However, there are
no facilities for physically handicapped students.

Available Total

Program ‘ - Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Printing 9 300 628 400
10 200 308 187
Journalism 9 200 567 © 378
10 1.00 _ ‘3260 4193
Advertising 9 100 565 184
' ) 10 100 " 310 166




H.S. of Graphic Communication Arts

nLd

Available Total

Program Grade Seats . Applicants " Offers
Special Education -9 20 100 32
10 0 139 1
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Mabel Dean Bacon Vocational High School
Manhattan :

Vocational high school open to all New York City residents.

SCREENED PROGRAM

Cosmetology (1l0th grade only) (leads to New York State certification)
Dental Office Assisting (10th grade only)

Admission criteria and procedures

Test is administered for dexterity skills. Intexrviews are required to de-
termine student’s goals in life, whether or not student wants to attend

a vocational high school, whether the student is being pushed in this
direction. All applicants are offered test and interview. Grades, atten-
dance, and standardized test scores are also considered in admission
decisions. : '

UNSCREENED PROGRAM-

Exploratory (9th grade)

Health Careers (10th grade) (Note: School indicated this would be changed to
a screened program for this year's admission.) '

Business Education (10th grade)

Admission criteria and procedures

Random sample selections.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

No LEP component in school.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Component exists. Academics are self-contained. Vocational courses are in

~ a regular setting.

_ : Available Total
Program - ' Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Business Education 10 20% 1,043 : 8l
Cosmetology 10 70 692 132

*Although school only declared 20 seats, 64 seats were filled.



Mabel Dean Bacon Vocational H.S.
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Available ! Total

Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Dental Office Assisting 10 100 258 181
Health Careers 10 90 867 156
Exploratory 9 200 2,518 424
Special Education 9 2 108 2
10 24 130 33
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Queehslvocational_ﬂigh School
Queens, N.Y.

Vocatlonal hlgh school w1th screened and unscreened programs open to all
New York Clty residents. :

UNSCREENED PROGRAMS

Exploratory (9th grade only)

Business Educatlon (lOth grade only)
Plumbing (10th grade -only)

Radlo, TV & Electronlcs (lOth grade :only)

'Admlssion crlterla and procedures'
Random selectlon by computer.

‘SCREENED PROGRAMS

Computer Automatlon {(9th and 10th grades)
‘Cosmetology (10th grade only)

‘Electrical Installation & Practice (10th grade only)
‘Machine Shop (10th grade only) g

‘Practical Nursing (10th grade ‘only)

‘Admission criteria and procedures

;?Selectlon ‘based solely:on review of students’ applications. Practical
mNur51ng and Computer Automation are the most selective programs. Math
\and“readlngwsoores, grades, latenesses and absences are all considexed.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

'No ‘programs available

_ SPECTAL EDUCATION

Programs available.

: v Available S ‘Total

Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
‘Business Education 10 60 358 178
Computer Automation 9 75 1,072 " 356%
10 70 519 323%*

" *No seats offered after first round. More éeats filled than declared.

oont'd.



. vi s
Queens Vocational H.S5. . . .. .

; _ .y Available Total
Program Grade - ' . Seats: ' = Applicants = Offers

Cosmetology B » 10 40 202 - - 119

Blectrical Installation

and Practice 10 , el 4qy:; RRAEE IR lglf,:M ’su';gof*

Practical Nursing

Machine Shop =

Pl

‘Radio, TV & Electronics

Special Education

*No seats offered after first round. More seats i;lle@;thqnydelgaxeﬂ,~;
**No seats offered after first round. Only half of declared seats filled.

*¥**No seats offered after first round. Exact numpg:ﬁéf”'éﬁfs;aééiéié&'fillédliu
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Samuel Gompers Vocatlonal—Technlcal High School
Bronx, N.Y.

Open to all New York Clty re51dents.

SCREENED PROGRAMS

Electronlcs A

Blllngual Technical Educat10n/Pre~Eng1neer1ng
Electrlcal Installatlon and Practice ,
Technlcal E1ectronlcs/PrenEnglneerlng

Adm1551on crlterla and procedures

Sol ly on ba51s of review of appllcatlon. Readlng scores and grades are
‘”1mportant. Attendance is con51dered, ‘but is less important. )

ssion crlterla vary from shop area to shop area. Pre~englneer1ng seeks
~students with readlng and math’ grades of ‘80 and above.  Electronics seeks
',students -reading no more than two years below grade level. Students will
generally get into shops of their choice even when they are reading below
“grade level. 'However, if d student can't handle the work then a conferernce
between parent and teacher will be called. The teacher will recommend a . .
more uitable program. Programs ‘recommended for students reading below
“grade” Tevel ar “Bu lness Machlne Repalr and General Contractlng. T “'

UNSCREENED PROGRAMS

Buﬁlness Machlne Repalr

Admission criteria and procedures

Réﬁadm?seiéctidn'by*coﬁputer.‘4*“J

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Screened Blllngual Technlcal Educatlon/PrewEnglneerlng program in Spanlsh.'
Most other LEP students are in unscreened programs.

SPECTAL EDUCATION

Most special education students are in unscreened programs.

_ } - Available » Total

Program Grade. Seats Applicants Offexs
Electronics 9 51 478 137
10 25 - 2312 6l
Bilingual Technical 9 ' 46 109 70
Education/Pre-Engineering 110 0 41 0

Electrical Installation

, NO COMPUTER GENERATED DATA AVAILABLE
and Practice
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Samuel Gompers Vocational-Techniéal H.S.

Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers

Technical/Electronics/ 9 107 411 208
Pre-Engineering .. . 10 de o T80 s b 239 0 111

Business Machine Repair 9 0 228 | o
lo 14 B e o = e P H L Pt

Computer Data Processing 9 51 ¢+ 1,583 | 169
‘ 10 23 a3l L g3

General Contracting 9 . ) 50
i0 4] 24

Word Processing 9 0. | . 428 ...
e 10 14 230

Special Education o 9 Cotro o p T ass
| - 10 5 10




A3l

- Thomas Edison Vocational~Technical High School
Queens, N v.

7;1Vocatlonal—techn1cal hlgh school open to all New York City re51dents. TR

UNSCREENED ' PROGRAM ;74

~,Exploratory ~- 9th Grade . e :
Woodworklng ‘and’ Plumblng -=10th Grade,

~Adm1551on crlterla and procedures

._;Random,selectlon by~ computer,‘

TSCREENED PROGRAM o

“-dTechnlcal Courses i Grades g and 10

;JComputer Electro~Mechanlcal Technology

._,Mechanlcal ‘Technology U‘
iMéda.cal/?haxmaceutlcal Chemlstry

Technlcal Electr101ty and Electronlcs

'}vbéétibﬁéi*éfégrams"f~ 10th Grade Only

vAdvextlslng ‘Arts’
‘=Automot1ve Mechanlcs
s Equipment Repair

e 1mate:Control

. ‘Electrlcal Installation and Practlce
'**Machine Shop Practlce»?V*

Admlss1on criteria and'procedures

-One test is given for all screened programs. Anyone sho applies is eligible

..to be tested. 2,800 students took test last year. Test is only one factor

Jin con51der1ng student's acceptlblllty. Student's order of choice is also
" important. Student ' who does not list Edison as one of his/hex top four

j,vch01ces does _not have much chance for acceptance. When student. applies to
more than one program, school considers student's priority. There is also

can-interview, -but school:gives interview minimal weight as they only have
four days to interview scores of students. The more popular the program,
the higher the standards for acceptance. When students do not score high
enough on the test to be considered for their first choice, they will be

~considered for other programs. Students' grades and attendance are also

reviewed.

LIMITDD ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

No programs currently. Under con51deratlon for near future.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Self-contained classes paralleling screened courses.
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Thomas Edison Vocational-Technical H.S.

R ‘Total
Applicants Offers

Program

Exploratory s iy 816 30%*

Plumbing and Woodworking: =230 70 86 76

Computer Electro-Mechnical 9 130 1,466 ¢ 310%%*
Technology 10 50 ' 536 147

Mechanical Technology o9 e 2030 e o 0 327 - 7aFF*E
' 10 15 85 36%**

Medical/Pharmaceutical 9 100 ‘ 648 149% %%
Chemistry . 233 4Q%**

Technical Electr1c1ty andfff""w
Electronlcs'“ ; '

Advertizigéfﬁ¥f§i

Climate Coptrol . . . 10 .10 .. .

Business Equipment Repair 10 = 20 56 25%#*

Auto Mechanics 1o 1lo 293 114

Special Education . ... coe 9 e e 3T v o0 220 260
‘ 0 . . oe* oo 181. oo 10%F

*No seats were declared. . Figure given. isVSeats actﬁally filled.a,,ff}Q
**No seats. were .offered until the.third round; . ,
***No seats were offered after the first round.
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ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN

of New !nc.«; MR r T .

24-16 Bridge Plaza South ;_‘_,jj. } SRR

Long !s!andC NY. 11101 : IR

. . } SEP 0_\ e —_—

(718) 729- 8866 ‘”’3 ]

 Jane R. Stern “ ' “September 11, 1985 -

Executive Ditector

,,,,, ‘MEMORANDUM .

Mr Melster, Thomas Edlson High School

:;QFROM:,”v Janet Prlce, Advocates. for Chlldren

We ‘believe cur readers will need more information about the test
~Edison uses for admission purposes in order to understand the
school's admissions criteria. I would appreciate your simply.

jottlng down answers to the questlons below on this sheet of paper

:and returning: 1t to usiin the: enclosed postpaid envelope. If we

w~do;not receive it~ by September 25- {when we must-have-the report

ready for release), T will indicate on the interview summary for

Edison that the information was requested by AFC but not IECElVed

rom Edison_nmjw;”,‘m“ﬂ‘u S, s s -

fi§Ie'the'test deﬁeloped”et:ﬁaisoh57:if not, what is the name of the
. test - and the P“bllSher?l. Hechanical daasoiing = The Psychelegical Jorporatien
Form A v 30k sast L5th Street .
2, Verbal fmasoning Kew Iﬁrl', l‘m.r Tork

o : ~Numerical- Aﬂlllty T
What skllls or subjects are tested?v

Cileading: cmnpr hcn31on, spatlal halainenu, reauonlnb ablllty

WEre you requlred to seek approval of the test from 5chool system
officials? If so, who? Approval grantad by ‘the High ochool DlVlSlQL

v Also, are all students who apply glven 1nterv1ews7 If not, what per—

_centage receive interviews :and how are they selected? : :
Every studant given an 1nforma1 interriew dni ﬂab’rlal rcv1eﬁai for apnrn«rlat~
ness prior to selactien. -

Thank you for your cooperation. ' We hope the information we are publishing
about vour school and many others will help schools, students and parents
make more informed choices on high school applications.

Dedicated to the protection of every young person’s right to an education
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BOROUGH AND CITYWIDE UNZONED SCHOOLS
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A. Philip Randolph Campus ngh School at City College
Manhattan

Non-zoned high school open to students citywide with an unscreened
Vaeademic comprehensive program, an educatiocnal option program and a
screened program. Priority is given to students of District 5.

ACADEMIC COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM

Admission criteria and procedures

Students are selected by random sample with 75% of seats going to District 5
students. There are seats for both incoming 9th and 10th graders.

SCREENED PROGRAM '

Medical Professions Program

AdmlSSJOn crlterla and procedures

They are looklng for students who have scored at least two years above grade
1evel on: the New York Clty math test. No extrance examlnatlon is required.

A screen'ng process 1s used whereby appllcants are asked to brlng in their
classoom notebooks. whlch are: rev1ewed by persons who never see the youngsters.
By looking at the notebooks the panel wrll determlne if the students have
sufflc,eet:background in the sciences to be admitted to the program. The
eappl"cant s readlng score is also considered.

In 1984>85, Randolph accepted only Bth grade appllcants. Their justification

is that the students must finish the high school program in 3 years and it would
be too difficult for students entering the medical program in the 10th grade to
catch up. This is also part of the agreement w1th the funder of the program,
The Macy “Foundation. :

EDUCATION OPTION PROGRAM

Academic Professions Program

Admission criteria and procedures

When selecting students for its Academic Professions Program, Randolph looks
at the grades and attendance. They also look for students who are strong in
math' and science. ~‘Interviewee indicated that the ‘Academic.Professions Program
has a few seats available for ninth grade applicants. Final High School
Division statistics, however, indicate that no seats were offered to the 766
students”applying from the 9th grade.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

No program
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SPECIAL EDUCATION

Approximately 3.2% of the student body is made up of special education students.

Other comments

Although Randolph considers applicants from all’ over New York City, the official
~policy calls for students from District 5 who meet the criteria to get priority
consideration. Interviewee estimated that 45% of the’ “student ‘body -is from
District 5. However, final High School Division statistics indicate that only .
102 or 21.9% of the 464 seats filled at Randolph:in:September 1985 were filled .
District 5 public school students. District 5 officials claim that 9 Dlstrcct’S
public school students were offered seats in the Medical Profe551ons Program and
29 were offered seats in the Academic Professions Program.

The racial composition at Randolph is approximatéi§$8ﬁ%*BIéCkﬁaﬁdﬁi7§'Hiépéﬁi&f

S Lo mvailablelc o [t o0 oo pimotal s
Programi e © 0| “Grade +{ © vSeats "+ | Applicants - | Offers.:

‘vMedlcal ProfeSSLOns ;”‘;"‘"f:gfﬁb*
Program . 10

Academic cOmprehen51ve 9 100
Program Gesziakh op b b0 oo 75

Academic Professions 9 100

Special Education 9 19
10 19
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August Martin High School
Jamaica, N.Y.

jAcademlc comprehen51ve hlgh school w1th educatlonal option program.ﬁ,; ;_f;ff

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

&Av’”tlonf‘¢?*”‘]f 

;Comm ;icat1ons>”
G mpute‘ Scmence

TLegal Studies

ﬁAdm1551on crlterla and procedures '

ffAll students are glven con51deratlon. There is no average grade cut~off p01nt
. that students must meet before they are considered for admission.  Attendance is
" examined ‘more carefully than grade point.average. How the student ranks August
 Martinis not a 51gn1f1cant factor :Only students-who place August Martin.at.

" the bottom of their list- ‘would not- be considered. for admission. ‘The. school tries
Crivtorget students from every. school. district, but does not consider ethnic diversity.

CosThe. 1nterv1ewae sal

at ethnlc background 13 hard to determlne from student

appllcatlons._”

. LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY = o i

rogram{avallable ol Too few appllcants quallfy for thls d951gnat10n. e

'SPECIAL EDUCATION

.24 QfﬂAugust Martln 5 student body is comprlsed of spec1al education youngsters
: ,f—contalned classes.f The admission crlterla a;e the,same as for the othexr
vprograms., ~ - : : ; ;

Available Total

Program oo Grade Seats Applicants Offers

Aviation BRI - 135 1,183 347
D - 10 50 562 ; 102
Communications = .9 50 1 485 : 189
o . 10 25 _ 219 56

Computer Science 9 - 185 2,523 440

o 10 - 50 873 182
Legal Studies = 9 75 780 147

' 10 0 335 0




‘August MartinkH.s.;

v Program
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Grade ‘Seats

| applicants

- Total

Offers

Special Education

e 12

Az
e

34
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Bay Rldge ngh SChool of Telecommunlcatlon Arts and Technology
Brooklyn, N.Y. | woeiooimnd : ‘

Bay Ridge opens in September 1985 as an academlc comprehen51ve hlgh school,
open ta Brooklyn re51dents with an empha51s on telecomminications.

Admission criteria and procedures

Attendance, grades and latenesses are considered, with the most weight on
attendance. ‘Reading grades and term-to-term progress are considered.
Students’' priority rank of the school is important. The school selects
students based solely on high school applications

There are no exams or interviews for this program. This is not an educa-
tlonal optlon program so it must be con51dered a screened program.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

English'as a’second language is avallable. The program wishes to serve
students w1th llmlted English:proficiency.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

'Crlterla for spe01al educatlon students determined by the superintendents
offices": .special education coordinator for the borough.

T _ _ ) : _Available » Total
Program . R .| Grade | Seats | Applicants Offers
Regular Education 9 275 1,791 591
Special Education 9 24 57 37

SEE ATTACHED BROCHURE DISTRIBUTED BY THE SCHOOL.
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Memorandum to: - Mary Yamagaté"~Ad§bca£e

From: SR Ed Seto, Assistant Prln o Guidance &5

Re: . : School Classification‘

In résponse to your memo of August 27, 1985:

The High Schoo]. of Telecommunication Arts and Technology

an educational opt10n<

350 67 Street © Brooklyn, New York 11220 « (718) 580-8464
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‘Bay Ri idge Hi e High Schaol of Telecemimu‘mcatmh

WHAT I§ THE HIGH SCHODL OF o
TELECOMMUNICATION ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY?.

The HIGH SCHOOL OF TELECDMMUMCM!DN ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY :
(HST AT) v;gt opan ils doors: 0. approximately 250 ninth graders in °
19

A Chanceflor's Task Force composed of educatars, paranis,

government officiats, and industrlal and community representalives-hegan'the
planning process in the falf of 1983 and wdl be fespans)ble for: smplememmg :

:-the two, year redesign projacl.

- The theme 5 the schadl is reflected in a iwo pronged cumculum tn whlch :
““students ‘wil- appraclate ‘how- technology-and the arts ‘are refated.-A miajor
“strategy 1o achieva this goat wilt bs an nnovative mlerdlsmp)mary program built
into the véry struciure of he school. Computer technolody and video/media -

S -arls will be Infused” throughoit the Jour year-course of study. Stress wiil be. -
“placet upoh the davelopmint of critical thinking skills, muependent rasearch |

and a stmng humanities- smsnces acaderrm: program,
WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF THE

HIGH SCHOOL OF TELEBDMMUNICAT!UN ARTS AND TECHNOLOGYf-;
The program goals of the High Sr:houl of Taleccmmun)cal)on Ans and

Technology are:

® To loster in students basic cummunicatmn computer and !echnnlugy
litaracy

® To prepare students for fife long 1eaming thmugh !he dave\opmem ot o

» - oritical thinking skilis ¢ ;
@ To provide sludents with emry levet gab skﬂls in :ndusm

felecommunications, i onF

To prepare students for advanced sludi

institutions

® To enable students m learn how lelecommumca!ian ans and
technology skills can improve the-Guality. of human Jile

@ To axpand in students an’ apprecmxun of the’ sncrat pmmcaf and .
cultarat impact of (echnuiogy ot wortd cummzs S

usmg :

HOW 15 THE STRUCTUHE OF THE HIGH SEHOOLOF =~ v

TELECOMMUNICATION ARTS AND TECHNDLOGY UNIQUE?

Part of the philosophy  of the High School of Te\ecnmmumcaﬂun Arls and‘f
Technology is that the school-building ftself. become a_human and creative .
energy bank where students-and fsachers ‘can ‘intaragt. in.various leafning -
centars. in. order accampnsh this, mma Toakr nrgantzalianai compunentsi

witl exist:
L] TELECUMMUN!EAT!ONS CENTER
Thig center wifl develop & mum-techmlogy cumponenx im:mdmg

puter pragram which would experiment wilh ntumiation transter prajests

invofving telemedicine, v}sua! lechno!og:es and !zle’ nn!emnclng
" .& FLEX{-LABS :

**Dpan Tima'* will. be stheyled eanh nay for students: a" d'teactiers ;n,ff

workstiop areas to'provide enrichimant experisnces to SuppoR vequlr
classroom learning; Flaxi-labs will include Word: Processing, Video

Pm?{uc‘tmn Graphic Deslgn thngraphy, Library. Merﬁa anda Rehear-
sat Hall

in collegs ur pasl secandarv :

?rtS and Technology

Chede . Adﬂ:nr Systam

These centers-wiil be méaonsibte for. planmng an )ntemusciplmary cur- ?,E?”‘ student wil e assigned 1o an advisor 1o discuss carzer plan-
riculum; assisling shudents indevsloping research skills and action S -'ning, academic progress, and malters of personal concern.
- prajects; and-implementing an inguiry based }nslructinnai program. in SR g ’thﬂng

ali; seven Discovery Centers are:fdreseq L A
y :For & minimum o} ‘one semester, each Student will meel weekfy wilh

* DISCOVERY EEHTERS

® Discovery Genter for Future Tech ~an adufl mentor Trom industry or the cotnmuntty. The mentors will

‘& Discovery Center for Creativé Comn rcauon : 3 y r ¥

© Distovery Genter for Fulure Living _ Serveas quasi cpunseﬂurs, advocates and career fole models,

a {iscovery fésnter zar Gkabag ‘Atfairs e : ‘Poople Exchange Program

® Discovery Center-for Health and En onmema esearch oo Students will have the o, Bxpari

: . e e pporiunity 1o experience fifa styles and .

- ® Discovery Ceniter for Urban Studies-and Outreach’™ L .cultures through a visitation pragram with other school and cammuni-
. Dlscovary Center tor Businass Tech &ogaas g : : y organizalions 1 and out of the state,

 WHAT WILL THE ACADENIC PROGRAM BE AT THE- vt e Camer Intemshlp Program

HIGH SEHDDL oF TELEED?!%MUN!BAT!D TS AND TECRNOLDGY? .

in addifion fo the. rigofous New Yark 5 Gurric requ;remenls ‘students
- will-be able to select frof the toliowing 14 tm\ theur ‘afea at cancen-
tration”* neads .

“All stuganis are Urged 1o perform ohe m!ernsnip or work Expefience
:;’dunng their high. schaa! caurse o% sludy.

> Sta¥l Davelopment - :
" Personned wilt partivipate in an-gnmg stalf training sxperientes-in the

. ‘rzugcgmmumnmmns 3 a‘rga ot curriculum develupmnn\ prohlem .r;’uiving an? inter-personal
--skills, Opportunities for enhancing leadership capabilities will occur
.TEC“““WG\' STM“D “.throughout the school’s dsve!upment

“+* Introduction o Camputars

- Computer Programming

= Gomputer Graph}cs WOrkshnp
- Data Processing. *

- Word Processing -

. ;Telecommumcauons Sumy ;
 Saiefiita Communications

introduction 1o Business

> Student Patticipation

- Sludents are encouraged 1o panicipam in the development of the

:: yverall educalion-program. Pecr groups wiff help monitor student at-
“ilendance and **buddy up** with ir:omlng students and hose who
“need exira help.

Phatography Warkshop
Broadcast Jourpalism
lavigion Production
ides Production
Gtaphic Design Workshop
Brnaucast Managemem

3 summsr tnstitute :
-1 junding resources ase avallahle each summet new students and

- -echnolagies
: lnlemship Prugram sglected staft will participate in an intensive orfesiation program to
. : _'help youngslers fearn hiow fo func!on electively In their new sthool.
WHAT tS THE AUM!SS ) :

HIGH 'si:nmu OF TELECOMMUN

WHAT CHALLENBES LIE AHEAU-’

There alel many radesngn 135KS that must be accomphshed over the coming

" ‘mionths.and once the HIGH SCHOOL OF TELECOMMURNICATION ARTS AND

TECHNOLOGY implemgnts ils pragram in the fatl of 1985 mueh work will remaln
“ <10 be done.-H.5.T.A.T :is an ambiious undertaking and the full:fedesign pro-

tess fs expecied o faku five years. Sorne of !he projects ihe schoot hupes 1o

" complete during tms ﬂme are: -

: “Establish a suppun base of cuﬂege and industriat Tesourees. -

. Devekm an ofigeing statt. uevelapmem model with support tunds and

; ersonnel trofm industry and higher education. -

LS Dasign a ﬂgorous ans -and technmogy currlculym. . )

. ﬁsruwate and mndermze currem schoo! facility. )

’Secure state‘of !he arnt. cumpumr aquipmem

: Pmmqle the § on! wnh xhe suppon ‘of Industry, govarnmant parenls

The ngh Schoo! of Tefe Ar!
MALE AMD-FEMALE s&unem whu resfd

WHA

The High Schuoi 01 Ts!e
not only in fis slrucﬁural
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Clara Barton ngh School
Brooklyn, N.Y. ‘

Educatlonal optlons school open to students c1tyw1de. :

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Health Profe551ons ;
' Medlcal Sc1ence Instltute

AdmlSSlon crlterla and procedi'es

Con51deratlon of the students“ranklng of Clara Barton is of prlmary 1mportance.
The school wants hlghly motivated students. They try to accept students from

a number of school districts. This is done through a somewhat random selection
process. A student's attendance is not considered as this would tend to close
down access. .

Other commentskflf

ISH. ROFICIENCY

Jamf?have 1ncreased con51derably over the past feW'years.

SPECIAL EDUCATION ey g :
3.95% of the student body are ln self«contalned classes."'”

, Available Total
Program ' Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Health Professions . o | 150 © | 3,248 | 368
Medical Science Imstitute | 9 . | 1oo, 2,139 | 351

: i s L I N 95 fﬂ ' L7792 : - 234
Special Education ‘j ' 4‘  R ole S 195 4 31
donw R ol w0 e 68 21
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DeWitt Clinton High School
Bronx, N.Y.

-Boroughw1de academlc comprehen51ve high school with a c1tyw1de screened

COLLEGIATE

. Academic comprehen51ve program for students in the Bronx and in zone of I.S. 10, Man-

. “hattan
- Admission criteria and procedures

Clinton gives the High School DlVlSlOn a seat count. The computer randomly B
selects students. '

SCREENED PROGRAM

Medical Science Honors Program

AdmlSSlon crlterla and procedures

Appllcatlons to the Medlcal Sc1ence Honors Program are rev1ewed.~ Cllntonfseeks

an interview. Out of the 1,100 appllcants, sllghtly over 100 weIE;lnt“rviewe

Interviews are: conducted by:staff:members:who seek to determine: whetherk,,
student can handle the .course load and his/her degree of maturity.: Mo:
of the students who were granted an 1nterv1ew were accepted into the program.

LIMITED ENGLISH PFOFICIENCY

Not available in the Medical Science Honors Program. . =

SPECIAT, EDUCATION

Not available in the Medical Science Honors Program.

, B Available | fi'i‘”f _‘d_Total )

Program 1 Grade ' Seats " 'Applicants Coffers
Academic Comprehensive 9 500 2,287 777

10 350 1,082 -« 502,

Medical Science Honors 9 35 964 321

Program 10 125 252 133
Special Education ] o 40 1 366 56

10 40 | 101 36
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Edward R. Murrow High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

EDUCATICNAL OPTION SCHOOL
Edward E Murrow is_an educatlonal optlon school, open to Brooklyn residents,

with Communications as its central theme. All students selected may pick from
one of the follow1ng courses: SR L

;¢Computer Studles FET o+ Ornamental Horticulture
. 'Television Production Pre-Medical Program
Photography Marine Bioclogy-
Graphic Arts e . .- Theatre Arts
Electronics™ = " " Computerized Engrav1ng ‘
‘Stenography = ‘" Science Research’
Accounting - ' ' ';Behav1ora1 Sc1ence
Astronomy - ' Law Studles

“Admission criteria and procedures

-.only Brooklyn residents aré eligible. They have a "walk-in zone" ‘around the
+‘high: school whlchconstltutes approximately 150 seats that are offered to its:
f:enterlng class*«*The remalnlng seatS'fr approxlmately 665 s are avallable

£5% d math scores, and their absences and latenesses.; They  are looking
:afor motlvated and " ach1ev1ng students.. 6 After students. are ranked they are
also distributed geographically and by ethn1c1ty thereby achlev1ng an even
;ethnlc balance'—~ approximately 50% minority. Approximately . 25% of the. ...
upnterlng class comes from prlvate schools.‘ ' e

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

ESL classes are available. LEP students are judged by the same crlterla
‘though few make it. Th re selected.when they look like a "good bet."

SPECIAL EDUCATION ~ 7.l . . , :
Approximately 7% of the student body are special ed"‘ﬁéation students.

Program . . . ... | Grade _ Seats = | Applicants | Offers
Communicetion Arts g9 500 e 7,187 o 976
10 275 3,431 - .49l




Edward R. Murrow H.S.

vProgram‘

naz

Total
Offers

; Spec]_al Educatlon

9 25 269 38

10 15 107 18
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.:1600 AVENUE‘ inn:);;:urq N.Y. l]?f[’]”ﬂﬂﬂnrr‘
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-September 11, 1985 . by
; USEP 13 1585

TO: Janet PrJ_ce Advocates for Chlldren v ‘3‘-

e

FR(M Saul Bruck:ner Principal;’ Edward R. Murrow ng,h School T e L
RE: Forthconn.ng AFC Report on ngn School Admissions

****7\'****7‘:‘k**********************7’("(*7""{***“‘

I am wr:.t:ugto correct some of the mformatlon included in your forth-
commg repcrt

_ ’When selectmg :mcommg students we try to take students from every
school which sends us. applications. However, it is impossible to take one half
of the qual:.fled appllcatlons from each school since some schools send several
hundred applications.  Thus if we. admitted half of the students from JHS 240 last
vear we would have selected 400 students from one school and s:.gm.flcantly changed
,the‘ character ofh our. school - ; ,

‘I‘he only qual:.flcatlon for admission is graduatlon from an elghth grade
ementary school or the ninth grade of a junior high school.  Like all
- option schools, we are required to admit youngsters on all ability
ty-five percent of our students must be reading below grade level,
only 25% of our youngsters may be reading above grade level, and 50% must be on
a contimum in the middle. Anexamination of our PSEN scores will show that we
admit youngsters in these proportmns and that we educate youngsters on all ab-
ility levels.

~One of the major things we are lookingfbr are youngsters who can function
in a 'school which provides youngsters with a great deal of freedom in the form of :
unassigned ‘time during the day. Youngsters must be able to function in an environ-
ment which provides independent study, an absence of bells, an absence of hall passes
and a maximm of opportunity to make decisions as to how one will use wmassigned
time. , t

_ Although only one percent of the school scores below the 21st percentlle =
on the IAB-LAU Tests, we have a significant number of youngsters of immigrant origin =
for whom English is a second language. Within the latter group are a significant
number of our Asian population which is almost ten percent of the school.

Spec1al Education which consists of almost SOO resource room, hearmg
handicapped, visually :mealred physically handicapped, speech ::mpalred emtlorully
handicapped and educable mentally retarded youngsters comprises approximately 157
of our population. Our Special Education Unit consists of 50 adult professionals
assigned to deal with the almost five hundred special education youngsters who attend
our school.
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_ JIE you';w:Lsh to verify this mformatlon
sect: ourrecords or V’.LSlt our school you,ar‘ welccme to do so.




VAT IS EAARD R. MURROW mm‘scm‘é SPECTAL

Ten percent of our s:udents arg ym.mgsr.ers with i
a handicapping condition, | In addition to arrend-
ing regular ¢lasses inthe least vestricrive an-
vircomene, special éducation pupils receive
assistance Fram specially trained tedchers,

]-W 18 EDHARD R I-K.TRPDW HIGH SCH.’X?L Dm}l‘ff RO T

mﬁz—‘ﬁ“ﬂ@ School offers a qualicy 0
academic program‘in a non-traditionslorganizational;

setcing. This non-r:radl.:imal argemizatimal settm_

includes H

1, A cycliml pattemn of m:gamzec:.rm In place
. of ‘two semesters, there are four mini-temms of
appmimacely 40 days length:

2. Modular’ scheduling Instead of clusses which
meet fiva times. a week for 40 mimites; our classes -
meet’ four times s week. Each subject class has

two one hour: meel:ings and two forty minute meetings

3_. ‘A letter gradmg system, Student progress Is

eported through a system of letrer grades. These
Include M1 for Mastery in ‘Independent-Study, E for
Excellent, G for Good, S for Satisfactory and H fm’ ’
o Credic. The latter desiyac;.m appears on the -
pernament record: -

"4, FElective course offerings. Within the frame-
work of tha New York City Diploma, students se-
lece their pru grams from a wide mnpe of course
ufferi.ngs all subject areas.

5. Indepa\dent Study. Students may accelerate
or obrain remediation by registering for MILE
Courses (Murrow Indzpendmt Learning Experience).

6. Opriomal Time. Every student has ‘optimmal or
wassigned time during the school day. This cime
way be used for: independent. study, library work, hame
work, club agetivities, tutoring or pmicipadcm in:
service squads or other scheduled optional time
activities.

uwr'rm‘o?mum'mmsmm EDVARD R.

* FURROW HICH SCRDOLT
The youngster who will sueceed in our: school is: =
the youngster who can meke:choices, can structure
wassigned time, can adjuse to. frequmc changes “aud
cen assume responsibility.  Because gf the rnpxd :
pacein the’ 5cgoo1 a record of regular attendance
is essential for a student's success, Youngsters .
oo all sbility levels who have such capacities can
succeed at Edward R, Murow High School

' Brudents eligible to apply to Edua:d R.

" dents must apply for the school when they
“ are in the 8th grade of an.elerentary

HOW DOES A mmm APHY m EU«.ARDR.
fmm I -SCHOL 7

Morow High Scheol must be residents of
the Boreugh of Brooklyn who are elisible
for high school,” All interested stu-

sehool or the 9ch grade of juiier:high
school. = Thé'applicarion must be received
by the date Set in'the High School Di-
rectory. Students will be selected froo
every school distriec ‘in the borough of
Brooklyn. The limitations of spage mean
that all applicants.cannotbe accepted.
Bon accept.:mce 1s wot a réflecticn on the
student but:is a.reflection of the limde-
ations set by the ‘vallabxhty of: ‘space.

T e Y

“VEAT TYPE OF SCEDOR. IS EDWRRD R.MRROJ HIS.%

“6ffered a college preparatory program (n:

£ tronomy - televisicn, stage deaign, thedtre :
printing, eleccrmics‘
¢ photography, horticulture, law studies, be- i

s "An

comprehensive high school:” All studencs’ ar

dition to specialized programs in the areag
science regearch, . computer. education, as-

~&rts, engraving, writ:ing
vim:al science and mathematics,

but are not Limited to the following. .
course oﬁferings:;

Clasates, American Litaraturs.  Fine Arts:

Edugrd K, Hirrow High School 1s7a borough uxde

,,WHATAF.E XME OY'H%E COURSE OFFERINGS AT BJWARD
R, MIRROW HIGH SCHOOL?

‘The highlights of several deparmm!: pmgram
“inelude; z

B + ' Commication Arts = Mriting
" with-ths Word Procesaor, (reativa mhng, Novel

into Film, Shakespeare’s Comedies, Acting Studig,

Advenced Plocement English, Introdustion ta -

W\.g\w AL\A&:\

e ———"

. um ANEMUR L MACORLIN. W ¥ 11130

e kans

“he students also prodirce a Sing, a Spring
-3d Winter concert and a talent show.
Scudent publications include the Yearbook,
the achool newspaper, the Literary Magszina
and de rr publicacions in Math (Mrrow
Mai . Science (urrow thucleus), Social
Studies (lLegal Writes and the Archives)

. In place of an interscholastic program, we
offer a selective elective program sx:resm:_;
individual and group sports, dance, physical
fimess and lefsure time sctivities.

WHAT COLLE(FS DO THE GRADUATES OF EDWARD B
HURROW HICH SCHOOL ATTEYD?
Our yommgscers have been accepted by col-
leges tthe” country . ‘See” of the
wllegea to vhich our yuu:\gsters have been
acceped include:

- Zagkion: Iinstrgtion,  Interior:Design,, Aduars Alfred Linmh‘ Uﬂi‘-'
- tiaing Daazyn, Bhotogrephy,  IndustrialArts'~ Albany-SUNY M LT
* Engraving, Flectronics, Co-Ed7Car lare. Tele- Antinch Mr. St. Vincent
“vision Prohiction: Offset Printing, Forelgy Barnard Univ. of Massachusects
S5 = French, (Rebrew, 1talian, Latin, o Bermington Y. UL )
“ﬂ%—&parw T Health'& Physical Edueation’s:fym Binghawcon-SUNY.  Northwestern
+ ‘nagtics, Jaez Dance, wall Sports, Soccep, : Bostan Univ. Cberlin
+ wwBusiness Edhication ~ Word Proceaaing,: Typing,, Boston College Pace |
. Stenography, Speeduriting, Publication Prep-: Brandels Prare
. “aration, Ascounting, Ancelemted Accmmtwg Brockport-SURY Univ. of Pamsylvania
" Bugineas Law, Busineag Manag t. Mathematies - Brown Princeton
‘Computar Math, Calculus, Integratad Mathsmatics, BU“-ENEH Purdue
- Mathematics Seminar, Probability, Statistics;: Buffalo-SAY Reed -
“Intro to Colisge Math, Fundamertals of Hath-. CCNY-Bicmed 6 yr.  Rensselaer Poly Tech
ematics, Pra-Algebra, Advanocaed Placement. Carnegie-Mellon Rochester Inst. Tech
“Laloulus, Advanced Placement Pascal. Musit - ¢ Clark Sarsh Lawrence
Piano,. Guttap, Orchestra, Band, Girts: Charus, Colgste St. Francis
‘Mizad Chorua, Science - £ year Murrow Ma Conmecricur Coll. St. Jokms
" Program (Pre-Med), Science Rasearch,: Hax'tt- r Union . Smith:
eylturd, Marina Etolagy, Animal Behavior, i Colurbia Skidmre
. ant Bmlagy and Commell Stony .Brook -SUNY
Chemiatrys Irdapendant atudy in 20 areqe’ Cortland-SUNY Tufcs
. ineluding Comparative Anatomy ond Ocegn U. of Delsware Syracuse
- ography, Social ‘Studies « Global Studies, mm %ﬁmm
1 year Behavioral science Program, 1 Year © :
; Dzyd Studies” (Mentor Lms Program), Ameriecn Farmingdale-SUMY. Vassar -
.. Ecparience, Advanced Placement Amerisan ard. go rﬂ‘ﬂglﬂnda wa;:x;‘lléy?ni Chicago
- Em-apaa:n &iatary, z.oarpntar Appliad Econamca. o Y Vellesley
m IME EXTRA CI)RRICI!AR L Gaorgetosm Dartmouth
o AREA - T}g T ACI' er.&glzshingcan' Univ, of Rochegcar
. Students are Invalved in & wide range ot extra E, Willizm Smich
curricularectivities gxtepe for interscholas- Grimell Indiana Univ.
tic sports. Each year?ga are two major ﬁ;;:h?m o; Amherst
trical produc Among past produc- - ; Drew
g?xs nrel"i{uw tth\;hc’:eed in Buginus“; VA Eml:_'vard ,Fl;inielédnl;g?.
~ Furmt Hufstra iniv, o igan
¥ T hing HaPPenad mpg:-ew? ﬁmﬁg tlg ‘Joward Manhattan College
ﬁLit:l:le Mary Sunshine’; *Oliver’ fb Ithaca ; Gordon.
Aga i "Teahouse of the Aug\mc l‘aon", Jotms Hopkins Duke University
Fid:ﬂer cn the Roof."” 1-1fayecce Ffollins
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By Diane RaviTcH

For most of this century, the conven-
tlonal wisdom In edycation has held that

an academic curriculurn is only {or the col-
lege-bound, because traditionsl subject’
matter I5:too demanding.{or. average sty

dents.” Becdyise o this: conventional ‘wis-
dom, only sbout 35% af American second-
ary students are enrolled in an academic
curriculum, while the remalnlng. 65%. sre
on a vocational or general “track.”” where
academic requirements sre low.

‘The spale of natlonal-commission re-
ports during the pasi year has documented
some of Lhe cansequences of his philoso-
phy, particiilarly the low enrolimenis. tn
loreign languages, science and math,

During the past year, efforls across the
natlon lo vaise graduation requirements

:have encountered skepticism Irom.educa-.;.
“tors who doubt the wisdom of expeching all

cchildren 10 study 2cademic subjects, How
‘lhis lundamenta) phnosophlcnl issue Is e

isolved ‘will determirie ‘the success’ ol the:

new reform movement In education.

As i happens, the conventional wisdom
is not only wrong, but jt has undermined
1he quality of American education by di-

.. Tecting the:majority-of Stodents inlo.aca:.

demically impoverished programs. The'ev-

““idence thatl 1t is:wrong.can:b¢ found in the :

many high schools. where a broad. cross

section of youngsters miaster the kind'of

curricilum recommended by the National
Commission op Escelience in ‘Education,

Onesich public: sehoal’ is ‘Edward ‘R::

Murrow. High in New. York Cily, Among
‘many" remarkatile features of the' school;
the most, significant s that- il treais alf of

sis students as eollege-bobnd1ts 3000 sty

depts are drawn from the borough of
Brooklyn: hall are white, and half are
members of minorlty groups. Last year,
some 9,500 applicants vied for the 800

- places in the entering class al Murrow. An
advunlage of this process, of course, is
i that Murrow:hasn’t the problem of unwil: =

~ing.students, Buf there {s no enlrance

£ gxany that ‘could Hmil admission t6 the ae-7

ademically gifted. The schoot is reguired
1o select students of differing abilities: 25%
are above grade level in reading, 23% are
hotree and the remaining %09 are 3t grade
Jevel, Aboul a lourth come fron parocnial
or privale schools,

© All stugents at: Murrow {ake.a strong: .
academic program, at ledst five courses.” -

The New York City schoo) system requires
one year of language, hut mast students at
Murrow take.three or four (the school of-
fers five [oreipm janguages). Al students
are required 1o luke iwo years of science
and mathematics, bui maost studepls sur-

pass:1he requiremenis; Al are required {o:: -

take four years of English, which includes
a yeuar of writing instruction and a hal(-
year of speech courses. Similarly, all meet
the requirement of three-and-a-half years

’ of :social studies, and most exceed it.

RNow. in its 10th year, the school has a
relaxed. lension-free imbiaice. Instead uf

a.{raditional two-semester year, Murrow

hos four “'cycles’ each year of 10 weeks
each, The day is urg.mwed s0 a5 o leave
stidents “optioant” tise it they can use
to 4o homewark. independent study or to

;gum 5

zlilf, Inos) tourses are organized as elecs

crequiremnents, oo e e
T The fmastermind of the Murrow prw
¢ gramiis the principal, SaulBruckner, 8277 ;

.. ner. tustrates the -point, He continues (o
teach Tan advanced” placemem colirse in’

FARES U g S S e e S

A School Works in Brooklyn

ycars worth of sclence, and mathemales 4 &

socisifze with {riends, Students cluster in
the hails, reading, studying, talking or

“langhing with- friends. The hilbbub: In.the:

hells sepms disorderly, but It {5 Intended 1o

-give the adolescent popu]auon 2 sense Lhal

the schoof is thefrs, i
While requirements for: grudualion are

tives. Students choose the courses ihey
want .o take, and great stress is laid on

ndividual deciston making. But the lnpar-., ;

tant principle behind the curricutum Is that
the clectives have inlegrity as academic
courses, There are.np Junk courses (or.aca-
demic credil like bachelor living” or
~personal grooming." Furthermare, Mur-
row does not practice grade inflatian or
social promotion. Aboist 204 ol Jast year's
grades were "no credit' and studenls ca
nol graduate unm they havc met all thé

year veleran of the New York City public

+ school sy$tem.Mr. Brickner: opened’ the

school.in 1874 and had the rare oppartunity

‘to recruil most-of “his siafl. Because:so

many good young leachers were laid olf
from other schools during the city's liscal

erisis, Mr. Bruckner was-able, to assemble
a teamn, largely. of his own choostng. Nor-
‘mally, teachers “dre ‘assigiied 1o, chools:

withoul .. rcgard to Lhe ;)relcrcnces af the
principal.
sadﬁlns every school wur
cases.

he research on-eflective schools: shows
thal the princlpal is e key figure
fng or breaking & schodl, and;Mr. Briick-

I;urned oul

d to demonstrate that

American history
a principal {5, fir
teacher of the school-Asa suparb teacher,

he i in 2 pusition lo demarnd strong pesfor-

manee from his teachers and administra~
lors. and he seems to get |

This principal’s priority.

‘ronm. Much of his time Is spent fighting to

ot fhiel teachers he'wanis and then-work-
ng with them 1o develop a teaching styje
that is engaging.
substantive, His belief that learning must
be more than a passive Hstening -experi-
ence is reflected in the classroom, where

teachers use & variely of media and mate- |

rials to-supplement texibooks...

{n every classyoom, the learmng su'le is

based on teacher questioning and student
participation, The tcachers are trained to
plan thelr lessons arcind 2 problem, and
students are Jed through a series of ques
tans o understand (he problem, As one
teacher puls i, the object of each lesson is
10 elickt:from:the Students:an ?Ahal'! ve-
spovze, In every suhjerd, studenls are ex-
pected 10 write, to do homework and to
participate §n chiss distussions.

The low.scoring students who enter
Murrow are immedialely placed inta Inten-
sive sessions in repding apd writing. At the
same lime, ‘they enrpil in regular courses
1 other subjects, For ihe academically

g‘lfLed studenls, there afe advanced place:”

ment courses in evesy subject: area. Sci-

ence majors can eproll in » speeial pro-

gram thal reyaires & minimum of six

ncndcm!c ‘thallenge he's.

; lndlﬂdua] declsion maklnc are striking.

Murrow: Bigh:Schoo! -is. an:example :of

and the “hursgueradin: Process’ -

courses range through sdvanced computer

: progmmming snd - college-level ‘calewus, -

Classes thal sepurate the fast students
!rom 1he slow students are the exception,
ot the rue. Even sdvanced - placement
olrses cantain students of different abllity
levels: The student 15 10 decide

'rhe fesuls of this atmosphere of hlkh’
pectations, rich scademic offerings and

The dropout rate is'only 4%, Tar balow the!
cltywide ¥ite: the dally altendance rate'ls
88%, Iar shove the citywide rate. Nearly.

- B0% of Murrow's graduates continve onto =

2 two-year or four-year college, The lack
of vandalism; gralfiti, drugs and other ma-
“jor behavioral problems Is'fn startling: £on-: -

“trast o many other-urban schools,

-0l ‘course, . Lhe. school ¥5-not_problem

‘free: Tlass size 1 far 100 Jarge 1average:

+:35 pupils}; Funds for Jibrary books, equip-. .
ment repalr znd supplies are woelully In-
adequate.And not:all the. teachers areigals:’
.slactory.

-Buf iheschool works, 11 works for the

academically gifted, lor average students
and for slow learners, The Edward R,

American public education al is best: I jt
can: work:in: Brooklyn,::
work cvexywhem" :

- Diane. Rauiteh s nd;unrl prqlcssur of
hzslarybnmf rdumuon 0l Tearhirs Lt;tt)gepe, i
: il :

of all;" the. principal |

thoughl-provoking and*
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John Dewey High School
Brooklyn; N.¥. .. ;

Educational dpfibﬁ“échoal ‘open . to Brooklyn re51dents.z;Priority;giVenj
to youngsters in Dlstrlct 21 8 e Cora

EDUCATIONAL OPTION 'PROGRAM

# Experlmental School

# Other: than readlng SCOres, the school 1ooks at attendance and grades.‘_In
their: v1ew, attendance 1nd1cates a: student's maturlty and: respon51b111ty
Some students have ‘to travel 1ong dlstanoes and attendance would 1ndicatek
thelr commltment . o

Students;from A kllare glvenpprlorlty over other appllcants. A Dlst. 21
youngster who,llstsVDewey as hlscnrher flrst ch01ce 15 very llkely to be
admltted. : :

thfough:itsvvv N
appllcatlons’or
“The & :

open house program and students W,
ndicate Dewey are glVen preferencej
‘programs at Dewey LR :

ESL program.ava able. The student s appllcatlon generally 1ndlcates hls/

snrolled in-special education: classes.

¥ R TS PRI Ayailabie 9 : {‘:ij it :ff Totel :
Program S 7| Grade |- ‘seats . .| Bpplicants | Offers"

Experimental School 9" b #”SQO's_"V : 5,503g e?,ngQB
: 10 560 2,743 1 863

'Specidlvﬁdﬁdation“*i*~v\v”‘
‘ e 20 101 26




BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

ok Dy High kol

5 ¥.7113335 (+, TELEPHONE 20253736400 -
™ ,
Lew Smiith, Prmc{pa‘f

50 AVENUE X, BRO;O'}YLYN A

o~

- o

SEP 22 1985 Sep enber 13, 1985

- ‘o-.-_«..._._

e

Plea,se note ‘that we have made changes on the
desor:.ptlon that was_ sent to us, Ve hope

Themk you.,

Lawrence Pero
Prineipal
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Note: Corrected version received
from Dewey.

John Dewey High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Educational option school,-open to Brooklyn re51dents..~Priorityagiven,to
youngsters in Dlstrlct 21. : Lo S : . -

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM ’

Experlmental school A1l students are scheduled for an 8 hour day and independent
study.

Admission criteria and procedures

Other than reading scores, the school looks at attendance and grades. In their
view, attendance 1nd1cates a student's maturity and respon51b111ty. Some students
have to, travel long dlstances and attendance would . 1nd1cate their. commitment.
Students who meet with the greatest success are those who are self-motivated.

Stud ¢ts from Dlstrlct 21 are given prlorlty over other appllcatnts. A District 21

LIMITED EN&LISH PROFICIENCY

_ESL program avallable. The student's application generally indicates his/her
need for an ESL program.

SPECTAL EDUCATION

Approximately 2.34% of student body enrolled in special education classes.

Available Total

Program Grade ~Seats Applicants Offers
Experimental School | 9 x50 1 5,503 988
: 10 - 560 2,743 863
Special Education 9 30 154 55
' 10 20 101 26

*Based on the 1985 statistics.
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' Manhattan Center for Science and Math
Manhattan

- Citywide high school with priority gragted\to'Students residing in District 4
| COLLEGIATE

Academic comprehensive program

Admission criteria and procedures

- Students are selected based on a combination of factors. There .are. no hard
and fast cutoffs. Grades, standardized test scores and. ‘attendance are 1m-“:_
‘portant. However, if there is a disparity between test scores and grades,
i.e. low grades and high test scores, then the applications loses .some:
'credlblllty. Extenuatlng 01rcumstances are ‘reviewed in” ‘ead :
kStudent preference lS 1mporﬁant 1n order to predlct the number of lncomlng
stude'ts.‘” B ' T o e L

Prlorlty 15 glven ‘to Dlstrlct 4 by allocatlng SO% of the 1ncom1ng class
seats to that dlStrlCt.‘ ' : :

be tests or 1nterv1eWSyare requlred for entrance 'into th' ‘scho

LIMITED. ENGLISH'PRDFICIENCY

This school has;nektEP-ﬁidgrani

Special education is available.'

el e y P ‘Available: |/t T
Program | Grade |- "seats | Applicants | Offers

‘Academic Comprehensive - L 9 250'f’ o 2,é7ow”

-Special Education S Coind :v9 ::‘ fj,?4"
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Murry Bergtraum High School for Business Careers
Manhattan

Edﬁéafidﬁéi'bp&ibh”séﬁcél'dpéﬁ to students cityWide.

'EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Computer Science
Accounting

Marketing

. ‘Seeretarial Sciénce :
Securltles and Flnancei*’

fAdm1551ons crlterla and procedures o

1_Generally, when ranklng students Murry Bergtraum con51ders the entlre appllcatlon
including readlng and math scores, grades and attendance. They are trying to
get an ethnic.and sexual balance. “Heavy" consideration is given to how a
student ranks ‘the. school .and-the program. In. general, ‘they are looking for
students who rank a Bergtraum program as their first choice. HOWever, wheéen
- student lists. Bergtraum as second choice and a similar school (llke Norman
Thomas) as flrst cholce, s/he w1ll receive. the same conslderatlon as if s/he
?“,had listed Bergtraum as first choice. It is the experience of school officials
Tat’ Bergtraum that these students really want to attend thelr school.v

1Computer Solence. Math scores are of utmost 1mportance. Also the: level of ;=
math,;s 1mportant. A student in a higher level of math is looked on more
favorably\than a student in an entry level math. Also considered is:whether:
rclass:is honors -or the lowest level of the course offered

When a student's abilities are questionable, s/he is invited to attend a 4~yeek
’summer program. Twenty students per -class. The school can determine the level .
of -the students. who participate in the program.. They have a better chance of :
vstaylng,;n_rf they take the course. Only students who have been accepted are
eligible‘to be,in'the course.

fother comments

School recelves “more appllcatlons than Prlnceton Unlver51ty. School "tries
to be as fair as possible.” Claims that it is-difficult when a district sends
a large number of appllcatlons because only a small number of students are ad-
mitted. They try to take students from all districts, but it is not always ‘
possible to take someone from every school. This year, the Superintendent had
told Bergtraum to give special preference to Districts 5 and 6.

It is felt that the selection of students is complicated by pressure from
politicians, church leaders and the Board of Education. In some cases good
students may be displaced because they don't have a politician lobbying on
their behalf. It is estimated that this kind of pressure may influence the
acceptance of between 15% and 20% of those students who are eventually offered
seats.
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Murry Bergtraum H.S5. for Business Cdreers

ﬂlstorlcally, females have applied in greate: number thaﬂ males. Two-thirds
of. the applicants are female. » : e

Ranking is done after all applications are considered. Feeder schools generally
encourage only their best students to appl;.g Bergtraum “shuffles applications
around” and randomly chooses students who have been. ranked hecause. they do not
1ow who is best. When asked how many - studzsnts were ranked, the interviewee
cla;med that he "would rather not say.” He 2id say that over 10,000 ranked for
'omputer'science. “Interviewee felt that thc selectlon should be done randomly
by computer tao be “truly objective.™ N :

AT

Murry Bergtraum experlences dlfflculty in g' =ting an ethnic balance. The
percentage of Asian and white students has Eropped. A large number of white
students from private schools are accepted; nowever, most of them elect to
attend school elsewhere. School’ off;ctals'i:e frustrated: because they pick
students with regard to geographlc and gend dlstrlbutlon in "round one” bul
the effort breaks" ‘Qown’ 1n round two’ and thre One result is. an overrepresentd~

Interv1ewee also expressed frustration at information typlcally mlSSlng from apk
plications. For instance, many appllcatlon> ahOW no math scores. He feels
that: happens when 1ntermedlate ‘'or junior th schools are negl:gent or when
a student was absent on the day of thé test. : 2 :
“to see 1f student is ln a blllngual program ox “the le‘

fleft blank.

.LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

~English as a second language is avallable. Zaportedly, few students opt to
take ESL after testlng. ‘ T

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Change in applieation process complicates the selection of special education
students. It tends to conceal that a youngszer is a special education student.
Bergtraum has sped¢ial application procedures for special education.

Available | ‘ Total -

Program ' L Grade Szats 1" aApplicants "Offexsf”
Accounting 9 170 3,172 | 248
' 10 105 | 2,124 0 foo137
Computer Science 9 a5 ﬂ 7,128 : 187
- ' 10! {1~ 70 S 3,981 155
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Murry Bergtraum H.S. for Business Caféers‘

S T Sl .| Available e “Total
. Program Grade Seats | - npplicants ' Offers

:Marketing'*   1~“‘ . i - 9 ?Q : '.1'11616 B ,,”‘ ,135
B R S o e . .836 186

" Secretarial science. | 9 | 145 = | 2,558 211

10 - 25 : 1,536 RIS RN -1

Securities and Finance 9 65 830 . 120

Special Baucation . . .| e | 8 - | .22 | =25
i L ' £ b 102';; i ; 4f_ [REES SN w252 : ERg ¥
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Norman ‘Thomas ngh SChool
'.Manhattan : :

Academlc comprehens1ve high school with .all programs belng educatlonal
'optlon programs. -

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Computer Programmlng
VAccountlng
Secretarlal Sc1ence/word ProceSSLng

‘Admission criteria and procedures.

‘When ranking applicants Norman Thomas locks most closely at grades and -
attendance.  The students’ ranking .of Norman Thomas is also considered.
There are no special -efforts made to get an ethnic balance nor is the

school trying to attract more boys.

Other comments

- 8chool officials at Norman Thomas are not trying .to. bring:i orewh
students. There are too few in the system to try and attract ore.
school population is approximately 50% black, 43% Hlspanlc and most:af
the remainder is Asian. The selection process,. concentratlng on. grade
point average, was cited as the reason for so few ESL: students attendlng
Norman Thomas.

The student body is roughly representative of the school districts whose
students apply. They deny that the school has been trying to cream the more
motivated students from surrounding schools. - Norman Thomas is a citywide
program and the number of students admitted who would have otherwise gone

to one of the surrounding zoned schools is too insignificant to have an
effect on those schools.

TLIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Very few LEP students, most of them are Asian.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special education youngsters comprise 7% of the student body.

Available Total

Program Grade Seats Applicants |. Offers
Accounting 9 34 2,745 .80
10 136 2,163 213
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Norman Thomas H.S.

I Available e o) Total
Program Grade Seats Applicants offeiéx

Computer Programming 9 34 7,526 49
R 10 68 1 4,89 95

Marketing 9 34 R
— o 136 Joo.osel. | 205

Secretarial Science/ 9 102 : 3,340 F ‘i37;}
.. Word Processing 10 306 . ... ..2.293 | 403

Special Education e g » 33 314 16
: : 10, : 20 b s BB S e B2

SEE ATTACHED COPY OF BROCHURE DISTRIBUTED BY SCHCOL.
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'BOARD OF EDUCATION Ciry oF New YORK

1 East 33,_STREET AT PARK AVENUE
New Y K, NEw Yomc 10016

September 18, 1985

Advocates for Chlldren

of New York, Inc. ’
24-16 Bridge Plaza ..
Long Island Clty, NY 11101

5Gentlémeﬁ:

Your report on admissions procedures for Norman Thomas ngh School
is accurate,

I would be pleased to have you reproduce the attached bulletin.
which provides additional information regarding Norman Thomas
High School.

Bernard V. Deutchman
Prl‘c1pal

BVD cw
Attachment
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WHAT IS THE PROUD BUSINESS TRADITION OF =
NORMAN THOMAS HIG1 SCHOOLY" '

For more than haif a m:muryr

tional reputation 2% 3 puistanding vocational
1975, Cepntral Commercial moved into & new ten story building.ond3rd Street: and Park

Avenue and became Narman Thomas High School for Comrnarcial’ Educatwn, strengthéning
Central's teadition of -academic and vocmona! excellence which h
‘York Clty business community. : ;

i penods and a lunch period with o nudy periods. -

Central Cammercial ngh School earned and mammned B ha -
| businesi-oriented high school. In September .

well-known in the. New

What Are Some Um ue Fealuren of Norman Thomau That Will Lead .
*. To Success in the Business World?_

"Approxlmately 60% of last yesr’s Senior. class obtained part'ume jobs through our Coop-

erative Education office, That is in addition to the estimated' 10-15% who tound: jobs
through other means, That means xhat you can have real job expenance be(ore graduation.

* Double periods in sach of the four commercisl major-ateas IAccqumIng and Data Process-
ing, Sacretarial Studies, Markating, and Computer Science]’ provtds wremendous- accelera-
fion in the learning skills of motivated students, in addition: to’ commercial major. and
minor subjects taken in grades ten through twelve, a normal progrnm contains seven clags

‘We have a modern butldmg with the lam: and bext in businéss: equrpm:nt. IBM Se\ectric
fypewriters, memory typewriters, WANG word proceuars. digtaphones, four microcomp-
uter labaratories, programmable calculators, our“own IBM Systems 3 main frame camp-
uter, afl electric typewriters, and a modern markerting laboratory.:

“We offer an Executive Internship Program in which:Seniors may. spénd one semester in a
supervised full- lIrne work program instead of Mtendmg regular classes and recejve course
credit. . :

“In cooperation with our Business Adviwry Commission, we sponsor an annual Business
Equipment Show for our students;. the first show of its Kind 1o be held in any high schoal
in New York City, Thz show festuras the latest equipment in_the fields of computer pro-
gramming, word and data progessing, communications, mhnuse prmtmg. duphcaﬂng and
pholocopying.

* Each year, in cooperation with the Marketing and Art departmantt we huld 8 Fashian
Show. It is organized by Marketing students snd festurss the latest'in fashi n 25 donated
by big name itores und top designers, Qur students serve as modeh.

hth and leh‘ycnr aduates from any of the borou hn ‘may- apply to our
cﬁool. since we are an EDUCATIONAL OPTION SCHO

Is Norman Thomas More Than a Business Schooi?

FYou bel ‘we are

We are’ !ullv equupped to offer afl students intensive college preparanon in Mathernatmx,
Sclence {we have Chemistry, Biology. and Physics Laboratory facvhms) and French and
Spanhh (whh languaga Lsboratories). :

Over BO% of our graduates go on to somn form of pon-ucondarv cducauon after qradua'
tion, . . .




Whnl Ave The Educational’ Options Catrses (Mnjnrn)
I Can Choose?

*Secratarial and Word Processing Careerg -« deve!op’skills in mnographv fGregg or‘P;ti‘nhn).
transeriptiofi: and- typitig, Preparation~for jobis as legal; medical ‘or: executive: secretaries

is oflered 16 ‘Gualified siidentsas well as opportunities for careers as school'secrotaries and:*
teachers - of - secretarial “subjects,” The- curriculum-iineluties ~word prucessmg, secre\arm

pracnce machine (ran:cr!puon mmg and electric typewriting.. Instruction In word process-
ing includes training-on' a QYX Intelligent Typewriter, WANG Word Processors, IBM Mem-

ory and 18M E!eclromc Typewrtlers VYDEC CHT Tuxl Edilor and Dictaphone and Sanydi 3

Transl:nbers.

i

" Accounting and Data Ptocessmg = uHers bas-c courses in hookkoepmg, business machmes

and Business! Law, fn-the-upper grades-there are. courses in data processing to make the
student aware of computers in business, Accounting. principles are taught to prepare thu
students for lurlher study in college.

* Computer Programmiing - develops an unders(andmg ol the computer and how it works,
The currlcuium includes proccssing of programs using the ianguage of HPGH and Cobol
Computer opera(lon iz 1aughl usmg 1he SBM Syslem 3 Compuler

“Marketing ‘Careers { lncludes ushlon buying and merchandinng, holel and motel manage-
menit, advertising and display. wechniques, computer-literacyy real;sstate; inarket vesaarch,

snd the only program in physncal distribution on a high school levet in the country; Market-
ing students participate in'laboratory experiences, A work: expnrience (Cooperallva Educa-
tion} program {x available in the senior year,

'WHAT ARE SOME OF TUE EXTENSIVE CO. cunncuum ACT]V!TIES
A . AVAILABLE TO ME?

in addition 10 rnany uniqua activitiey already menﬁon!ﬂ (Fashlon Show Junior and Snmor
mpl Galpul Choir, Norman Thomu Club}, Norman 'Thumas oHers B wide vunuy of:

ATHLET!C TEA S Girls” Softball, Girls Basknlba" Gils Soceer, “Girls Volleyball Boy:
Baskelball Boys Baseball, Bowimg {coed), Handball {Co-ed).

PUBLIéATlONS Yearbook (Tln- 7hunuu Tiprr, nnwspapet ('H;r- Thomas Times), liter-
. ary magazing {Transition}, Spamsh language’ newspaper {La Revisia).

CLUBS s ‘General Organizallon Junigr
ST maent, Sophomore class government, Freshman class government Dise

. tributive Edutation Club of America (DECA); Dynasty Club{Oriental

“ gulturs), Charlsma Club (Community service), [-‘umre Busiriess Lead.

Cers of Amerlea [FBLA), Future Seceetaries: Association (FSA), “Mod:

“ern’ Dance, Repertory Company Natlonal ‘Honor Sotiety, Spanish
¢ Clab, Spark; Thester Production; Math Tesm,:Compiner Club, Cheer-
+ leaders; Junior Achtevement Asplra;: Watghtldtmg Club, Marfial ‘Arts
Ctub, Scxence Squad, Public Announcemenr Squad, Scfabble and
Backgammon Club,

govérnment,-Senior clais govem«

*We offer ngorous anzl challenginq Ad nced Placement [AP) programs in bath English and
Sacial Studies fASCENT) {n addition 16 Accoummg and Markating, whereby academically
talented students ‘may ‘gain college cmdits by compeuuve examination while stifl in high
" school, thus saving ﬁme and Wit ncom B

: Each yeat our graduatesv win schol ships sola!lmg over $40,000, Including Regents scholar-

. ships.

and SUNY. They attend many private
d%_!. Long island University, Co!umbia,

¥ . Syracuse,.
Buffalo Un]versity o1 Temple. ‘Cornell, Po
New York University; Howatd, Penni State, Fashion Institute of Technolagy, Johnson and
Waies Fordhnm Holstra, U L A Toba-Coburn.Fashion Insmute.

“We are the Ne York C:ty Champmn: fo - 982 )
Division), and ou Girls Sohball Team won the'1980 Duvusion Champlomhlp.

Our orchestral and chbiat- mus q-tes:arg equlpped for broadcasts, snd have individualized

soundproofed practice raoms.

* 0t our four gyms, two are devoted to dance and gymnastics, We hava a full basketball
court complele with bleachers and the latest in bodybmldmg and exercise equipment,

*Qur gospel choir gives concerts in our 750 seat modern auditorium, in churches, and in
. special locatlnns around lho ciw :uch as the Empne Sme Bundmg

We have musica! and dramahc prexen(aticns each year as well asa speclncular Semor Show
in*May:-Our: auditorium:backstage area is: uumued wo(h nhangmg rooms and the most
’ modemllghling and sound Eqmpmen( avallable :

'As part of ourk concern for bur: cornmumly, our Narma Thomas Cluh wm: chﬂdren who
‘are in institutions at huliday ﬂmes bringmg presenli and the' gift uf triendshfp feS

2 Dur Junisrs and‘Seniors naditionauy hold an: annuu e Ranch weeken' Arip. Over the
years, In addition to this trip, we have held Winter Carnivals, weekend mps 1o Wa!hmglon
D C., and mleuession lrips tu Puano Rucn and to Flonda.

;Our Hbrary is lully equipped wnlh in vvvdual rcadmg FOOMS; nmplete audiomsua! secﬂon,
and an Apple computer cemer m addmon to !he fuu comptement af rexean:h and !euure
feading malurials o oo ; - .

5 of’ our studenlx ate: requ:red 10 uka Regenu or Chywide examir anonx n Enghsh
Socfat Slud:es and lhair commerc:al major. .

'Fur qualmed studunts ur Sec:elariai Skudles
gram for advanced study at New York City Technical Coliege.

* Every fal} the Guidance department in canjuntign with the College Adyisar, hosts more
thait 100 calfege and unlversity Admission’s Personnel at oy Collegc Night. Colleges and
: unlvorsihas pamcfpa(u from afl sections of the counlry. :




WHAT ARE SOME OF. THE !NTERESTING AND CHALLENGIN
SELECTWE (OPT IONAL) COURSE OFFER!NGS AT
NORMAN THOMAS’

A partial listing of ricfm-commnrc]knl_ ’ekour’su m«,:ludu, i

... Business English ) L o Physucs G :
" Drama : LT Y Gletime Sports (Advanced Regular)"~
Journalism } . ~ o7 Modsmn Danee (Advanced Reguiarl
Yearbook Ul Team Sports BT
* Honors ’ ST Gymnasties
Advanced Placement English - . Wrestling-Cireuit
PSAT Preparation 7 “Falk and Square Danc!
Beginning Band © v gl mnastics
Junior Band . 0 Tap.
“"“'Senior Band N L ‘" -Jarrand Disco 7
Criminaf Justice ’ -7 P Body Building and Condmomng
Advanced Placement Social Studxez -~ 'Racquet Sparts
Pre-Calculus - 270 “Physieal Education Leadm Clan
Chemistry . ; Sl L.eadership (Schoot Service} :

WHAT 18 OUR GUlDANCE DEPARTMENT LIKE'

We hove' s fuu~ume staff of {ive expenanced counselou nnd ‘one Coliege Admmr 0o work
‘with students. ‘We employ an Ommbus Colinsaling model whare 3tudents are alphabeticaily
assigned to a counselor for: the ‘anitire: time whila a1 Norman Thomus Evary student s seen
-an”an individual baiis twice 2’ vear. Small group‘conferem:es are held wuh all nudanu at
: leau twu:e par semester, < . ]

HOW CAN I APPLY TO NORMAN THOMAS HIGH SCHOOL .

Srudems in grada e:ght of imermedme nnd ]umor high xchoals and in grada nlnu in ]umor

high “schoot may apply for admission. Students atending grade nine in high scheal
“rnay’t applys 25% of students’admitted annuauy read: above grada |evel 25% rud beww
“ grade !eve[ and 50% read on grade iave s

For-turther Infurmauon you may qomar:t‘v Admlssioni Caordmatur, Norman Thornas High
School; New York, New York“10016. You'may call {212)-632:8310 #xtension 27 betwacn
1he houry ni 12 naon and 2 g Monday through Frldav whlle xchool is in mxion. B

HOW CAN ! BEST SUCCEED AT NORMAN THOMAS HIGH SCHOOLY

"Since thn mhml Ix, i the nverwhelming nurnber of cases; outside.the student’s natghbor- :
hood ‘{we' hava no ‘zoning ‘restrictions and are open to all New. York City residents), a re- :
cord of good ut\endance snd punctuamy take on increased importance

“1n addxtlon our: admtmon nrncedurez are. dengned xa ensure that the studem has a genulne '

interest In-our program, that he or she has some apt!tude 1or our program, and hasnoneed. -

of spectal progrnm: oumde our cumcuxum.

*While we make everv effort o help thuse of our nudemx who are in need of remed;al pro-v.

grams (spproximately 25% of our students are-involved in Title | pro

grams in Reading and
Math, -and: PSEN'programs- in Reading “and Wrumg} ‘we:hove limited Hexibility mgpro‘
gramming: becauss of 'lhe accelerated ‘nature of aur career programs {doiible periods); and
affer . {ew, modified courses In aither commercial or academic areas with few repeat

- classes. Therefore{ithe’student:who isimotivated 1a take responsibility for himself {com-
pleting course ‘assignments ‘satisfactorily.-and- on time, attending:classes-regularly, seeking - -

academic*help .through: Peer : Tutoring:or: spacial. remedial courses, seekin

g-emotional of.:
social help through Spark-and our Guidance Department,.1aking pérx in nudent activities
and school Hf:),wnll be uucceu at Norrnan Thomas High School. it




k West ngh School

ademic comprehensive programs open to Manhattan residents.

Bducational.

Merchandising
ritime  Arts - Deck oy
ftime’Arts”w Engine ‘ : R TR

‘551on criteria and procedures

«udents are chosen by random computer selectlon for the academlc}ccmpreh nsiv
rogram. For all other programs, selection is based. solely on a re
h school appllcatlon. There are notests or 1nterv1ews. e

Due to the technicél natuﬁe of the*progréms,"‘attehdancexiS”very important. Over
SFabsenceS“is“considerea”excessive.j‘Student’s“pridrity‘choice”is”aISO“imp0ftant.
Student ranking Park West as 5th, 6th or 7th choice is not as likely to be ranked
as'someone who chooses a program as 1st, 2nd or 3rd choice. For av1atlon, electronics
ooklng for about an 85 average with. high grades in . science courses... In the com-
puter science program, looking for higher than 85 grade average with high marks in
ath. Will consider female applicants w1th lower grades who. are applying toitradi-
ionally male programs to help achieve better balance of ‘genders. Automotlve program
as- fewer ‘applicants, "so applicants with 80 averages have good chance. ~

L,IMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

LEP is available in Culinary.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special education is available in Computer Science and Culinary.

Available | Total

Program Grade Seats : Applicants Offers
Automotive 9 35 600 278
10 30 305 151




Park West H.S.

Program

Grade

A58

Available
Seats

Appliééﬁts

Total ..

offers. |

Aviation

100
30

983
514

411

i 2l o

Baking

40

133

106

Computer Science

10

155
70

2,613
1,154

840 . .. . -
455 .o

Cooking/Catering

10°

50

256 |

Electronics

10

" 35
35

380 -

,xy272

177

Exploratory Maritime .

20

;éb:u,

67

Maritime Arts - Deck .

10

15

38

Y. S

Meat Merchandising

10

15

S 16 1

15

cw:17m~«:r‘v~

50

259 .
24 oo

143
84

. '  627?f =1,

a7

. f_”:gbé(‘;iailgaﬁéétibg IR

37

: .:22'2'T;: Pl

56
.50




AS59

1th ‘Bronx High School

51dents‘

(UCATIONAL OPTION" PROGRAM

gual Busmness Educatlon and Computers‘ﬁ

551on crlterla and procedures

”l catlons are . channelled toithe hlgh school from local 1ntermed1ate :
ols. students are accepted baged on reading:and math:scores.: Atten—,,-»w
nce-is also: 1mportant., The school ‘utilizes the 25-50+25" readlng level
ysﬁem.x Tests are not requlred for: adm1551on o educatlonal optlon

‘ITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY .
LEP is avallable.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

”pe01a1 educatlon is: avallable.

‘Grade . i)io-Seats, il Apblicanfs”

Bu51ness Educatlon‘and;m'
Computers B

'jAcademic Comprehensive 9

Special Education
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Townsend Harris High School at Queens College

Screened school open to all New York City residents, founded in 1984.

Admission criteria and procedures

There are two steps to the admissions process.

The first step is to pre-screen all appllcatlons. Ax 901nt formula 1s used.
with applications receiving up to a maximum of 30 p01nts.‘ Factors a551gned point
values include grades in the 5 major subject areas, reading and math scores,
‘whether students have taken honors courses and whether. they have taken majors
in art or music if available at their school or have at least'taken eléctives
in these: ‘subjects. ' ‘The 800 students with the highest points are then: invited
to an inteérview:conducted by a team of:one'present staff: member-and one:member
of"the alumniassociatiornis 25 7to: 30.interview. teams conduct: iterviews: over.
5 evenings./“They ask studehts why they ‘are ‘interested:in the school, how: they
‘define ‘the term humanities, and what their extracurricular: interests are. -
They are looking for students "who can express themselves.” Students are
-asked to compose.an essay on the same evenlng as their interview: 'The topic
" one year was “The Person YouAdmlrebkEt and Why." Essays are graded by
Queens College. :

From these 800 1nterv1ewees, 200 seats are filled. Whether a“stﬁaeht'iS'7*"
.selected depends partly on the interview and essay. and partly on: the -overall,
,.composxtlon of the enterlng class which must be 50% white and 50% black,
Hlspanlc and Asian. Moreover, the school may not fill seats w1th more than
o . ”school students withineach Queens high ‘'school zone, e.g. +they may not
'take ‘more ‘than 7 students who are’ zoned to attend Cardozo. This is an instruc-
~tien from the High School-Division: The Office of- Zoning & Integration has
fourther Ainstructed the school to take no more than 7 students zoned to each
'academlc comprehen51ve high school in the other boroughs. ‘There are noﬂk” '
similar restrictions in the number of private and parochial students they 4
may take from each hlgh school zone but no more than 25% of the enterlng class
may be from prlvate or parochlal schools. ' RS EE I NERSE :

StudentS“from each'high school'zone must be - accepted-in-the same racial balance
at the.zoned high school. 'Thus, e.g. when choosing among appllcants zoned in,
the Cardozo zone, they must select 3 minority students and 4 white students.
The race of the student is not on the appllcatlon they receive but is noted

at the interview.

The school has not been permitted to accept students into the tenth grade.
This was a policy of the High Schoeol Division and the interviewee could not
explain the reason for the policy. The school wants to accept students as
tenth graders especially since at present they have no way of filling the
seats left vacant by students who choose to exercise their option of returning
to their zoned school after one semster. 150 students applied for seats as
tenth graders in the fall of 1984 based on the preliminary list of applicants



: A6l
wnsend Harris»H.S;

celved by the school, but the High School Division computer system. weeded .
ut\these students and Townsend Harris did not recelve thelr appllcatlons.

Leens College and the Alumnl A55001at10n of the prev1ous Townsend Harrls
gh School, which operated at City College until 1942, play an "advisory™”
+ not "supervisory" role at the school.

ther comments

i

exYe are no requlrements that the school tahe appllcants from every feeder
school and, because of the other requlrements, 1t would be difficult to do so.
me “middle schools feed into 4 or 5 high schools and ‘students applylng from
ose schools have a better chance: of: gettlng in‘*because, theoretically® at:
ast, Townsend Harris would be permitted to ‘accept:as many -as: 35 students o
om that one feeder school. On the other hand, if a middle school feeds into
y one zoned ‘high school, the most: students that could be accepted Fromithat
ddle school would be 7 and only then 1f no student were accepted from any

ther feedsr School in that hlgh school zone.

udents in districts that do not send in many appllcatlons, e. g. District 22
'ooklyn, also have a better chance of being accepted because they are competlng
ith a smaller number of appllcants.

erall, 100 seats are filled with Quééﬁé public school .
thAQueens private school: students and the remalnder 15 fllled‘by tud
‘rom other boroughs.

me junior high schools in Queens’ have strongly dlscouraged thelr elghth‘
raders from applying because they w1sh to keep these students ln the Junior
igh school in the ninth grade.i‘. B e

The inverviewee noted that he receives 1nstructlons on adm1551ons pollcles

rom three different sources -- the ngh School Division Office, the Office of
‘High School Adm1551ons, and the Office of Zonlng and Integration. He strongly
ecommends that the instructions the school is supposed to follow be committed
“to writing and available to the publlc 50 that they are clear to parents,
‘students and feeder schools and so that it is clear where the instructions - -
emanate from. The school has come under fire for rules not of its maklng.‘ He
would particularly like to see a wrltten POlle on appllcatlons to the tenth
‘grade.

The interviewee has heard that the policy prohibiting the school from considering
students applying to the tenth grade was to be changed, but as of September 20,
1985 the school had rece1v1ng nothing in writing to confirm or specify what the
new policy would be.‘

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Three limited English proficient students received offers for the fall 1985
~entering class.. Two.turned . the school down and one who accepted the offer was
held back by the middle school.

|
|
|
i
x’
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Townsend Harris H.S.

SPECIAL’ EDUCATION

 The school accepted one student for the fall 1985 enterlng class Who 1s
now attendlng. : cr - : £ : feiias

Program =~ . .| Grade ' Seats Applicants | Offers

IntéhsivegAcademic e asEe 2,073 0 |° 374

Special Education - . | 9 o oocas con] g e s

*199'eeétsbwere actually filled.
**Nosoffersyafter;first_round..
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BOARD OF EDUDAT%CJN CITY OF WNEW YDP{K
TOWNSEND HARPIS HIG CHﬂDL

AT QULETTIS LC‘LLEDE
75-40 PARSDNS BLVD. FLUSHING, NEW YORK 113686.-1038

. Br. Malcolm G, Largmsnn, Principat . Telephone: (716} 9689-1433

‘September 24, 1385

Ms. Janet Price

Advocates for Childrcn

24~16 Liridge Plaza South

Long Island City, New York 11101 ‘ < : "

Dear Ms. Price,

I‘would'1ﬁké"t67ap§éﬁd*the‘féiibwing remacks to the
report that you”prepared;after our discussion,last week:

Item I: On Sahurday, SQpLGHbCr 21, 1985, we receiven u££1c1al
) "notification from the Lirector of thie High Sclivel
Divisjon that we*would be required to ‘take entering:
A0th. graders. for the coming year. . This notification

was made at the fiigh School Fair, and will le follow- Tl

up with a wrltten dlrectlve from the Righ School® T :

Bivision.™

Itein IX: - Paragraph 2, page 2: I did not state that s,udcnts
. : S from districts sending fewer applications had a better

.chante of belng aCCpred into the school. I~ sLated‘
“that there weére somz districts-(ly and 11 1u‘Li
22 in Brooklyn) that sent fewar appllhatlon

~addition, . I stressed that fewver appllcatlou.

less competition for seats in our sclieoli ) S B
of selection remain the sanc throughont, however: some SRR T ey
districts inadvertently limit the coupetition hy'generating S
fewer applications. A student in one of these Gistricts . o
does not stand a better chance of ‘being selested for an e ’
invitation to our &chool. = It siwply ~scang that there is
the possibility that there may be fever gualified students .
to select Lrom in such a district,

Item III: It was agreed last year ‘that a series of instructional

' guidellnes would be issued by the tigh School bivision in .

concert with OZI. ‘il school would respect those guidelines - .
as part of ‘the selection process. All parties involved had . :
ayreed to a preliminary meeting that would take place. before
the actual screeniny process began. %This meeting would pro-
duce the necessary yuidelines. . . .

Please include this document with your report. Thank you!

Sincerely,

772.,{1”6'»& / roapita i/

Malcolm M. Rossman : .
‘Assistant Principal . \
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.- ZONED. SCHOOLS WITH UNZONED .

'BOROUGH OR CITYWIDE PROGRAMS
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Abraham Lincoln ngh School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Zoned academic comprehensive high school with educatlonal optlon programs,
1open to Brooklyn. residents. ‘ S

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAMS

Institute for Professions in Science
Pre~-Veterinary Science and Animal Care

Admission criteria and procedures

'Reading and math scores, grades and attendance are considered.: Tateness is
ralso'a factor. Extenuating circumstances are required if a student ‘with ex~
cessive absences is.to’'be’considered. . Since these are Science ‘programs,
math and science grades are very important. -Students withFUsare rarely
given,consideration;  A student!schoice 1s -also Very'lmportant'

No testlng or 1nterv1eWS are requlred '

“LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

LEP is avallable.“ Seat count is unknown.

,SPECIAL EDUCATION

fSpec1a1 educatlon is avallable in the educatlonal Qp

= ' { Availablevfil B ] Total

Program - - | E ‘ -~ Grade Seats . | Applicants | Offers
Pre-Veterimary Science | o | 150 | = 993 | 263
and Animal Care 10 50 360 102
‘FInstltute for Profe551ons B 9 | 150 ] 1,843 2 ﬁf _ 275
in Science ; 0 50 : 721~ ‘ 115
Special Education 9 & | a2 |8
10 4 o2 L3
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Benjamin N. Cardozo High School
Bayside, N.Y.

Zoned academic comprehensive high school with-an educational option program
open to Queens residents.

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Da Vinci Science-Math Research Institute’

Admission criteria and procedures

- Criteria- for evaluatlng -applications include math and:reading scores,
.- attendance, and’'grades. .The highest. scoring: students in each category,
. -wusing.the: 25-50~25 formula, are admitted: A student with over 20 absences
cxis mot.reviewed favorably. :In:addition,-a student's order of preference
is given: considerable weight. A student listing Cardozo-as 14 is not likely
to be considered. ‘

There are no tests or 1nterv1ews requlred for entrance 1nto the educatlonal
option program. S s e

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Not available in educational option program.

SPECTAL EDUCATION

Special education is available, -

oy

-Available e Total

Program . : o Grade Seats =~ Applicants Offers
Da Vinci Science-Math 9 : .. B5 - 1,279 95
{ Research Institute 10 54 o 683 102
: - special Education 9 14 : 47 - 23
? _ v - ' 10 - 9 - , 24 20

SEE ATTACHED BROCHURE DISTRIBUTED BY SCHOOL.,




~Institute will

abiht:es. : :
those admtted will finction on grade
“level,  25% will. function above grade
“level-and. 25% below, " Most+inportant;

:are o interested. !’ in
t»technlques, thinking ‘things -out, and
suinvestigating -+ scientific. and

Care encouraged to apply.

What Grade Must I Be In?
Students -in--their- Bth grade - in

Geographxc Zone?

To Meet'. ln The Program”
= -

La ke e Ebs 2

_Fifty percent: (508) of

rallr students who are highly motivated:
=in scxence -and{or rmthematms, who: o7
‘research’

" mathemtical puzzles sand: phenomena

Do 1 Have S lee In"" drdozo's

. Up to one hundred (100) students"‘ :

What Mlmmm Rqu:rements Wil] 1 Havef ‘

*Statmtxcs

.will  be
’ research paper/pro;ect at the end of

. .Program - for .Studeﬁts
" Grade-bevel in ‘Reading

S ade = FAST Program
‘f(Foundatmnal Approaches in Science

,Dx ffusion Netwnrk
. program. ’

ranechal :lasses‘-

: Caregrg -

) and/or mathemtics

Mith' ‘relééazv"nﬁ{ students will be

"e;cﬁecteti to take:

5 yearsr of Mathematics

3 years, _of Sciences  (to
include physms) ‘ .
Corputer

27 'yeafs 'of
K I years of Research class
and lab \

"Sclences .

?i year of Prcbabx]ity ‘and

year of Ethlcs in Science
and 'I'echnology

“'All" students, science” and math,
_expected to prepare a

-the freshmn, sophamore,. - ]lIﬂlOZ' and

- seniior_ years.

Below -

‘an exe:rplary “National
mqmry science

= approprlate mathematics

‘\':(e B Pre—algebra or Sequentxa.l Math

- approprxate PREP or

mth gradeja- ' I;i‘_t;pdgé:%i on to Health

- Med1 t;al Kéyboardingl

3 Cm'puter Li teracy

e onlogy .
- App, ;prxate mthermhca

U 1lth | grade - Medical Office
Assisting.

Mechcal Lab 'I‘echmques
Appropriate

-science

= Corputer science




12th grade - Patlent Care
~ Medical Office
" Internship
-~ Appropriate sclence
_.and/or math electives

Technolqu

_ ,,Prqggram for Students On Grade Level =~
" 9th _prade -~ 'IFS {Introduction to.
- PEysical Science) or FAST Program .-

- Appropriate mathema~
tics (e.g. Sequential Math I)

10th grade - Regents Biology

-.Appropriate mathematics. };' ‘
- Camputer Science (Bas;c)v: o

- S ~ Bwlogical Lab
Techniques

11th grade
‘Regents Fhysics

= Appropriate mathemtics
‘ U= Corputer Séience
(Pascal) L IR

: - = Sclence laboratory

" 12th . prade - Regents . P'h}sics or..
Regents Chemistry .
- Appropriate mathemtics’

. Advanced ' Placement -
) Sciance andlor Mathematics

- Ethxcs m Scxence and_

Technology ;
R Beaearch Seminar

What Happén&»lf I hni;lnterested .inp'

classes for -
- Ethics in Science and " will be proposed to build students' &

... Research? -

i:Historyy - Econmucs, .oT - the Other
~Social Scxences?

- _schedules -below, - there: many
‘opportunities to takev.electlves or to -

", .make- chdices, éspecially -in the upper

~be flexible, “and: work with  students
Regents Chanistry or

. Health Careers Technology?.

"'interests can change. Students who
develop greater interests in related
‘areas can take' courses in laboratory o

 flexibility. . Students: have corhined

Ihe Program But % Math Or" Science
Bac.kground 5 Not ‘The Strongest" :
‘Students who are motivated by

and  an.’
interast in research n mathemtics

the Program description

or - the 'sciences are encouraged to

apply. "Those students whose math and '
science backgrounds show the need for .
support will receive, in their first
-year. in the program, two perigds ofFi Y

Biology or Mathematics' (rather than
the “usual  one"

up* their leaming a.nd _study skills.

“regearch i in- scigch and‘:;;mtvhmtics

ear Y
. programand " ‘performing,

*r;«:What Are the .. Possxble Careers the
~ Research
. medents For?:

period), ' ‘This = ;,-students to. meet.

wirvadditional el ti
class time will help build | " mathematical

¢

What Happens I1f - I Have Trouble medicine, . englneering, physicist,
Understanding My Math Or Science? actuary, laboratory = technician,
There will be special tutorial crypoanalysis, conputer  science,

historian, social scientist, a.nd

.. teacher of science or math.

x vMedical Office Assisting prepares
- students for positions in phy-
sxchms' ofﬁccs, hoapna}s.
clinies, ‘and - health - mmintenance
.organizations. : .

studen' 5 who have.

difficulties,” ~Also, sutmer programs’

skills.

Can ' 1. Take Both Scxe.nce ‘and Math'“
s Can 7] do -Research ~in

- As you can .see frr.m the model

grades.. The:Reseatrch’ Institute will

on the ‘basis of ;,th'e»ir 'interests and
abxllties. (s : g

What lel Happen 1f I Start Out  In
The Research Program But Develop A
Greater  Interest . In_ Science - and

"1t " "1s - understandable thai

technology, medical office assisting, " =% -
physics of  technology . and. other
COMESES. - o e e

'Can I Be Ifvolved . In Other School.
" Programs 1. 1 Am In The Tesearch
O,

o
Yes!  There is = great degree of

a4 research
, ts, they
have been in the, research program and and
in the Law Program. :

et HEN]AMIN CARDQZD HIGH SCHOOL
e U 67-00,2238d Street
Bayaide. ‘New York 11364
L (718} 6314880

BEETRAM L LINDER
: Princlpal

. : ~GEQORGE ROSENBERG
Anmunl Prlnc[pal for Pupll Parsonnel Seivices

Prepare ‘

: Program lg_i__ght

" FRANK B, VENEZIA
Assistant Principal for Organization
work. Posszble : : . ,
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1shwick High School
‘Qbklyn, N.Y.

ned - academlc comprehen31ve high school w1th educatlonal optlon program,
n-to Brooklyn residents. : o P

DUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

rdoklyn Academy of Business Studies

dmlss;on criteria and procedures

wlck seeks dependable, . solid students. Students with 80 grades.in .

1ish and math are considered . favorably. A student with 43 absences is con-
ered risky. - Bushwick is not looking for geniuses. . Low scoring. (math/
ing scores) students are. not necessarily without hope of gettlng 1nto the
gram. A student's choice is 1mportant. Bushw1ck seeks. student ‘
g interest in busmness.
e accepted.

Vere are no tests or interviews. Interviews are not raéﬁiredhfor the .
ducational option program. However, if a student were to request one;
may be granted. ThlS has never happened ‘to” date.

IMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

P availsble in educational option program.

SPECIAL, EDUCATION

tpepiel education is available in the educational option program.

N ‘ Available fdﬂ;ri | Total

‘?ibgram b . ' Grade ©  Seats »hur i ppplicants |- Offers
%Brooklyn Academy of 9 75 1,124 | 136
~ _ Business Studies, .. 10 ) 25 ToR46 L LR DB
Special Education 9 ) 6 . 96

10 4 ; 31
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Christopher Columbus High School
Bronx, N.Y.

Zoned academic comprehensive high school. Columbus offers an'educational
option program, the Medical Sc¢ience Instltute, Whlch is® open to re51dents
*of the Bronx. 0 :

’_EDUCATIONAL'OPTioN PROGRAM

MedioaleScience Institute

Adm1551on crlterla and procedures

.The* program 1ooks for students they believe have the potential for success
o ln the program. They éxamine the applicants' past history and:'performance.
A student ‘with n1nety~seven absences may not be as successfuliapplying as
' a“student with no-absences.  The' program selects students from coples of

iappllcatlons sent from central adm1551ons : o : ‘ = o

‘There are no 1nterv1ews or exams for this program. The program must select
students from every dlstrlct 1n the Bronx, not only thelr own. dlstrlct.

’*fLIMiTED ENGLISH PROFICEENCY

fEngllsh as a Second 1anguage 1s avallable.fi

'SPECIAL EDUCATIDN . o
st amlng, etc.;determlned,by spec1a1 educatlon department

“Available - | R 4 potal .

:;ErogreﬁJ Grade "Seats Applicants Qffers
Medical Science Institute | .. 9 . 75 981 121

' R SO S 10 . 25 . 525 | 56
Speoialeducation ; = 2 4 ,n : ;f7éd5m f;!‘ 8
O PN ECY S T UG N w0 b2 L2513
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Erasmus Hall High School
EBrooklyn, N Y.

rZoned academic comprehen51ve high school. Erasmus offers screened programs
in Art, VocalNMs1c~ InstrumentalMu51c, Dance - and Drama to nlnth and tenth
grade students. Open to resrdents of New York clty.,

SéREENED PROGRAMS
Vocal Mu51c ‘ , , ]
Instrumental Music ; 7 o e v o )

~Drama

Admission Criteria-and Procedures

Primary criteriom is talent. Standardized math and reading test scores are
considered. They don't want students ‘who are failing all their subjects.
ttendance is important, although exceptlonal problems, such as severe 111ness,
are taking into consrderatlon. : i

“audition is conducted by the program coordinator. Every appllcant gets‘to
dition; "if they are absent, sick or unable to audition, they are;g1vé' an-
other opportunity. Applicants must fill out a form before the aud1t~ :
¥égarding their interests and background. BAuditions are similar for all
programs. For example, vocal students must sing two SElectlons,,art‘studehtS‘
must provide six examples of their work. In the application process, most

veight is given to the audition. There is no written test for these programs.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICTENCY

LEP students msy be accepted in instrumental,-danceiand art screened programs
if'they perform Well at the audltlon. They may not participate in drama or
vhcal programs. - ST

YSPECIAL EDUCATION

fThere is. no modlflcatlon of criteria for the screened programs for spec1al
.education students, they must have talent.

o \ e ; ‘ Aﬁailable" e e
Program .o .| Grade. | Seats | .Applicants.
‘Art ool e s T2
s | B T T R 140
Dance 9 H 50 o 874 33
10 50 179 -9
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Erasmus Hall H.S. :

Available I . Total
Program Grade Seats Applicants = | . Offers.
Instrumental Music ‘ 9 50 314 57
e Coler s v 10 1 o250 B 92 g 11”"'
Drama I ¢ | s0 425 | 38
10. 50 125 . | . 1s.
Vocal Music v 9 75 545 o929
10 75 157> : - __19
Special Education 9 12 155 21
' : : 10 ~12 - 57 5
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‘vaﬁderkChilds High School

Zoned academic comprehensive high school with an educational option program
in athletics, sports. and health, open to Bronx residents. The school also
ffers screened programs in creative writing, fine arts, theatre arts’ and

BUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM
CASH (Careers in Athletlcs, Sports and Health)

dm1531on crlterla and procedures

Chool trles . select appllcants who have ranked the program as thelr flrst,
econd .or third choice. They prefer students. who have expressed an lnterest
n the program. Moflvatlon is 1mportant.

~rades are not ‘as 1mportant as exces51ve absences and 1ateness.wwaww»-~~~aw

There are no exams or 1nterV1ews for thls program.

SCREENEDMPROGRAMS»

reatlve ertlng

dmission criteria and procedures

similar for all programs.

iStudents have the option to develop profe551onal talent, but they are not re-
quired to reach such high standards. The program is insterested in students
‘who W1sh to enhance thelr enjoyment of the arts.. et :

uThere is a- lot of Welght glven to grades, absences and - latenesses: students
with too many unexcused absences and latenesses may not be accepted. Border-
line cases may be given a break. Every applicant is interviewed and must
audition. Interviews are conducted by teachers of the specific disciplines.
Phey are looking for the seriousness of the student through the content.of

the interview. The interview has more weight than the audition. The audltlon
is conducted at the same time as the interview. Art students should brln a
portfolio of their work, which will be examined for balance, perceptlon,ylnter—
pretation, creativity and technique. Music students must brlng a piece of music
and will be given a selection to read on sight. However, desire is more: :
important than skill. For example, the applicant's vocal quality is not con-
sidered above their interest. A student who can't play an. instrument may be
ranked higher than a student with a poor attitude who can play well.
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Evander Childs H.S.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

English as a second language program is offered by the school. 'ﬁEP applicants
are tested the same as other students. Other students assist LEP students with
verbal communication.

'SPECIAL EDUCATION |

Interviewee claims that special education students have attended screened .
programs with great results. Mainstreaming assessed by special education
:department. RIS S e

~ available | [ Total
Program N © I Grade Seats Applicants ~{ Offers

10 ‘ 30 . 349 ' 160

Fine Arts o [ - NE B R ] RN 7 LRt RS b b F R RTINS RO 1s SRR
10 34 92 12

Creative Writing 9 34 347 oooniuf A3
' 10 40 119 SOOI

o oMusic , 9 60 459 a5

Theatre Arts : 9 30 281 | 15
~ 10 | .35 o112 9

Special Education B E : TR TR [t SETERE PR S R S
‘ . : 10 6 49 0
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. Far Rockaway High School
':Queens, N.Y.

" ‘Zoned academlc-comprehen51ve high school w1th educatlonal optlon and
-screened - programs, - open to all Queens’ reSLdents.

’;EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

CHumanities- and Arts
Medical Careers Program
Pre-Englneerlng

AdmlSSlon criteria and procedures

all students,whO'apply are admitted unless their;reading scores are 'so
poor as to ‘'suggest ‘that they would be unable to function. :

Other comments

. Students who llve in other parts of the city generally transfer in the second
semester because of traveling time. Because of the school's. 1ocatlon on the
penlnsula, 1t is dlfflcult to £ill all the ‘seats in the program :

SCREENED PROGRAM

_ Pre-Engineering

Admission criteria and procedures

Selection.based soleIY'bn‘teGiew'ef application. The vast majefity'of appli-
A.cants’are accepted. All acceptances for this fall were in £irst round.
There was no waltlng llSt. : -

*LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Scheool has a bilingual program for Spanlsh—speaklng students and an Engllsh
as a Second. Lanuage program.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Programs in Medical Cateers and Humanities and Arts.

Available : o /;f Total

Program Grade Seats ‘Applicants | Offers

Pre-Engineering 9 g0 | 143 - - |.-110
10 40 82 70

Medical Careexrs Program 9 © 200 446 300
10 70 188 110
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Far Rockaway H.S.

Available | ; '.ii:‘?afal
Program Grade Seats Applicants | Offers

Humanities and Arts 9 80 147 66
: : 10 20 o 84 e 27

Special Education 9 o | 38 | .15
: : 10 o RS e S D X

*No offers made until third round.

SEE ATTACHED BROCHURE DISTRIBUTED BY SCHOOL.
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' BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE CITY OF NEW YORK

FAR ROCKAWAY HIGH SCHOOL

BAY TWENTY-FIFTH STREET N CREST BOULEVARD

FAR ROCKAWAY 7-8000

s 23 e
S
i




A76

Colrected ver51on received
" from Far Rockaway

Far Rockaway High School ;5,_e;'
Queens, N.Y.

Zoned academlc comprehen51ve hlgh school, with educational: optlon and
screenad programs, open to all Queens residents.

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Humanities and Arts
Medical Careers Program
Pre—~Engineering

Adm1551on crlterla and procedures v %

VAll ‘students who apply are admltted

in Readlng, 25% below level in Readlng.~“

Other comments

Pre-Engineering -- students should be: -grade level in mathematics.

- Admission criteria and procedures

Selection based soieiy4on review of éppliégﬁionx?"The vést majoxity of appli-
cants are accepted. w31 Most acceptances: for this fall were in first round.
There was no waiting llst.» :

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

School has a blllnqual program for Spanish-speaking students and an English
as a Second Language program. After School Occupational Education Programs
in Computers, Health Careers, and Law will begin this term for these students.

SPECIAL “EDUCATION

Program in Medical Careers and Humanities and Arts.




FAR ROCKARAY ‘HIGH SCHOOL C : S Dmm,mmcmm’

- MBGNET PK)GRAMS {For eligible s‘a;dents who reside within and outsxde the Far Rockaway
. High School zoneandwho live in Queens).

‘PRE-H\‘GDIEBRM, TE‘J}WI(‘AL PROGRIM
AIM: The program is designed to prepare students for technical or pmfessim\al careers
in Engmeering or Science. " These students would have the option -after graduation of full-
eime studydn.a college or techpical :mstitute, or part-tma s’cudy, wn:h a Job. ut:.lizing ‘
the: skills leamedi: SR :
"DESCRIPTIONT A core grogram in SCienoe Matherma‘:ms4r Engineermg, Draftmg'. a.nd special:
shops 1s designed to give each student ‘an m—depth experience as preparation for a career .
utilizing modern technology. - The program is designed to px:ov:.de four years of Mathanatxcs L
: (including use of the carputer] , and three years of Mechanical Drafting.  Each sequehce *.- -
of courses is designed to provide the student with a trad;tmnal high school wur;ation .
as well as advanced preparation for success in engineering colleges and industyy.iBn
elaborete group of shops, laboratories, drafiing rooms, a conputer center, and the
cexpertise of trained faculty members will facilitate an enriched progream. for students,
 CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION: Students ave expected to demonstrate mathematical proficiency .
and ‘are Yequired to read at or above grade level.*’ Purther information’ canbeohtamed
“by callingMe. FoiCohn' (Assistant Principal, Mathematics) at/'Far RocKaway ngh Sclrm
‘FAT-6000,: Applications ave:due to.your school coungelor: by November st SRR
“rhis decision will be made after an e:mmxanon of the record by Adzr&ss:.ona Gcmm teed.
+ HEALTH 'CAREFRS -~ GERENTOTOGY 'PROGRAM &%
ATM: To prepare students for various health careers mcludmg medicine
'DESIGN: . The program will be. mxltx-—leveled in order to prepare’ studeénts
1) En Entxy Ievel jobs 'mmdiately tpon high school graduamm, 2} “pdmission to a pre-
medical “progran. ata foir year-college or university.. & Fi ‘
DESCBJIPI‘I &Sjtudentswilltakeasclemecoreofsmeral& Bi
Intmdm:tmn ‘to ‘Health Careers sychology. . They will choose from
thosa’ ‘offerings: ‘which best mest their individual heeds.- Physxcs Lol
Anatemy-and Physiclogy, Brergency:Medical Tech:; Health Assisting;
. Becreational Leadership, Medical Office Procedures, Medical Laboratory Technique and
more.” A culmination of course work will be on-site clinlcal experie.wae»in ‘oo
7 Tacilities in the eleVenth and twelfth grades.
¢, CRITERIA FOR ADMISSICN: Demonstrated interest. Ca@etence in ::eading, math: ar
- Relispility evidenced by the: Student's récord of attendance and px ity
.information can be obtained by calling Mrs, S, Solowon (Bssistant Principal, Scienoe at i
Far Rockavay High School, FA 7-6000. Applicatmns are s to your scmol wmselor hy

ATM:- To afford-students an opportum.ty fcr the ocncent:ated study of, and fcr creatlve
expression in,. ldterature and writing, dance and visual arts, dramatics and misic, and
"those other areas referred to as ‘the humanities' and. Ythe arts’, The school xemm:es c
~'%ill'be used ag well as the cultural resources of the city. The program will providean . .. .
i ity for students with like’ intereststo work  together 'in a progran which will have‘ :
ag its focus ‘the davelppment and encouragement of skills in the humanities. stidents’ will o
.- b able to meet all. requivements.for high school graduation-and college- admission while- oo
'si:mltaneously enridu:ng themselves in-the various creative arts and huwinities stodies.. -
DESIQ% The ‘Humenities and Arts Program will be composed ‘of two separate. blocks of ¢ school :
‘In“the First of these,’ carpnsmg "approximately half of each school day, the stodents
w:.ll be organized as a 'schocl within a schoolt snt:ting. flexibility in programning arxi
= scheduling will afford them the opportimity ‘to meet as a imit for special performances, -
. meetings with visiting artists and creative thinkers, workshops, and field trips to
cultural centers. The second part of each school day will be spent in classes in the
larger school setting. During this'part of the day, the Hunanities and Arts students .
will study: those’ disciplines outside the purview of the program but necessary or desirable
.for high echool graduation and college placement,’ Scxences, Math and E‘creign Language .
study will be included.
CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION: A demonstrated interest in the m:mamties and/or the arts and
an acceptable record of attendance and punctuality. Further infonmation can be obtained
v calling Mr. Schrier (Assistant Principal, Arts) at Far Rockaway High sdml, ‘FA7-6000.
Apphcatians are due to your school cmnse]ﬂr hy Naverber 1st.

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION -about Far Rockaway High sd-ml, interested schools, i.ndlwdnala
and speakers contact Mr. R. Posner, Assistant Prmc:pal Guidance, Far Rmkmy High school,
821 Bay 25 Streert, Far Rockaway, New York 11691 (FA7-6000) . '

Septenber, 19B5
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Forest HlllS ngh School
Forest HlllS, N.¥Y.

Zoned academic comprehenéive'high school. An educatlonal optlon program,
Law and Humanltles Instltute, 1s open to re51dents ‘of Queens

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM :

Law and Humanltles Instltute :

'Admiesion]cfiteria'andyprocedureé -

Applicants' grades, standardized test scores, their rank of fhe“pidgram on
their appllcatlon and thelr general performance 1n school are the major
criteria.: : et Tt s

LIMITED ENGLISHiPROFICIENCY

The educatlonal optlon program con51ders the LEP students score and length
of time- 1n “this’ country, ‘as well as their lnterest in the program-,,(A separate
program; Trainlng in Occupatlons and Languageforlamlted Engllsh Proflclency
Students, is: avallablevln other occupatlonal axeas ) SRR S LS PR :

SPECIAL EDUCATION,’

1 Available. .| .-
| Grade | seats | Applicants |

Offers

Law an vHumanltles S e t”ff' 40 | 1,167 | 63
R Instltute e e A0 e 120 e, e 895 126
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. Franklin D. Roosevelt High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

»Zoned academic-comprehensive high school with- educatlonal optlon program
open to all Brooklyn re51dents. Ciniews et e R S AT SRR

- FDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM e

Business Careers and Computer Technolpgy

Admission criteria and procedures

choices. School looks -at grades; particularly English:and: mathematlcs,
and- at mathematics: test .score because math is important in:computer and:
accounting courses. No preference s glven to:students from; the

LIMITED: ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

ESL program. © Same- crlterla used in ranklng LEPTstudents.u

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Parallel program.

Available ] motal
Seats Applicants Offers

Computer Technology 110 - 34 {1,245

10 . o R -y

“¥No seats were offered- to spec1al educatlon students. untll therthlrd ound:l
One seat was filled in the 9th grade; two in the 10th grade. :
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George Washington High School

Manhattan

Zoned academic’ comprehen51ve “high ‘school, with' seats avallable to out~of~
zone Manhattan residents as space permits. @ vantis ' E : ey

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Business Career Center

Admission criteria and procedures

The salectlon crlterla are Tiberal.”

are* con51dered.

favorably.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENTY. .

,rThere is an LEP component to the Bu51ness Careers Center.

.receive 1nstructlons in their native 1anguage.

_ SPECIAL EDUCATION

ispécialteducation seats are available.

However; the hlghestxscoré is not always takén. -
‘A student with forty tnexplained absences is not:viewed :
' Finally; sa:student's order of: preference is reviewed. ::
,prefer students who wish to attend Washington H.S.

LEP studéhts

© The students ' reading "and :math :scores
Attendance

They»

i 7 Gt : mapinTotal

. Program Gr’adej Sea’tS" - Applicants ER offers
Business Careers Center 9 100 i 291 139
Academic Comprehensive 9 48 285 66
P b e L st s e o v oo e A6 e Yo L—— 47
Special Education g 12 67 18
10 0 57 5
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sned academic high school with educatlonal DPthn program open to Bronx
esidents. (S

CATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

ness and Banking Institute

dnission criteria and procedures

rder of importance, criteria used are'1l) student's: choice, 2) student's’
ing,and math scores, 3) attendance, 4) ethnic and district distribution=--
ow many 'Students from:each:district. School:does not necessarily: select
lghest scorlng students from each testxng category (25* 0~25),«.wu pei

r comments

choolilndlcated that computer Qperatlons made mlstake and acceptanceﬁlette;
sent to the wrong students. A second 1etter as sent'out”tokthes
ts "cor ecting th ’error v

TED;ENGLISH{PROFICIENCY

1n educatlonal optlon,program.

ECTAL EDUCATION

e -criteria as for regular education students.

available | | Total

rogram | crage " Seats | Applicants | offers
Busxness and Banklng 9 .} .. 88 1,250 eles
':Inetltute e 0 34 C 711

Special Education . 9 12 L 97
. 0 o 2T




A81

Herbert H. Lehman High School
Bronx, N.Y.

Zoned high school with an educational option program, Academy for: Computer
Technology, open to Bronx residents. :

EDUCATIONAL QOPTION PROGRAM
Aoademy for Computer Technology

AdmlsSlon criteria and.procedures

Interv1ewee stated that only students. llstlng Lehman as thelr first or:second
-choice are. con51dered Factors considered include types of. courses: taken and

wwattendance records. Lehman is looking for students with grades. above:90. and

hlgh school grade: equlvalent scores:on standardized math tests.- Although
this is an education option program, the interviewee indicated that they are
looklng for 11th and 12th grade readlng scores. R

,d for entrance 1nto the program.‘ However, pre—screenlng
interviews are conducted.” 500 to 600 students are sent 1nv1tatlons for an
interview. 350 to 400 students are actually interviewed. Interview questions
include: hobbles, school service, why computer programming, future plans. All
students interviewed are ranked but order of ranking depends -on-a- combination
of thelr academlc records and their ability to answer questlons at the intexr-
view.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

"INot avallable in educatlonal optlon program

SPECIAL _EDUCATION

educatlon component avallable.

Available | - © 1 potal

Program% Grade Seats Applicants | Offers
vAcademyﬁfor;Computér 9 40 2,952 72
Technology < 10 60 1,383 106
Special Education 9 5 236 7
’ 10 10 49 4
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cr'st High School

»REEﬁED-PROGRAMS

aotiél Nursing
tal Office Assistant

ission criteria and procedures

Vpllcants to the” Pre-Medlcal program must take an examination. JIn order. to
ke the examination, a student must be reading on grade level and have a
point average of 80% or better. Eighth grade applicants who receive
op 100 scores and ninth grade appllcan s who receive the top 50 scores
offered seats in’ the program Interviewee ‘would not reveal name or . .

pllcants w1th average of- 80% or better are el;glble for Practlcal Nursing
Dental Office Assistant prograns. Youngsters are selected base 'ontthell
des and attendance. Both programs take” only -10th graders.i :

SDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

s Career Instltuteb
heatre Arts

dmission criteria and procedures

ungsters are selected based on their grades and attendance. There is no
reening process (i.e. audition, review of a portfolio), ’

IMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ‘ , |

ere 1s an BESL program at Hillcrest but not in the screened and educational
ption programs.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

pecial education students who meet the selection criteria for the various ..
creened and educational option programs are accepted.

. Available , Total
DProgram : ’ Grade Seats Applicants. Offers
'Afts Career Institute S 100 .. 345 150

o ' 10 100 - 157 106




Hillcrest H.S.

Program

Grade

A83

Available
Seats

Applicaﬁts

Total .

- Offers

Dental Office Assistant

10

65

1595

70

Theatre Arts

100

100

489

239

144

106

Pre~Medical

100
50

1,943
805

302

86

Practial Nursing

100

403

148

‘special Bducation

25

a5 ;.

g 45

iifsz =
st
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HILLCREST HIGH SCHOOL

160 05 nghlc:nd Avenue . Queens. New York 44432 e Telephone (748) 658-5407

SI§\(EN E_ELDMAN, Principal

September 13, 1985

Ms, Janet -Price ~
. Advocates for Children of New York, Inc.v
24-16 Bridge Flaza South
Long Island City, N,.Y. 11101

‘ Dear Ms Price H

As regards your letter of September 4, 1985 (copy
attached), it would appear to be more appropriate 1f your
: : - Division.at

| :’-Leon: Nissenfeld
Assistant- Prlncipaly ;

LS:rb
Encl.
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‘ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN,

bf New York Inc

24-16 Bndgs Plaza South
Long ls and City,’N Y. 11101

(718) 729- 8866

,uneﬂ.ﬁdn» . . September 4, 1985
Executiva Diractor
MEMORANDUM
TO: Assistant Prih&ipai‘fbr”Gﬁiddngg/HiiiEresi Hiéﬁdﬁdﬁdbl

FROM:® . Janet Price, Advocates for Children .

RE:  Hillcrest's Screened and Educational Option Programs

‘We have 1nd1cated based on our i
of your educational option“or’ ‘screened programs are avalléble to
limited English proflclent students. Please let me know if this
is not correct. - :

Alsc, please 1nd1cate whether the test used for the pre~
med proq an’ wab developed by Hlllcrest. If not, who prepared it?

: Also, - dld Hlllcrest need the approval of a superxntendent
;or other system official in order to use the test? If so, who
approved the test?

Please use the enclosed postpald envelope to respond.

JP:xh
Encs.

Nadicarad in tha nrotertinn of avary vnuina nerenn’s richt to an education
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'Madison High School
lyn, N.Y.

academic comprehensive high school with an educational option program,
: fq:‘Administration and Management, open to Brooklyn- residents only.

TONAL OPTION PROGRAM

y for Administration and Management

,sion criteria and procedures

rs taken into consideration ‘are reading and ‘math" scores;  attendance,
tudents' choice. If a student has more than 15 absences without'excuse,
ospltallzatlon, combined with other factors will likely result in re-
', Moreover, an 8th grade student readlng below 7th grade level w111
'probablllty be rejected.

D ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

IATL, EDUCATION: ¢

1 education is available in educational option program. -

Available ﬁfﬁ‘ i ‘ ’Tctalk
~.Grade - | Seats . | _Applicants Offers

nter for Admlnlstratlon g 12000 3 o

cial Education s 15 126 43
5 10 0 S 0
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BOARD OF EDUCATICN
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

G

p—
"DW?:’:"““ T
314:_ .

JAMES MADISON HIGH SCHOOL H , 3

3787 BEDFORD AVENUE ‘ - o

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11228 g

QLD 4w o, . i

S Wil L, l*m’% :
NORMAN FISHER ' YELEPHONE
PRINCIFAL s7¥.0400
Vit d ,;‘,:' , e H

September 9, 1985

Advocates Féf Children of N.Y., Inc.
24~16.Bridge Plaza South .
Long Island Clty,-N Y.. 11101

AtL:; Ms. Janet Prlce
_Dear Ms. Price:

Enclosed herewith please find a copy of the summary of
your interview with our” school & : :

L Please be advised that under "Admission criteria and -
procedures" the last two sentences are 1naccurate and must be
deleted. i : : e

Jé;éésefaéiete'the fblldwing:

- student has’more than 15 absences without excuse, i.e.

hospitalization, combined with other factors will likely result in.re-
Jectdon. Moreover,wan 8th grade student reading below 7th grade level
will. in all probablllty be reJected "

s incerely,

el [,

“SHEILA COHEN
Agsistant Principal
Pupil Personnel Services

SC/if
Encl.
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ohn Adams ngh School
zone Park, N.Y.

ed academic comprehen51ve hlgh school with an educational optlon program,
Tute for Careers in Sports, open to Queens re51dents.:‘

CATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

titute for Careers in Sports

lelOn crlterla andAErocedures

ough selectlons are made based on the 25-50-25 formula,: students: in. each .
. -are selected across the board W1thout necessarlly selectlng students
the highest scores. Distance from the school is also con51dex ‘
‘tant factor. If a student resides in the Bronx, he/she may be given
Weriranking:thanma student re51d1ng in. Queens.‘ it seems. unreallstlc to
students from the Bronx t ’ in. ‘
1.z John Adams:-also. seeks.
ed for-the:incoming: class,,
e above factors are taken

ol selection. Junior hlgh ‘school counselorsdonktihav ”ﬁhe:
counsel students on the varlous programs available t 'them

MITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

ts. are available in the educatlonal optlon program

PE IAL EDUCATION

eats. are avallable 1n the educatlonal Optlon PrOgram, sy

Available . 1 Total
Grade | - Seats’ - | Applicants | Offers

‘étitute'for Careers: e 9 - Bo.. . { 522
~in Sports , = 10 0 | 170

pecial Eaucation ~  — | -9 | a2 | e |
. B 10 » . s ) 26 :
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John Bowne High School
Flushing, N.Y.

'Zoned academlc comprehen51ve hlgh school

The school offers screenéd programs
in agriculture. : : g Sodasii

SCREENED PROGRAMS

Exploratory Agricultural - Core Program
Introduction to Agricultural Careers

Admission criteria and procedures

JSlmllar fo  both programs. Looklng for students with a genulne 1nterest in:
agrlculture.a f“ '

The school selects students for- program. ‘students ‘aretested through an interest
‘1nventory test, he test was developed by the school and has been: published.

An 1nt"v1ew 1s requlred follow1ng the interest inventory. Interviews are con-
‘"ducted by the staff of the program, who are' looklng for the student £ interest
in the program more than anythlng else. ’ s SRR P

Applicants' standardized test scores are considered in the selection process.
However, grades are welghted less than 20% significance in theaselectlon pro-
ceSS‘*’thtle welght is glven to. absences and 1atenesses.

- LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY I

: The agrlcultural programs accept LEP students and allow them to speak in thelr
1?nat1ve language as much.as poss1ble v TR N

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Spec1al educatlon does their own testing parallel to the procedures.of. the
agricultural . programs. .The same criteria apply to special education applicants
to the program, although they may Pbe modified for individual circumstances.:

Availabie

BT R ’ Total
Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
~‘Introdactlon;to 10 - 75 255 132
Agricultural Careers
Exploratory Agricultural g 100 572 202
Program
Special Education 9 15 ' 36 20
10 8 38 16
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neday High School

7 edkacademlc comprehen51ve hlgh school w;th educatlonal cptlon program
en to Brooklyn residents.

CATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM
inal Justice Program ‘ et T P S P

ssion criteria-and procedures

je) cants are put in one of two stacks. Stack 1 is for students who have
edythe school from 1. to 5., Stack 2 is for. students whovhave ranked the
ool 5 and up. Wlthln each stack students get A ratlngs 1f they. have

ents 1n Stack l are glven moxe favorable ccn51deratlon.

‘ED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

wwailable in: educatlonal optlcn program.

IAT-EDUCATION -

léblel “Admissions criteria are the same as the regular program

Available-
Grade Seats Applicants

iinal Justice - | 9 - 100+ o cfoo 2,807 -
SERENER Y X 0 HNINES SRR g T ‘<f£:,r~1;011,,‘

pecial Education : 9 6 - of 0155 f 1B
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Note: Corrected wersion received

from John Jay.

John Jay High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Zoned academic comprehen51ve hlgh school with an educaL10na1 optlon program,
Crlmlnal Justlce Program, open to Brooklyn resldents. '

"EDUCATIONAL OPTION PRCGRAM

 Criminal Justice Program

,Admissions criteria and procedures

_t ath amdreadl iscores, attendance, achlevement, and student ‘s preference
"are al1fcons1dered “Two stacks are glven BABC ratings. Ratings are based
on grad and” attendance. ‘A (90s), B (805), C (708).  8tack 1 - students

”V”who have ranked the school from 1-57and Stack 2"~ gtudents who have ranked

fﬂthe school 5 and up. Stack 1 students are glven a more favorable con—
'“51deratlon. ' v By 2

Over,20 absences without extenuating circumstances is considered risky.
:There are. no tests or interviews... .. ..

;Opehitcﬁstﬁdehts;with!Limited Eeglish Proficiency}

-»:“LIMITE,,EﬂciiSH*bﬁbﬁxciéNci“

ava;lable in the Criminal Justice Program. Bi-Lingual instruction not
1e in the C.J. Program_ 1 .

.EDUCATION

Spec1a1 educatlon is avallable An. the educatlonal optlon program.. _Aémission
crlterla.are the. same as for the: regular program., ‘

Available S Tctal

Program ~ Grade ‘Seats Applicants Offers
Criminal Justice Program 5 100 175% 2,807 439
: - : 10 50  75% 1,011 267
Special Education 9 : 6 155 18
‘ S B : 10 6 84 18

*Available seats were increased for the incoming '85 class.
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_1a Richman High School

ned academlc comprehenslve high school, with seats available to out-
one Manhattan residents as space permits.

‘school offers an educational option program in practioal nufsing.”“
ight and ninth grade students in intermediate, junlor high and high school
; pply for admission.

school also offers a screened program, Talent Unlimited, open to ail
rki City students talented in dance, drama, ‘stage arts, musical

tre, 1nstrumental and vocal mu51c.

AGATIDNAL OPTION - PROGRAM

despathattendanoe are important, but not critical. There are no inter—':
or exams for this program. - ; i

REENED PROGRAM
ent Unlimted

dmlSSlon criteria and procedures

pen-by -audition to . all New York City students.a‘Portfolio required ‘for -
tudents of fine arts.

IMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

hool offers students with limited Engllsh,proflclency a blllngual program
n Spanlsh and English as a second language. There are few LEP students in
‘he school. : ‘ ‘

SPECIAL EDUCATION

pecial education personnel select and mainstream students.
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Julia Richman H.S.

Available Total

Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
Nursing ’ ‘ 9 160 1,476 . | 323
10 120 1,427 249
~Talent Unlimited b 9 100 732 101
10 150 ‘ 312 62
Special Education 1 g , 10 123 19
‘ 10 10 , 113 12




ayette High school
lyn, N.Y.

4cadem1c comprehen51ve high school w1th an educatlonal optlon’program,
»to Brooklyn residents.

IONAL OPTION PROGRAM

glneerlng and Computexr Instltute

ssion criteria and procedures

51system is used- PrlnClpal and program coordlnator help to rank
‘ts.r Readlng scores, .academic records, and attendance are: all SRolo)s i ER e
Student has a better chance if he/she 1lStS the program as first.«
rth ch01ce.

ts. or 1nterv1ews are requlred for entrance lnto the edu at
-on program.

—ED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

sh as a second language is available in the " school, but not in the
tlonal optlon program.

IAL EDUCATION

al educatlon is. avallable in. the educatlonal optlon progran

e yavallable
Grade Seats

=R 5 fgoot

200 o 2,572 | 338
Bae S e
pecial Bducation | 9 5 18
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Louis D. Brandeis High School
Manhattan

Zoned academic. comprehensive high school with an educatlonal thlon program
open to Manhattan residents.

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Academy of Finance

Admission criteria and procedures

Criteria used in evaluating the applications are as follows: math and readlng
scores; grades, attendance, and a student's choice.”  The' top scores are
selected: from each grouping (i.e. scoring below, at,; and above ‘grade level).

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

No LEP component ex15ts." This was the first year of the program

SPECIAY, EDUCATION

Special education is available

- { Available i o] Total .
Program Grade Seats ‘ Applicants™ Offers

Acédemic Comprehensive 9 35 620 44
: 10 1. 40 362 54
Academy of Finance 1 9 65 195 123

* S 10 34 _ : 2l . }. 118
Special~Eduéation : 9 7 62 35
‘ 10 5 98 . 6l
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wood High School. .
klyn, N.Y,

oned hlgh school plus 01tyw1de screened programs run 1n cooperatlon with
rooklyn College.

<aVemic comprehensive program for students in zone.

dm1551on criteria and procedures

tudents in Mldwood feeder schools must £ill out an optlonal a551gnment
plication. They are unllkely to obtain a seat at Midwood unless the
ate it.as: thelr flrst choice, even though it is their zoned '8choo;!
ut: 40% of the- seats at Midwood are -filled.through- the optlonal a531gn~
t process.v The rest are in screened programs. . -

ENED PROGRAMS

edical Sclence Instltute
nltles Program :
e and Performlng Arts.

i:ssion: crlterls and procedures

larﬁfor all programs.k Looklng for “the“b st school that we can get.

p.lcatlons are rev1ewed Looking for test scores above grade level, -honors
el courses:i; Grades are lmportant, especmally ‘in’ courses relevant to the
GLamt.. For the Medlcal Science Instltute, Jlooking for. course. workJJlalgebra
sequential math. In the Fine and Performing Arts,; looking for evidence
course work in music and arts -~ e.g., a vocal music course on transcript.
r Humanities, seeking high grades in English, history and advanced level in
reign language courses. - Latenesses are frowned on. .

he next step iS»the interview. Only 15% of those applylng are granted 1nter—
iews. Most of those interviewed are accepted. It isasmuch a guldance as

creening mechanism to determine how interested the student 1sf1n the pro-
ram, since middle school counselors "don't have enough tim > to reall :
think about whether a school is right for a student.™ At 1nterv1
or "well-rounded" student. Ask about partlclpatlon in extracur cu
ctivities or community service. BAsk whether they play a musc'
and what books they read. Ask about participation in math or:s
f student applying to the Medical Science Institute has not pz
a fair, they ask what project s/he might have done glven the o’

LOther Comments

Medlcal Science program.gets five applications to every one for the other
two programs because it is older and more established. - Seek to haVe repre—
entation from every Brooklyn district plus other areas that send slgnlf;cant




Midwood H.S. a37

number of applications -~ e.g., Lower Manhattan, Bell Harbor and the Rockaways.
Midwood is about 50% white. Claims ratio same for both collegiate and screened
programs. Approximately 40% of the students in screened programs come: from
private and parochial schools.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

Available in collegiate program only.

' SPECTAT, EDUCATION

80-seat magnet program in health careers.

s L L i 1 Available [ ' .| wotal
Program - oot wn o LGrade |- - Seats ‘| Applicants ' | “Offers

Fine and Performing Arts 9 ‘ 50 ©o1,561 47
R 10 30 5880 o b 18

" 'Medical Science Institute 9 179 o A 4p232f;Ai;fi'26Q,
N | 10 80 1 1,750 | 123

Humanities 9 A547 e o pie s 1,374 00 201
Joro | Too | Tses | a3

g o aae T e o aBd e T 33
10 g e 6

_ATTACHED COPY OF BROCHURE DISTRIBUTED BY SCHOOL.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
cwvornewroﬂk,

MIDWOOD HlGH S,CHOOL i
BEDFORDAVENUEANDG‘ENWOODROAD

i BROOKLYN NEWYORK11210 .
asgezoo

HARRISON, PRINCIPAL

Septenber 11, 1565

Ms. Janet Price
Advocates for Chlldren
24«16 Bridge Plaza South,
L'ng Island Clty, New York lllOl

Dgar Ms. Prlce-

reply to _your request: for updating:and correct
your agency will publish, I would llke to make th

1 AdmlSSlon criteria and procedures ‘ ‘

a) The notatlon that 40% of the seats at Midwood are Illled
through the optional assignment process is incorrect. This
number varies from year to year based on the number of appli-
cations we receive. It would be Best to delete the 40% figure.

Mu51c Program.

Slncerely,

Axﬁhur.Daly; :
Assistant Principal
Administration




sdw0@ 1 formsliais
with Brooklyn C@E&@ge

Hidwopd High Schoel, which has had a long-standing tradition uf? eq-

demic excellence and community service, has been designated the :Campus f

* High School at Brooklya College. The Campus School will feature: the

already prestiglous Medlcal Sclence Institute, the equally challenging fE

Humaniries Program, the Humanities-Husic Program, and the Collegiute
Program. Associated with the Campus School 1is s distinquished array

of scholars and community leaders devoted to the advancement of medi— i

cine, the sciences, and the humanities.

Students at the Campus School will profit from a richk and varied cﬁrric— o
ulum, permitting.them to experience career exploration vhich will: facil— :

itate their choices of college and professional scliools

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CAMPUS SCHOOL

*An enriched college and career orientad program leading to high school
Regents endorsed diploma

*Opportunities to utilfize Brooklyn College facilities: and resourceé.“
e.g.y library, Humanities Institute, laboratories, cheetet. recrea-;.
tional facilities o

*Guest lecturers from Brooklyn College visiting szunod Righ Schoal
classes in appropriate curriculum aress

*Where eligible, participation 1n Broakl;n college uummer and veek— 5
end programs . : ’

*Participation In appropriate college cultural znd career programs
at Brooklyn College L : .

*Liaison between student extra cutricular prugrama ar Hidwnod High
School and at Brooklyn College: :

#Senior year: courses at Brnuklyn Collegebéames for qualified szu-~
dents; e.g., Physics, Economics,  Art, Greek, Linear Algebra, Western
Culture : ’ ) -

HIMANITIES: English

CURRENT AND PRDJECTED ELECTIVES TO BE OFFERED IN THE CAHPUS SCHOOL

Iin addicinn tu :ha mauda:ed enriched aequencas in :ha major aubjec: areas,

‘the Canpus Scboal will offer the following el:c:ivan,
o :iSCIENCES Biomzdical Geaerics, Henxtologya LAboratory Health Techniques,

Science Besearch Projects; Photoalcrography, and Medical Il-.
luscration, Psychobiology, Astronmomy, Meteorology, Advanced
Flacement Biology, Advanced Placement” ‘Physicsa, Advanced Place-
menr Chemiatry. Bacteriology; Orgnnic Chemistry, Physinlogy,
Science Workshap, Experimental Paychnlagy, Int;cduc:ion to
Engineering, Emergency Hedical Care

::HAIHEKATICS Enriched Machematics Curriculum, including. Pre—Calculus

Machematics, Advanced Plécement Calculus, Computer Programmiag,
Probebility and Scatiscice, Hathematical Analysis, Mathematics
Rezestch Projects, and a Medical Sclence Mathematica Core
Social Srudies Forefgn Lanpuages
Creativa Wricing Constitutionsl Law French

.. Hass Hodia Aslau Studiea ‘Spanish
- Journalisw : Govt ¥odel Congrese . Ltsllan
The Modern Kovel Community Service . latin
. Film Arcs Japanese History and - Japanesa
Horld Claasics Culture © 7 . lebrew
imorican’Clagseics  Political Science . Russeian

Advenced Flacemsnt Incroduction to Law.
= A.P. American History
A.P. European Hiatory
Experimancal Paychology

ARTS: Fine Arrg . Music - Drama .
’ Bigtory of Ark Concert Qrcheatra Dramatics
Sculpture " Concert Rand Theater Produce
"  Painting® - Flano tion Horkshop
Photography. Theory Horld Theater
Studio Ares Cozposicion 5 -
T Calldgraphy’ Beginniug and Advancnd
_— T Strings
Begioning and Advnnced
“Hinda
Mixed Chorus
Mea's Chorus

women 8 Chorus
Madrigsl Chorus .
History of Hugle =

CAREER AREAS= ?re—!ﬁgineériﬂg Business Educnz;on
' Architectural Drafving Mechanlcal Drawing



Science Institute, and’ Humanities—ﬂusicy?rogrg
portunity to combine Brooklyn College f eshma

lyn College sections of cuurses 4n English economics, fine arts,
music performance,’ or to foreign anguage, math, ar sclence elec—
cives. which are not offered at Mid bod Bigh School

GUIDELINES FOR‘ADMISSION TO HIDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL AT

BROOKLYB COLLECB

Demonstration of B neral academic ability and potential’
for excellence chtough grade achievement and interest‘~

2.- Student should be performing at’ least two years above e
grade level in reading and mathematics. . e

3. A personal interview for thosevmeeting the first two re-
quirements.’ : B - -

For further informatiom, contactjthe Admissions. 0ffice at (718) B59-0360

It is the policy of the New York City Board of Education not to
" discriminate on the basis of race; creed, national orlgln, age,
handicapping condition, .6r sex in its educational programs,
activities, and employment poliqies, ag required. by law.. . In=
quiries regaxding compliance with appropriate laws. ‘may he
't

Academic Olympics

Akiva Jewish Culture Cluh
Arxchon Service Socieny
‘Argus—Schaul Neuspnper
ATt Squad :

Arista Honor Society
Asian Society
‘Audio~-Visual Squad

Beacon Christian Culture Club

Bicycle Club
Boosters:

' Cheerleaders

Chess Club
Class Trips
Freshaen
Sophomore
‘Junior
Senior -
Concert Band
Close Up, D.C.
Debare Team
Drama Workshop
French Club
Great Iasscues Club
DImprovisation Club-

International Fescival
_Key Club

Leaders Club

" Math Team -
" Mixed Chorus

Mock Trial
Model Congresa

" Orchestra -

Stage Band

" Publications

Insighr-Psychology

Forum-Social Studies :

A Legmafua:h
Patterns~English

" . Prism-Science

Rapport-~Language

‘S:udenc~Facu1:y Spor:s Events-

Twirlers

“:Video Tape Squad
Wesatr Indian Society
“Student~Faculty Taleat Showcase
CITY. QF. MIDWOOD .
.- Student Governmeng Organization

= Board of Estimate

Consultarive Council
Election Commission
Executive Council

Social Studies City Council

BOYS' VARSITY TEAMS

Basketball

Baseball

Bowling

Foorball

Handball (Coed)

Soccer

Swimming

Tennla .

Track {iodoor, outdoor, cross
' country)

GIRLS' VARSITY TEAMS

Baskerball

Bouling

Handball {Coed)

Saccer

Sofrball

Swimming

Track (indoor, outdoor. cIpPES
councry)

Tennis

Volleyball




It is. the .policy of the New York City Board of Education not to
dlscrlminate on the bas;s of race, creed, nat;onal origin, age;
handicapping condition, or sex in its educational programs,
activities, ‘and employment pollcies, as required by law. In-
‘guiries regarding compllance with approprlate laws may' be
“directed’ to Nancy Scott, Local Equal 0pportun1ty Coordlnator, )
"DiV151on of High Schools. 110 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, N.¥Y.
11201; Mercedes Nesfleld, Dlrector, Office of Equal Opportunity,
ﬁllO L1v1ngston Street,. Brooklyn, N. Y 11201 or to: Charles Tejada,
! .Directopr, Office of civil Rights, Department of Education,
26 Federal Elaza, Room 33 -130, New York, N.Y. 1l0278; Midwood
" “High” School LEOC: Mrs. M. McGovern :
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Morris High School

Model ‘Urban School, opén ‘to Bronx residents.

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM
el Urban School

mission criteria and procedures

slications are received from feeder schools. Everythlng is. taken into .cc
> on-‘grades, standardlzed test scores,'attendance. t € &
'ath,scores are not necessarlly selected first. & rac1al, sexual 'ethjlc
ce is sought However, there,are no quotas.“ﬁw, ' '

T comments

(AP noted that attractlng Black and Hlspanlc males to the Model Urban”School
1ff1cult. ’J'

,ITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

P component 1s avallable. A broader orlentatlon program lS prov1ded‘

e LEP program was not aﬁalleble.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

pecxal educatlon component is avallable. Ten seats were available in 1984.
e adm1551on crlterla are the same. S e A P T R

delfﬁﬁrbah SChool;

peciei Education |
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Sheepshead Bay High School
Brooklyn, N.Y.

- Zoned hlgh school with an educatlonal optlon program open to Brooklyn
residents.

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

The School for Human'Sciences, Health Services and the PerformingbArts‘

Admission criteria and procedures

'”Grades, attendance, latenesses, math scores weigh heav1ly in admlSSlOnS

“*' process. ' If student has’ hlgh scores but low grades, s/he will not be

©accepted, generally. School  also takes lnto account recommendatlons from
outside sources (e.g. guidance counselors).

Other comments

‘students 1living within the zone are automatically accepted into the program.
Students from outside the zone must apply through the high school admissions
process. There is pressure from parents and others within the zone to get
more seats in the program.for the 1986-87 school year.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY
”Mi has been 1nstructed to accept 30% LEP students.:'

,SPECIAL EDUCATION

‘5Self~conta1ned sPec1al education classes offer a similar program.

: Available Total
Program Grade Seats Applicants Offers
School~for~Humen Sciences; 5 : 35 - 2,355 130
Health Sexvices and 10~ s 874 . |- 1g7
the Performing Arts ‘ S ; o
Special Education : 9 .5 : 141 .12
" : " . 10" 5 . aa e 5




D s« OF e EDUCATloN'.‘gy

. 24-16 Bnidge PLaza South - .- R R R
- Long Iékand C&iy, N Y. ]7107 st

, Az:ten,twn- Mé Mcuag Vamagwta e
ffFDean MA Vamagaxa L o

‘ Enngh p/w 5¢uencg

counseled on an individual” baAu g
‘Principal/Foreign Language, teacher of LEP classes and a para. aAA,Lgngd |

-andlbed” abaua “Thn add<

students having difficullies in the Ed»Op cﬂa&
' admome Méu/tanae Mom our LEP zeam

ce: Ms. L. Danowitz, Ed- Op Coond,cna/ton

)F o NEW o YORK o

SHEEPSHEAD

3000 . AVENUE =~ X
BROOKLYN N Y. 11235 o
TELEPHONE: SH. 3-4061

(SEP 42 1985 i
September 9, 1965 e oo s

Advocates forn Children

Thanfz you 50/1 your Letten nequu,tmg cﬂa/uﬁ,cca;aon wu:h
negand to our educational opf,con pfwgmm and A:Cudem with Limited

: S/tuden,té with Lum,te [ “Eng wh

A team consisting of

interview, test and counsel each szudent and prescribe proghams based

- upon thein . findings. and- consulitation: wu:h 4tudent4 a.ncl thu}a pa,memf/s
. -We. aument@g have LEP classes as well-
. Atudents dn. Engmh and Sauai’, S;tud,LeA

Lo us An Mgmﬂmamt numbejvs
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Theodore Roosevelt High School
Bronx, N.¥.

~ Zoned academic-comprehensive high school with educational option program
operi to Bronx residents.

EDUCATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

Computer Business Institute

Admission criteria and procedures

Atten&ance, overall grades in school, and readlng and math scores are all
1mportant. School looks to see where ‘else student has applied. ' If student
appears to be fishing for program -- e.g. the first choice is music, the
second automotive, the third computers - s/he is not considered a good
candidate. Students with failing grades and poor attendance are not con-
sidered. Students who list school higher than fifth or: 51xth choice are

' tunllkely to be con51dered -

?Other comments ;f;;

Although there was no interview in 1984-85 adm1551ons, the school plans
. to begin 1nterv1ew1ng students at feeder schools after they have been
- ses of proper placement.‘

;LIMITED‘ENGLISH PROFICIENCY

re is a»blllngual component for Spanlsh~, Vletnamesemandcmmbodlan—
. eaklng students.:Students not officially enrolled in the Computer
Bu51ness Institute do get computer training in their native language
nd can be malnstreamed if prof1c1ency lS achleved.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

fNo students 1n self~conta1ned spec1al educatlon classesare enrolled in
«the Computer Bu51ness Instltute._' . R

Available o ‘ o Total

Program - -.Grade . .} ... Seats Applicants Offers
Computer Business ~ | 9 .| 100 1,216 183
Institute 10 : .. 40 337 6l
College Discovery 9 125 189 163
10 25 . 40 1 36
Special Education .::- | - 9 b 12~ o EREREY A £ S - 21
' 10 0 Cedeo 23 - 0
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',Jefferéon High School
/ N'Y'

ATIONAL OPTION PROGRAM

tevof Small Business Management

dmission criteria and procedures

son seeks students with the highest reading and math scores. Atten=. '~
‘must be satisfactory; however, it is not the determining factor.
udent?’s preference is not very 1mportant 81nce adequate guldance 1s
rov1ded in the feeder schooels.

e are no tests or interviews,

TED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY.

P component ex1sts, but prov151ons can be made for a student f'”'u
she is 1nterested =

PE IAL EDUCATION

1s no spec1al educatlon component

- Available’ R Total
Grade Seats Applicants Offers

titute of Small Business f}9 125 5 ag7
0.

Iege‘Diseovery o 39’

p_cial Education i 9
o 10
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ADMISSIONS‘ RESULTS FOR LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS
AT THE 50 SURVEYED SCHOOLS

Total Available ‘ '
School Seats in Entering Total LEP Total Offers t
Classes . Applicants LEP Bpplicants

Vocational-Technical

Schools
Alfred E. Smith ‘ 842 68 o 19
Automotive 587 ' 92 o 24
Aviation : 656 e 174 23
Chelsea F S T TR T e 4080 R 63~.J; >_V;lk;e 25
George Westlnghouse‘ f;‘ 495 B 167 i o 19
Grace H. Dodge : 798 | 123 b 122
ngh.Scthl ofiArt ‘k '1 . o | v
and Design 712 T T 129 ' 9
‘High School of Graphic , g _ b - B
Communlcatlon Arts 1 ’1,020 - o 46 R B 8
Mabel Dean Bacon N - .V"Sdéi o e iZéfL;_ ,'ff}‘, .k:93’
Queens Yocational 532 ' 130 g 73
e‘Samuel5Gompers e 425 1 o205 :3‘ ' ’ f§4
‘ . Bdisor 837 o 133 1 2
Bo:ougﬁwandJCitywide
“Onzoned Schools
A. Philip Randolph | a3 122}
August Martln : ) 594 ‘ 125 R 20
Bay Rldge ngh School of A ;
~Telecommunication Arts| - 299 - = 55 e .49
Clara Barton ' 441 - 101 Ty -25
DeWitt Clinton | 1000 | .28l , o109
Edward R. Murrow 815 o 174 43
John Dewey 1,110 142 57
Manhattan Center for ' ‘
- Science and Math 324 56 8

Murry Bergtraum 832 394 26




